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The appropriately named No. 60019 Port of Grimsby 
& Immingham was on the Scunthorpe iron ore circuit 
on July 9, 2013 - seen approaching Barnetby past the 
now gone array of iconic semaphore signals with the 
6T27/16.57 Immingham to Santon. Steven Brykajlo 
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Heritage traction both in and out of fashion 



T HE effective ban on new diesel locomotives, 
caused by the difficulty in finding power units 
compliant with current European emissions 
legislation that also fit within our loading gauge, is 
leading to a fascinating ebb and flow in the fortunes 
of heritage traction. 

DRS, for example, has now stored its Class 
20 and 47 fleets, plus the majority of its ‘57/0s’, 
and announced the sale of a dozen locomotives. 
Those offered for sale include six Class 37s - yet at 
the same time, the company is due to hire newly- 
overhauled No. 37403 from the Scottish Railway 
Preservation Society, the ‘37/4’ presumably being 
more useful than the ‘37/5s’ and ‘37/6s’ it wants to 
get rid of. 

It seems likely that at least some of the dozen 
will find use with other, probably smaller, operators. 
Two other ex-DRS Class 47s have already been sold 
to Locomotive Services in Crewe, for example, with 
one as a source of spares to bring the other back 
into traffic. So those on the sale list, which includes 
‘our loco’ No. 47853, cannot be presumed to be 
heading for the scrapyard as they once might have 
been. 

Elsewhere the largely unloved Class 58 fleet 
has seen some developments. No. 58008 has been 
moved from Eastleigh depot across the road to the 
works for scrapping, while classmate No. 58022 
has been bought from Crewe by the Ivatt Diesel 
Recreation Society to provide the mainframe for its 
plan to build a copy of pioneer Co-Co LMS diesel No. 
10000. The best news is of preserved No. 58016, 
however, which has been moved from Barrow Hill to 
UKRL’s depot in Leicester for its restoration to be 
completed. 


Other preserved locos also fared well last year. 
Some were returned to the main line, such as the 
Class 37s snapped up by Colas for its Network Rail 
test train contract, while another 15 were back on 
heritage lines after repairs. Another dozen or so 
preserved locos could return this year too, including 
no less than three Class 40s (Nos. 40012, 40013 
and 40135) - meaning five of the remaining seven 
‘40s’ could well be ‘Whistling’ in 2016. 

Rail Express will, of course, keep you up to date 
with all the developments as they happen. But 
as a starting point, we have a full round-up of all 
currently stored locos and operational preserved 
locos in this month’s issue. 

BARNETBY BYE BYE 

The iconic semaphore signalling in North 
Lincolnshire is no more. A fortnight’s closure over 
Christmas saw the line upgraded with modern 
colour light signals controlled by the regional 
operating centre in York. 

What was fascinating about the area was the 
intensity of traffic controlled by the semaphores, 
with a regular flow of freight to and from the docks 
at Immingham. The traffic remains, of course, but 
the ringing of bells in the boxes, and the clanking of 
signals as they were raised and lowered, has gone. 

A visit to Barnetby after the work was 
completed felt like it had somehow lost its soul. See 
for yourself with our special news report on pages 
14-17, and remember the famous winter glint shot 
with our free souvenir print. 

Paul Bickerdyke 
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e London 

transport 

museum 

London Transport Museum announces two 
new Bachmann Class 66 diesel locomotives 

66718 Sir Peter Hendy and 66721 Harry Beck 



To mark the 150th anniversary of the London 
Underground in 2013, and to celebrate GB Railfreight’s 
partnership with London Transport Museum, two 
Class 66 locomotives with new liveries and names 
were dedicated to the former Transport for London 
Commissioner, Sir Peter Hendy CBE (No. 66718), and 
Harry Beck (No. 66721), the designer of the 1930's 
diagrammatic Tube map. 

Both models are to 1 :76 (OO) scale. 



London Transport Museum in association with Bachmann Europe pic announces two exclusive 
new Electro- Motive Diesel Inc. Type JT42CWR Class 66 diesel locomotive models due for release 
during Summer 2016. 


Advance orders can be placed from 4 January 2016 as follows: 

♦ Online at ltmuseumshop.co.uk 

♦ By email to exclusives@ltmuseum.co.uk 

♦ By visiting the shop for a form to pre-order 

♦ Call 020 7565 7295 to order by telephone 



^GBRailfreight 
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THE NRM gave the media a rare 
chance to see inside its historic NER 
dynamometer car No. 902502 on 
December 16, as the vehicle is being 
prepared for display at the York 
museum alongside newly repaired 
A3 steam loco No. 4472 Flying 
Scotsman from the end of February. 
While mainly of the steam age, being 
built in York by the North Eastern 
Railway in 1905, the car did survive 
into the early modern traction era 
and is understood to have worked 
with diesel traction. 

The dynamometer car was used 
when Flying Scotsman recorded 
the first official lOOmph steam run 
in 1934 while still an unrebuilt A1 
type. This performance led to the 
development of the A4 locos, and it 
was used again when A4 No. 4468 
Mallard set the world steam record of 
126mph in 1938. 

The vehicle is a fascinating 
piece of mechanical kit. It was used 


directly behind the locomotive, 
with the coupling connected to a 
calibrated leaf spring under the 
frame. This spring was connected by 
a lever system to the chart recorder, 
meaning the tracing pen is directly 
connected to the locomotive! 

The main picture shows the view 
facing forwards, with the recording 
desk in the foreground. The chart is 
wound across the desk at a regular 
rate while the pen records the 
drawbar pull. Also recorded is the 
train’s speed from an extra wheel 
under the coach, while staff can 
mark other details on the chart such 
as mileposts and gradients. 

Amongst the wealth of detail 
note the microphone on the desk and 
speaker at roof level that allowed 
communication with the loco’s cab, 
the clock, and other instruments to 
record values like the temperature in 
the firebox and boiler. 

All pictures by Paul Bickerdyke 


The recording area looking towards the back of the vehicle. Note the lever coming 
up from the floor, which connects the massive leaf spring to the recording pen. 
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New stock for Northern in 
a ‘transformation of services’ 

Out go the unloved ‘Pacers’, in comes 98 new electric and diesel units from as yet unknown suppliers. 


By ‘Industry Witness’ 


A S briefly announced last month, 
Arriva Trains North has been 
chosen as the new operator of 
the Northern franchise from April 1 this 
year to March 31, 2025, with a possible 
one-year extension at the discretion of 
the Government. Arriva is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the German state railway, 
Deutsche Bahn. 

Arriva claims the new deal will bring 
about a transformation of services 
across the Northern network. When the 
current franchise, operated by a joint 
venture between Serco and Abellio, 
began in 2004, there were no plans to 
cater for growth with the emphasis 
instead being on higher operational 
performance standards. 

However, to meet increasing 
demand at stations throughout the 
area, additional capacity was added as 
rolling stock became available. Cascades 
followed after the provision of new 
vehicles for TransPennine Express, 
electrification in Scotland that released 
Class 322 EMUs, and the introduction of 
locomotive-hauled services in Cumbria. 


NEW EMUs ANDDMUs 

This time around, however, there 
is a firm plan to cater for growth. 
Enhanced capacity will result from the 
electrification of routes in the north 
west, and there is a commitment to 
provide 281 new lOOmph vehicles 
formed into 98 units with electric and 
diesel power. 

There will be 43 EMUs in a mixture 
of three and four-car formations, 
and 55 DMUs with 
either two or three 
cars. The fleet size 
will rise from 794 
vehicles in April 2016 
to 921 by December 
2022, including the 
withdrawal of two-axle ‘Pacers’ by 
2019. 

Significant changes to the pattern 
of services will take place, with the 
successful TransPennine Express 
format being replicated over 12 
‘Northern Connect’ routes. Most of 
these services will be operated by new 
trains, but where this is not possible, 
the rolling stock will be refurbished to 
similar standards. 


A common feature of the new 
route structure is the extension of 
existing services to provide improved 
connectivity between population 
centres. 

This is particularly apparent on 
the trans-Pennine route via Rochdale, 
Halifax and Bradford, where through 
services will be provided to link 
Chester, Blackpool, Manchester Airport 
and Liverpool with Leeds and York. 

Manchester Airport 
will offer five Northern 
Connect destinations to 
Blackpool, Windermere, 
Barrow, Liverpool, and 
Bradford. Other routes 
are Sheffield to Hull, 
Nottingham to Bradford, Lincoln to 
Leeds, and Middlesbrough to Carlisle. 

By 2019 there will be 2000 
additional weekday services, which is 
a 12% increase over current 
operations, with an increase in peak 
time seating capacity of 37%. The 
attractiveness of the new services 
and higher rolling stock quality is 
judged to improve revenue, so that 
support payments will be reduced by 


£140 million over nine years. 

Also against current trends, 45 
currently unstaffed stations will be 
staffed, while there will be extended 
attendance time at another 54 
locations. 

CHOICE OF SUPPLIER 

It is uncertain where the new rolling 
stock will be built. Northern is operating 
some electric units originally built by 
Bombardier’s predecessor, and may 
also inherit more Siemens-built units 
from TransPennine Express once 
that TOC's new 125mph trains are 
introduced on West Coast routes (see 
separate story). The choice looks to be 
between these two manufacturers, as 
they have existing products that will 
meet the specification. 

For the new diesel powered units, 
the choice is limited by emission control 
standards. The long experience held 
by Bombardier at Derby in building the 
series of types up to the most recent 
Class 172 vehicles suggests there is 
less risk in choosing this manufacturer 
rather than a new entrant to the 
market. 0 , 


“12 routes will 
be rebranded 
Northern Connect” 


New services 
from Stirling 
and Sunderland 

FROM December 14, Virgin Trains 
has added extra trains from Stirling 
and Sunderland to London. Both are 
extensions of previous services - via 
Newcastle in the case of Sunderland, 
and Edinburgh for Stirling. 

The Stirling service leaves for 
London at 05.26 and the Sunderland 
one at 05.40. The latter competes 
with Grand Central’s 06.45 service, 
with the VTEC journey taking 3 hours 
28 minutes and Grand Central’s via 
Hartlepool 3 hours 35 minutes. 

■ Virgin has also added an extra 
weekday evening service from Hull to 
Doncaster at 20.28, which runs via 
Selby and connects into the 21.40 
Virgin service to London. The train 
is formed of the inward 17.19 King’s 
Cross-Hull HST. 



SRPS ‘SYPHON’ READY FOR REPAINT: The overhaul of SRPS-owned No. 37403 at Bo’ness is virtually complete, and it is due 
to be moved to RVEL in Derby for repainting prior to going on hire to Direct Rail Services. The loco is seen inside the shed at Bo’ness 
on January 2, having finishing touches and minor niggles sorted before its move south. Jack Prentice 


Direct Rail Services puts a dozen locos and two coaches up for sale 


DIRECT Rail Services has offered 12 
surplus locos and two coaches for sale 
in an invitation to tender document 
dated January 8. The vehicles are all 
being sold as seen, with the buyer 
responsible for moving them from DRS 
premises. 


Locos offered for sale are Type 
1 No. 20312; Type 3s Nos. 37503, 
37510, 37521, 37608, 37611, 37670; 
Type 4s Nos. 47810, 47813, 47818, 
47828, 47853. The two coaches are 
Mk.2s Nos. 1254 and 3374. Of note is 
the inclusion of ‘our loco’ No. 47853 


Rail Express, although DRS says that 
no nameplates or crests are included 
in the sale. 

Type 5 No. 66433 towed Nos. 
37611, 47805 , 47813 and 47818 from 
DRS’s Carlisle Kingmoor depot to the 
nearby MoD facility at Longtown on 


January 8. The ‘66’ then returned to 
Kingmoor with Nos. 47790 and 47805. 

Northern Belle-liveried No. 47790 
is believed sold to Locomotive Services 
Ltd (LSL) at Crewe, possibly along with 
classmate No. 47841 at Eastleigh as a 
source of spares. 
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The area around the southern pier of the Clyde bridge at Lamington has been dammed to allow the pier to be repaired. Network Rail 

Flooding cripples the network 

Storms cause high profile closures, mainly across Scotland and northern England. 


FOLLOWING the devastation left in 
the wake of Storm Desmond in early 
December (see last month), further bad 
weather associated with Storm Eva and 
Storm Frank in December and January 
led to line closures both serious and 
temporary across the country. 

The most high-profile closure was 
that of the West Coast Main Line north 
of Carlisle on December 31, after the 
River Clyde undermined one of the piers 
of the railway bridge at Lamington, South 
Lanarkshire. The bridge was expected 
to be closed until at least the beginning 
of February, although this could change 
depending on the weather. 

During the closure, Virgin Trains is 


By ‘Industry Witness’ 


FIRST Group has retained the 
TransPennine Express franchise, with the 
new contract beginning on April 1 this 
year, for seven years to March 31, 2023, 
with a possible two-year extension. 

During that time there will be a 
significant strengthening of the fleet, 
as 44 additional five-car trains are to be 
provided comprising a mixture of electric, 
diesel and bi-mode types capable of 
operating at 125mph. The existing fleet 
of Class 185 diesel units will be retained 
and refurbished to operate in pairs as 
six-car formations. The total rolling 
stock expenditure is put at £400 million 
for new vehicles and £27 million for 
refurbished rolling stock. 

The pattern of services will change 
with the transfer of shorter distance 
operations between Manchester, Barrow, 


running six 'Voyager' shuttles each way 
between Glasgow Central and Carlisle 
via Dumfries, with services to Euston 
starting at Carlisle. TransPennine Express 
services to Glasgow and Edinburgh 
are terminating at Lockerbie for buses 
forward, while freight is being diverted 
via Dumfries or the East Coast Main Line. 

The Caledonian Sleepers ran 
via Edinburgh, Sunderland and the 
East Coast Main Line on the night of 
January 10/11 in both directions, being 
diesel-hauled between Newcastle and 
Doncaster. These are also now being 
dragged via Dumfries. 

A further complication came on 
January 7, when the line between 


Windermere, and Barrow to the new 
Northern Connect network (see separate 
story) and the introduction of new longer 
distance routes. 

The core section between 
Manchester and Leeds via Diggle will see 
the service frequency increased to six 
trains per hour by December 2017, when 
two trains per hour will run to Newcastle 
from Manchester Airport. It will also be 
possible to travel on a through train 
between Liverpool and Edinburgh via 
Newcastle after December 2019, when 
bi-mode trains will be needed until trans- 
Pennine electrification is completed. 

Electrification in the north west will 
allow a new pattern of services to be 
developed, and new journey 
opportunities will be created by the 
operation of through services 
between Liverpool and Glasgow via 
Preston, which are scheduled to 


Carlisle and Newcastle was closed by a 
major landslide between Nunthorpe and 
Hexham, which could see the line closed 
for several months. 

Elsewhere around the country, 
the storms closed the line between 
Folkestone and Dover as the seawall 
cracked near Shakespeare Tunnel. 
Southeastern Trains says there is no 
estimate for when the line will reopen, 
the damage being similar to that at 
Dawlish in 2014. 

Temporary flooding included many 
sites around West Yorkshire, such as 
Walsden in the Calder Valley, Kirkstall in 
the Aire Valley, and even Haworth on the 
Worth Valley heritage line. 


start in December 2018. 

Peak hour capacity will rise by 80% 
as a result of the increased fleet size, 
and by 2017/18 the need for revenue 
support will cease with premiums 
worth £303 million being paid during 
the period of the contract. This is a 
financial transformation brought about 
by investing in higher quality rolling stock 
that allows journey times to be reduced 
to attract new passengers. 

First Group has not divulged its 
preferred rolling stock supplier, but 
Hitachi must be the odds-on favourite 
to supply the 125mph trains. Similar 
units have already been chosen by Great 
Western Railway for its operations to the 
West Country, and by Hull Trains. 

The flexible capability to operate 
as either electric, diesel or bi-mode 
power is ideally suited for use where 
infrastructure upgrades are ongoing. 


IN BRIEF 


HSTS FOR PORTSMOUTH? 

GREAT Western Railway ran a trial 
on January 9 of a short-formed HST 
set, which is believed to be with a 
view to running them on the Cardiff 
to Portsmouth service after the 
introduction of Hitachi Class 800 and 801 
IEP trains. The test formation was formed 
of power cars Nos. 43189 and 43098 
with Mk.3s Nos. 41140, 46011, 40105, 
42287, 44037, which ran from Plymouth 
Laira to Cardiff and back. 

SHORTLISTED FOR NEW 
MERSEYRAIL EMUS 

MERSEYTRAVEL has announced five 
shortlisted bidders for a contract to 
supply around 50 replacement electric 
multiple units for the Merseyrail 
network. The bidders are Bombardier, 
CAF, Mitsui (in a consortium with Alstom 
and East Japan Railway’s rolling stock 
manufacturing business J-Trec), Siemens, 
and Stadler. Bids need to be submitted by 
the end of April and the preferred bidder 
will be chosen towards the end of 2016. 
The new EMUs should be delivered by the 
early 2020s. 

LAST COAL FROM KELLINGLEY 

THE last shipment of coal from the UK’s 
last deep coal mine ran on December 24. 
The colliery, which is near Knottingley 
in West Yorkshire, closed on December 
18. The final train was hauled by DBS- 
liveried No. 66118, the working being 
the 6H67/12.14 to nearby Drax Power 
Station. 

MORE CLASS 70s FOR COLAS 

INDICATIONS are that Colas Rail has 
ordered a further seven Class 70s from 
General Electric to support its expanding 
portfolio of freight services. While 
the company has, as usual, made no 
official comment, industry sources have 
confirmed the order is in place. All are 
expected to feature modified Jenbacher 
power units that comply with current EU 
emission standards. 

HITACHI TO BUILD GWR 
AT300 ORDER IN ITALY 

HITACHI has moved the construction of 
Great Western Railway’s AT300 trainsets 
from Japan to Italy. The move follows 
Hitachi’s acquisition in November of 
AnsaldoBreda, whose factory is in Pistoia, 
Tuscany. 

The £361 million order for these 
units was placed last July by Eversholt 
Leasing and GWR. The order is for 29 bi- 
mode units, made up of seven nine-cars 
and 22 five-cars, the latter capable of 
doubling to form ten car trainsets. 

Hitachi’s Newton Aycliffe plant, 
County Durham, will concentrate on 
assembling the Class 800 and 801 units 
destined for the ECML and GWML. 

‘TEDDY BEAR 1 PROGRESS 

JANUARY 2 saw the fruits of repair work 
when Class 14 No. D9551 moved under 
its own power at Bridgnorth for the first 
time since it arrived from the Keith & 
Dufftown Railway two years ago. 


TransPennine Express to buy 125mph stock 
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Charter operator faces 
loss of safety licence 

Separate move sees criminal proceedings launched for earlier failings. 


IN BRIEF 


CALL TO REINSTATE 
ELLON RAIL LINK 

THE Scottish Association for Public 
Transport is recommending that the 
14-mile abandoned trackbed from Ellon 
to Dyce, north of Aberdeen, is rebuilt 
for passenger use. The line closed to 
passengers under the Beeching regime on 
October 4, 1965. 

There have been previous calls to 
reopen this route and beyond Ellon to 
Maud Junction, where the Peterhead and 
Fraserburgh routes diverged. As recently 
as last May, The North East of Scotland 
Transport Partnership (NESTRANS) was 
seeking public opinion on reopening the 
former Great North Of Scotland route 
to these two fishing towns, as well as 
serving intermediary stations. Freight 
continued to Peterhead until 1970 and 
Fraserburgh until 1979. 

NATIONAL EXPRESS 
IN GERMANY 

WHILE German companies have long been 
established in the UK, the first British 
company to run passenger services in 
Germany, National Express, has begun 
operating two services in the North 
Rhine-Westphalia region. 

These started on December 13 and 
are the RE7 regional express service 
from Krefeld to Rheine via Cologne, 
and the RB48 regional stopping service 
from Bonn-Cologne-Wuppertal. National 
Express has procured 34 new Bombardier 
Talent 2' EMUs on behalf of the regional 
transport authorities to operate the new 
services. 

NETWORK RAIL SETS NEW 
TRACK-LAYING RECORD 

ENGINEERS building the new rail flyover 
north of Stafford to replace Norton 
Bridge Junction have set a new track- 
laying record of 4017 metres installed 
during the weekend of December 
12/13. Previously the record was 3932 
metres. Two Balfour Beatty New Track 
Construction machines were used. 

The £250 million Stafford scheme 
is entering its final stages, with the 
new rail-over-rail flyover set to be 
commissioned at Easter. The project 
has involved the construction of 11 new 
bridges, six miles of new track and a new 
1.2km section of road, as well as four 
river diversions and movement of more 
than one million tonnes of earth. 

ERTMS TRIAL THROUGH 
CENTRAL LONDON 

CLASS 313 No. 313121, which is in 
use with Network Rail for testing the 
European Rail Traffic Management 
System (ERTMS), has made several test 
runs on the Thameslink route through 
central London. This is a precursor to 
trying it with the new Class 700 EMUs. 

The test section is between Elephant 
& Castle and Kentish Town. When fully 
commissioned and combined with 
automatic train operation, it will allow 
24 trains per hour to run in each direction 
between London Blackfriars and London 
St Pancras International. 


By ‘Industry Witness’ 


HER Majesty’s Railway Inspectorate 
(HMRI), part of the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), is reviewing the safety 
case of West Coast Railways following 
a second incident in 2015 where the 
TPWS equipment was inappropriately 
isolated. 

The move is in addition to the 
ORR beginning criminal proceedings 
against WCR and one of its drivers 
following the incident on March 7 last 
year, when isolating the TPWS led to a 
train hauled by steam loco No. 34067 
Tangmere running through a red signal 
and stopping on the busy junction at 
Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire. 

HMRI is now reviewing whether 
a significant risk to safe operations 
exists if WCR cannot demonstrate it 
can ensure compliance with its own 
safety procedures. If WCR’s safety 
certificate was suspended, this would 


mean it would not be allowed to run 
trains on the national network. 

HMRI is the part of the ORR 
with responsibility for enforcing 
Health and Safety law. The second 
incident where the Train Warning and 
Protection System equipment was 
isolated occurred during a propelling 
movement by ‘Black Five’ steam loco 
No. 45231 and its support coach 
at Hexthorpe, near Doncaster, on 
October 2. 

The criminal charges against 
WCR are that it failed to implement 
management controls, procedures, 
training and monitoring to prevent 
staff turning off the TPWS equipment. 
The driver is alleged to have been 
responsible for the intentional misuse 
of safety equipment by directing a 
colleague to turn off the TPWS, which 
is designed to apply an emergency 
brake if the driver makes an error. 

The first hearing was scheduled 


to take place at Swindon Magistrates’ 
Court as this issue went to press. 

WCR’s safety certificate was 
renewed by HMRI on October 1, 

2013, for a five-year period covering 
passenger (excluding high speed) and 
freight (excluding dangerous goods) 
operations. The document confirms 
that the company has a Safety 
Management System in place that 
complies with the Railways and Other 
Guided Transport Systems (Safety) 
Regulations 2006. 

After the serious SPAD at Wootton 
Bassett last year, it was found that 
the WCR-provided traincrew had 
disabled the TPWS by isolating it out 
of use. In response, the HMRI issued 
a formal improvement notice that 
required WCR to demonstrate that 
its Safety Management System was 
fit for purpose and that there was 
management processes to ensure 
compliance. 0 


IDRS buys scrap Class 58 

THE Ivatt Diesel Recreation Society, 
which aims to rebuild pioneer LMS Co-Co 
diesel No. 10000, has bought redundant 
Class 58 No. 58022 from DB Schenker at 
Crewe (as featured on the cover of our 
February 2015 issue). 

Remarkably, the Class 58’s 
mainframe can be used as the basis 
for the new build with a few minor 
modifications. The loco is described as 
in generally good condition for the IDRS’s 
needs, and it is hoped the acquisition 
will provide the impetus for significant 
progress once established at a new 
home. 

The society already owns the 
correct type of engine for the project, 
an English Electric 16SVT Mk.l, and 
this has been carefully stored with an 
annual inspection and winterisation 
programme. It is also in discussion with 
another group about the purchase of a 
pair of EM2 (Class 77) Co-Co bogies very 
similar to those used under No. 10000. 

The original No. 10000 was 
scrapped in 1968 after its offer to the 
Museum of British Transport in Clapham, 
London - a forerunner of the NRM - was 
rejected. 


LOGOS APPLIED TO UKRL LOCOS: 

Leicester-based UK Rail Leasing has 
begun applying branding to its fleet 
of refurbished Class 56s. The first to 
have the treatment is No. 56098, which 
displays the company’s logo on the 
cabsides. UKRL’s other locos will be 
similarly treated in due course. No 56098 
is pictured at the company’s Leicester 
depot on December 10. UKRL 



SECOND CHILTERN ‘68’ BLAZE: Silver-liveried No. 68011 caught fire 
near Saunderton, Buckinghamshire, on January 8, while pushing the 1H45/12.55 
Birmingham Moor Street to London Marylebone. Four fire engines attended the scene 
and used dry powder to put out the fire. This appeared to be a similar incident to that 
which befell classmate No. 68015 on October 23, 2015, while heading the 10.45 
Marylebone to Birmingham Moor Street. On that occasion the train was halted at High 
Wycombe, but the loco’s own extinguishing system had worked before the firemen 
arrived. Buckinghamshire Fire & Rescue 
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www.freightmasterpublishing.co.uk 

Freightmaster Publishing, PO Box 2986, BRISTOL, BS2 2BQ 

01 1 79 - 548204 (9am to 5pm - Monday to Friday) 


c 

Special Offers 

Freightmaster No.80 and Loco Review 2016 £30 

Freightmaster - 5 quarterly issues for the price of 3 £48 

(Jan.2016- Mar. 2017) 

Freightmaster (5 Issues ) and Loco Review 2016 £60 

\ 


f ‘Freightmaster’ No.80 : January to March 2016 


The ‘Winter’ edition is available, all 80 freight timetables “completely updated” 
‘On Location’ devotes 15 pages of colour images to freight in: 

The West Midlands 


‘Loco Review 2016* 

This popular book is now out with 224 pages of stunning images 
of loco hauled passenger and freight Here f s some highlights .... 


‘GBRf Aggregate’ : New ‘Bardon’ flows, including diagrams. 

Rylstone Branch aggregate : past & present. 

‘Diverted Freight Flows’ : Bicester 'Chord' / Harbury / Reading Blockade. 

1 Jarrow Tanks’ : End of the line for the Jarrow tanks. 

He Past and present images, depicting flows from Lindsey and Stanlow oil refineries. 
‘Colas Tanks’ : Colas 60s and 70s on petrochemical flows. 

Lindsey to Colnbrook, Rectory Junction and Preston Docks. 

‘Loco Profiles’ : 31601 / 37401 / 4771 2 / 50017 / 56081 / 60002 / 66711. 

‘North Wales Coast 67s’ : The second ‘WAG 1 service featuring 67001 in action. 
From the archives: Class 37s and Class 40s ‘on the coast'. 

‘Cumbrian Coast 37s’ : Top ‘n’ tail 37s on passenger duties. 

‘Caledonian Sleepers’ : GBRf Class 92s on the new sleeper contract. 

‘Class 90s’ : 25th Anniversary of the last 90 to roll off the production line in 1990: 
Passenger / Freight / Freightliner / Mail / Sleepers / ECML 6X60 / Anglo-Scottish 90s. 

‘DRS Class 68s’ : Intermodal / Chiltern Railways / ‘Fife Circle' commuter trains / departmental. 

BONUS FEATURES : Forth Rail Bridge 125th Anniversary / Solar Eclipse / Cunard 175 / Photo Gallery. 

.... all this, and much more, for just £18.95 


Washwood Heath - WATER ORTON - Kingsbury 

The Freight ‘Hotspot 1 of WATER ORTON is one of the busiest in the country, where you can 
see all the freight operators in action : Colas, DBS, DCR, DRS, FHH, GBRf. 

Loco Classes include: 20, 37, 47, 56, 57, 60, 66/0, 66/4, 66/5, 66/6, 66/7 and 70. 

Freight : ballast / cars /cement / coal / departmental / flasks / freightliner / flyash 
gypsum / intermodal / petroleum / rails / scrap metal / steel / stone 

‘On Locaf/on' will show you the best places to visit and all images are backed up by Ordnance Survey Landranger 
map references to help you pinpoint locations. 


£15.95 
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IN BRIEF 


GBRf TRIALS NEW LIVERPOOL 
CONTAINER SERVICE 

GB Railfreight ran a trial container service 
on December 22 between Maritime 
Transport’s Birmingham Intermodal Freight 
Terminal, Birch Coppice, and the Port of 
Liverpool. This was the first time a service 
has run between these two terminals. 

Class 66/7 No. 66729 hauled eight IFA 
wagons, leaving Birch Coppice at 20.48 and 
arriving at Seaforth Container Terminal at 
01.39 the following day. It made the return 
journey at 03.30, arriving at Birch Coppice 
at 10.53. 

SCOTRAIL LAUNCHES £5 FARE 

ABELLIO, which operates the ScotRail 
franchise, has introduced a £5 advance 
fare. Previously, only two levels of advance 
single tickets were available between 
Glasgow and Inverness, for example, priced 
at £26.90 and £11.40. With the system, an 
additional three tiers are being offered at 
£5, £8, and £18.80. 

This announcement follows the launch 
of a £16 travel anywhere in Scotland flat 
rate ticket for members of ScotRail’s Club 
50 scheme. 

VIRGIN IMPROVES SCREEN 
INFORMATION AT EUSTON 

PASSENGERS using Virgin Trains travelling 
from Euston now have more information 
provided on the concourse screens. In 
an industry first, a pictogram on the 
information screen shows reservation 
levels in each carriage to indicate where 
passengers without reservations are most 
likely to find a seat. They can also see 
where bicycles can be loaded and where 
disabled seats are located. If a train is 
cancelled, the screens will show the next 
available train for all calling points. 

BLUEBELL ‘09’ VISITS ILFORD 

STILL carrying HNRC colours, the Bluebell 
Railway’s No. 09018 visited Ilford for 
tyre turning on December 9, returning to 
Sheffield Park the next day. 

NRM ‘03’ RETURNS TO SHILDON 

HAVING undergone tyre turning at Leeds 
Midland Road, the NRM’s No. D2090 
returned to Locomotion, Shildon on 
November 23. 

GREATER ANGLIA INVESTMENT 

ABELLIO is to invest a further £3.5 million 
in the Greater Anglia franchise, making a 
total of £40 million in the period from July 
2014 to October 2016. The money will be 
spent on refreshing 10 Class 317/5 units 
as well as improving standards of fleet and 
station presentation. 
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Stagecoach withdraws from 
East Anglia bid partnership 

Current franchisee AbeLLio to bid solo for the next East of England contract 


By ‘Industry Witness’ 


TRANSPORT Group Stagecoach has 
pulled out of a joint venture bid with 
Abellio for the East Anglia franchise, 
which is due to be awarded in June for 
operations to begin in October. 

The current Greater Anglia franchise 
is operated by the Dutch National 
Railways subsidiary Abellio alone, so 
there was some surprise when it decided 
to bid in partnership with Stagecoach for 
the replacement contract. 

The scope of the franchise has 
changed in character following the 
transfer of the heavily-used Shenfield 
and North East London commuter 
services to Crossrail and London 
Overground, placing a greater emphasis 
on longer-distance services and rural 
routes in Norfolk and Suffolk. 

The headline challenges to bidders 


are to reduce the London to Norwich 
journey time to 90 minutes and speed 
up Stansted Airport services. The former 
route also requires replacement rolling 
stock to upgrade the current Class 
90+Mk.3 locomotive-hauled trainsets. 

Recently, Abellio has had difficulty 
maintaining sufficient DMUs to operate 
all services, particularly through the 
autumn leaf-fall season, with bus 
substitution being necessary on both 
the Sudbury and Felixstowe branches 
in November due to wheelset damage. 
Unit availability was as low as 60% at 
one point. 

Something that would help to 
resolve such problems would be the 
provision of a wheel lathe at Norwich 
Crown Point depot, the lack of which 
requires trains to undergo repair at Ilford, 
Bounds Green or Derby. 

Stagecoach was brought into 


the bidding partnership with a 40% 
holding to provide expertise in areas 
such as train procurement, together 
with a transfer of knowledge gained in 
operating East Midlands Trains, which 
has similar characteristics to the type 
of services covered by the East Anglia 
routes. 

Stagecoach also operates the 
South West Trains franchise, and is in 
partnership with Virgin Trains on both the 
Intercity East Coast and Intercity West 
Coast franchises. 

The East Anglia bidding process 
revealed differences in approach to 
the delivery plan and, with Stagecoach 
stepping aside, Abellio decided to 
continue with the bid on its own. 

The other bidders for the nine- 
year contract are First Group and 
National Express - both having previous 
experience of operating in the area, 0 



MARYLEBONE FIRST: Christmas engineering works between Paddington and Reading on December 27/28 saw Great Western 
Railway services diverted to run from Waterloo and, for the first time, Marylebone. A half-hourly service of HSTs to Bristol and 
the West Country ran from Waterloo to Reading via a reversal at Basingstoke, while an hourly service to South Wales ran from 
Marylebone to Didcot via a reversal at Banbury. This is believed to be the first time that HSTs have worked from Marylebone in 
passenger service. Similar diversions in the future are likely to use the new Bicester chord to reach Oxford, saving up to 40 minutes 
by avoiding Banbury. Likewise, the Waterloo diversions could in future use the more direct route to Reading via Ascot. Pictured at 
Marylebone on December 27, is GWR power car No. 43148, which has recently emerged with ‘Bristol 2015 European Green Capital’ 
vinyls, at the head of the 17.32 to Swansea. Alex Thorkildsen 


Government simplifies franchise 


A PRE-QUALIFICATION questionnaire 
(PQQ) ‘passport’ scheme has been 
launched for future rail franchise 
bidders. 

Bidding for rail franchises involves 
satisfying a range of safety, financing, 
and technical questions. For companies 
bidding on multiple franchises, this 
is seen as a needless duplication of 
work, both by those submitting and 
assessing the data. 

As a result, the new ‘passport’ 


scheme has evolved, which requires a 
one-off submission of information to 
gain authority to bid for franchises over 
a four-year period. 

Eleven transport groups have been 
approved so far, with the only new 
entrant compared to existing contract 
holders being Trenitalia, the Italian 
national rail operator. A surprising 
absentee is Serco, which is the current 
operator of the Caledonian Sleeper 
contract and with stakes in Northern 


bidding process 

Rail and Merseyrail. Other former 
bidders such as SNCF (French National 
Railway) and RENFE (Spanish National 
Railway) are also absent. 

The full list currently holding a 
franchise bidding passport is Abellio 
Transport Group, Arriva UK Trains, 

First Rail Holdings, Go-Ahead Holdings, 
Govia, Keolis (UK), MTR Corporation 
(UK), National Express Trains, 
Stagecoach Group, Trenitalia, and 
Virgin Holdings. 
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Strawberry line Miniature Railway 1 

Come and visit us at the 

West Country's longest ground level 5" gauge railway 
and ride behind our scale diesel and steam locomotives through 
the grounds of Avon Valley Country Park. 

Now Open Daily all year (Closed Monday During School Term) 
NOW OPEN: THE ONLY GRAVITATIONAL 
HUMPYARD ON ANY MINIATURE RAILWAY 


11 -14th FEBRUARY 

20th ANNIVERSARY 

7 996 prices plus extra attractions 


Email: info@strawberryminirail.co.uk 
Phone: 01 1 7 90601 24 Mobile: 07960 151286 
Britannia House, Avon Valley Country Park, 
^btasj^anMte^nsham^rirtol^S3^TS 



www.rail-books.co.uk 

Railway book specialist covering UK and overseas 
prototypes, also modelling, bus, tram and shipping 
books. Many books POST FREE. 

Visit www.rail-books.co.uk 
for further details tel. 01 293 406137 


A 


NICK TOZER 


RAILWAY BOOKS 

BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Free railway book search service 


See you at: Kendal 30/S I January <8 Stafford 6/7 February 2016 

1 55 Church Street, Paddock, Huddersfield HD I 4UJ 

Telephone: 01484 518159 Email: nick@mitwcybook.cvfn Wahsrtc: www.tvitwaybook.com 

Visit our new shop - OpenTue/Wed 1 1.00-17.00 +Thu 14.00-20.00 



RAIN EES 

LEISUREWEAR WITH A RAI LWAY THEME 


/SS 


THE WIDEST RANGE OF RAILWAY THEMED LEISUREWEAR IN THE UX 
SHORT AND LONG SLEEVE TEE-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS & POLOS. 
VIEW & BUY ONLINE OR ‘PHONE 01367 250110 FOR ORDER FORM 

www.traintees.co.uk 


SPOTTING BOOKS MADE BY SPOTTERS! 


[flrra /iVKffTivr nil 


SPFCIAI 1ST IAANSTORT 
PUBLICATIONS 


2016 editions of 

UK Combined - 
£13.00 

UKWagons- £12.50 
also German Locos 

plus many more titles 
See website or phone 




Swmnj ©Oftkt ItWI 8, Sfirw5! 


mmmxm 


www.stpublications.co.uk 
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GALA 

20 - 21 February 



Enjoy an intensive, all diesel 
timetable with HOME 
FLEET LOCOMOTIVES 


Award winning REAL ALE 
VENUES at Bury and 
Rawtenstall Stations 


Diesel themed 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

EXPERIENCE 


Make a weekend of it with a 

BRONZE DIESEL 
FOOTPLATE EXPERIENCE 

on 50015 'Valiant' on 19 


7790 

Bolton Street, Bury BL9 OEY 

www.eastlancsrailway.org.uk 

Sm'scl.u faros apply, other tickets rr«>y not bo available. 



(EAST LANCASHIRE RAILWAY 


EVERY STOP IS A START.. 


The end of a signalling era... 


FAREWELL TO ARMS 

Bametby, Wrawby Jen & other boxes 

The 60-mile route from Scunthorpe to 
Cleethorpes was re-signalled at the end of 
2015, which resulted in the closure of ten sig- 
nal boxes . Thanks to the outstanding co-oper- 
ation of Network Rail and their signalling staff, 
the workings of all ten boxes were recorded for 
posterity and can now be seen in this historic 
DVD. They include Bametby East and Wrawby 
Junction, which represented one of the last 
strongholds of manual semaphore signalling. 
In this DVD you will see the Signallers working 
the levers and block instruments in much the 
same way as more than a century ago. 

This DVD features the following signal boxes that have now closed: 
Appleby Elsham, Wrawby Junction, Bametby East, Brocklesby Junc- 
tion, Ulceby Junction, Roxton Sidings, Stallingborough, Marsh Junction 
and Pasture Street. PLUS there's Immingham Reception, Immingham 
West, the original Immingham East box and the Grimsby Light Railway. 
As well as featuring the inside of the signal boxes there are also plenty 
of unique views from the boxes of the constant flow of passing passen- 
ger and freight trains. This programme is a unique historical record of a 
part of railway operation that is gradually being consigned to history. 

With a running time of 110 minutes , FAREWELL TO ARMS is available 
on DVD priced at £19.95 (post free) from the address or website below. 
Alternatively, you can pay by credit or debit card by calling our 

SB CREDIT CARD HOTLINE on 01 753 545888 E3 



m LOCOMASTER PROFILES 


Freepost RTJS-JLHR-CSLA, Langley, Berks, SL3 7DQ 


Secure online ordering available atwww.locomasterco.uk 
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North Lincolnshire signalling 
upgrade marks the end of an era 

The ever-shrinking number of routes protected by semaphore signalling was reduced again over Christmas, 
when Scunthorpe to Immingham and Cleethorpes was upgraded to be controlled from York ROC. 



By Paul Bickerdyke 


THE famous signals at Barnetby 
and elsewhere along the North 
Lincolnshire main line are no more. 

Over Christmas and New Year, 
engineers replaced the semaphores 
with colour lights and swept away 
nearly a dozen signalboxes as control 
shifted to the regional operating 
centre (ROC) in York. Sixteen level 
crossing were also replaced. 

The work was scaled back from 
its original scope, with the line from 
Barnetby through Brigg and the Ulceby 
to the Barton-on-Humber branch being 
left alone for now. 

The Immingham Light Railway, 
which is an alternative ‘back door’ 
route into the docks via Grimsby, also 
remains unchanged. It is believed the 
level of usage on the Barton branch 
and the light railway did not justify the 
expense of resignalling. 


The changes have affected 
the Scunthorpe to Immingham and 
Cleethorpes routes. Barnetby and 
its surrounding area have long been 
a draw for enthusiasts, as it was 
arguably the busiest section of line 


still controlled by traditional signalling 
- particularly for freight traffic to and 
from Immingham docks. 

The last trains ran on Christmas 
Eve, which saw photographers flock 
to the area for a last chance to 


A view from inside the box at Barnetby 
East on May 23, 2015 - looking towards 
the station as Northern Rail ‘Pacer’ 

No. 142020 passes with the 2H01/15.20 
Saturdays-only Cleethorpes to Sheffield 
‘Parliamentary’ service. John Illingworth 

capture the signals in action. Work got 
underway on Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day, when trains are not scheduled to 
run anyway, and this was followed by a 
four-day possession that saw no trains 
running east of Scunthorpe. 

The route from Immingham Docks 
reopened on the morning of December 
30 for freight traffic. However, there 
was no passenger traffic to Cleethorpes 
until January 10. 

During the blockade, TransPennine 
Express, Northern Rail and East 
Midlands Trains services terminated at 
Scunthorpe, Brigg and Market Rasen 
respectively, with buses going 
forward. Northern Rail’s Cleethorpes to 



Down comes Barnetby East’s signal BE20 on December 27, which controlled eastbound traffic from platform 2 at Barnetby station. BE7 next to it (controlling eastbound traffic 
from platform 1) soon followed, along with others in the station area. Jonathan Longbottom 
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Barton-on-Humber shuttle was replaced 
by buses throughout. 

The signalboxes at Immingham 
West, Reception and East were not 
included in the scheme, partly because 
they are on Associated British Ports 
property. However, Immingham East, 
which is only just over three years old, 
has been de-manned and renamed 
Immingham Token Exchange Point. It will 
be opened only when the light railway 
is in use in order to access the token 
machine, but otherwise its operation 
will be controlled from York ROC. 

Early casualties for demolition 
were the boxes at Ulceby Junction 
and Pasture Street. However, those 
at Wrawby Junction, Appleby, Elsham 
and Brocklesby Junction are listed 
structures and cannot be knocked 
down. Wrawby Junction was one of 
the biggest signalboxes still in use. It 
was built in 1916 for the Great Central 
Railway, and had more than 130 
levers controlling the junction of the 
lines from Brigg, Market Rasen and 
Scunthorpe towards Immingham and 
Cleethorpes. 

The Brigg line is scheduled for 
conversion at a later date, more 
likely to be at least the summer of 
2017.0 

Right: Some work was done before the 
blockade in readiness for the switchover, 
such as the modern replacement visible 
in front of signal BE39 at Barnetby on 
December 15. Behind is Freightliner’s 
No. 66621 in the former cattle dock 
siding, which is now used to refuel 
locomotives. Paul Bickerdyke 

Below: The penultimate day for the 
semaphores in use was December 23, 
with this shot showing some of the 
crowds making a final visit. This is a view 
looking east to Barnetby station, as Colas 
‘Tug’ No. 60026 heads the 6E82/12.16 
Rectory Junction to Lindsey Oil Refinery. 
John Illingworth 



Ulceby Junction signalbox dates from 
1910, but the end for it came on 
December 28 when it was demolished - 
levers and all - by a mechanical grabber. 
How many signallers have worked those 
levers over the last century? Ric Pickett 



Another ‘box to be demolished early was 
Pasture Street, to the east of Grimsby 
Town station, on December 26. It was 
built in 1961 and had an electronic panel 
rather than levers, but witnessed the end 
of steam in the area despite its modern 
appearance. Jonathan Longbottom 


I Platforms 3 and 4 



Enthusiasts discuss the poster detailing 
the impending work at Barnetby station 
on December 15. Paul Bickerdyke 
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Barnetby: things just won 



Above: The east end 
of Barnetby station on 
December 17, 2013, 
finds DBS No. 66143 
(left), heading a Cottam 
to Immingham empty 
coal train as Freightliner 
No. 66544 passes with a 
working from Barrow Hill 
to Immingham and GBRf’s 
No. 66714 approaches 
with a loaded coal train 
from Immingham to 
Doncaster. John Hales 

Right: Something is 
definitely missing 
from the same view on 
January 12, 2016, as 
TransPennine Express 
DMU No. 185127 passes 
the now redundant 
Barnetby East box with 
the 10.26 Cleethorpes to 
Manchester Airport. The 
starter signals for the 
two left-hand lines are 
set back further along 
the platform than before. 
Paul Bickerdyke 
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’t be quite the same again 
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Above: A fine going away 
shot looking west from 
Barnetby to Wrawby 
Junction on December 17, 
2013. DBS ‘Shed’ 

No. 66016 heads into the 
sunset with an Immingham 
to Scunthorpe iron ore 
working. The signals control 
the lines to Lincoln (left), 
Gainsborough via Brigg 
(middle) and Scunthorpe 
(right).John Hales 

Left: Another going away 
shot of another Immingham 
to Scunthorpe iron ore 
working, this time on 
January 12, 2016 powered 
by 'Shed' No. 66066. 
Approaching is classmate 
No. 66113 with an empty 
coal train for Immingham. 
The colour lights now 
controlling the junction - 
which are of the modern 
single-aspect type capable 
of showing red, yellow or 
green - are cold and clinical. 
Paul Bickerdyke 


RAIL EXPRESS 17 







ROUTE FOCUS 



years of 
West Coast 


electrics 

Following electrification of the southern half 
of the West Coast Main Line in the 1960s, 
subsequent decades saw completion through 
to Glasgow, sectorisation, privatisation, 
franchise controversy and a full route upgrade. 



A FTER completion of the wiring 

covering the Euston-Birmingham- 
Liverpool-Manchester routes, 
including via Stoke-on-Trent in 1967, 
early approval was sought to continue 
through to Glasgow. But some time 
elapsed before the go-ahead was 
received. 

Approval to electrify between 


Crewe (Weaver Junction) and Glasgow 
was given in March 1970, with through 
electric working starting on May 6, 
1974 - which reduced the journey 
time for Anglo-Scottish trains between 
Euston and Glasgow to five hours. 
Where an Edinburgh portion was 
provided, diesel haulage remained 
necessary to and from Carstairs until 




Before electrification north of Crewe, English Electric Type 4s (later Class 50s) were 
used to haul West Coast expresses on to their destinations, either singly or in pairs. On a 
dull July day in 1971, No. D412 (50012) heads a hefty 12-coach rake north through the 
former station at Tebay at the foot of the four-mile climb to Shap. In the background is 
the site of the former shed, which was home to banking engines in steam days. 


this line was electrified in 1989 as part 
of the East Coast electrification project. 

The proposal looks very good 
value in today’s terms. The route 
modernisation - which involved 
replacing life-expired signalling 
equipment with four power ’boxes 
at Warrington, Preston, Carlisle and 
Motherwell - cost £38 million, while 
electrification - including 154 locations 
where bridge clearance was improved 
- cost £36 million. At current value the 
total was £705 million, which came 
within 3% of the original estimate. 

BY ELECTRIC TO GLASGOW 

A five-hour journey time between 
Euston and Glasgow was achieved by 
the flagship ‘Royal Scot’ service with 
one stop en route. The number of 
daily services was increased from five 
to eight, using a departure slot of 45 
minutes past the hour from Euston 
and 10 minutes past the hour from 
Glasgow. One train in each direction 
used the Glasgow & South Western line 
via Kilmarnock and Dumfries, which 
required diesel power over that section. 


Train running logs from the period 
are available, and a stand out feature 
compared to current operating practice 
is the length of trains. The standard 
formation of 12 coaches represented 
a load of 430 tonnes - but, despite 
this, the 5000hp Class 87 electric 
locomotives enabled a steady 90mph 
to be maintained on even the steep 
climbs to Shap and Beattock. 

Rail conditions were crucial 
though, as the relatively light 80 tonne 
locomotives could suffer from adhesion 
problems. The working timetable 
allowed 65 minutes for the 90 miles 
between Carlisle and Preston, which is 
not much different today. 

Other services benefited from 
the linespeed improvements, which 
made it possible to complete the 
journey between Thurso and London 
on a daytime basis. This was achieved 
by providing a connection with the 
‘Clansman’ through service, which ran 
between Euston and Inverness via 
Birmingham. 

In total, West Midlands services 
were increased from one to four return 
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- Euston in BR’s corporate blue era sees Class 87 
No. 87020 leave for the north in May 1985 with a 
rake of Mk.3s. The ‘87s’ were ordered for completion 
of WCML electrification through to Glasgow in 1974. 

All pictures supplied by DC Collection unless stated 



workings to Glasgow and Edinburgh. 

One train was extended to run to and 
from Bristol, where connections were 
provided for the West Country. 

Services between Manchester, 
Liverpool and Glasgow/Edinburgh 
were also enhanced by the provision 
of five rather than two daily services, 
which were timetabled to provide an 
interchange at Preston so that different 
starting points and destinations were 
accessible. The journey time was 
reduced by an hour to an average 4 
hours 20 minutes. 

As a result of the service 
enhancement, there were 15 daily 
trains between Preston and Glasgow 
and 19 between Preston and Euston. 

ELECTRIC LOCO DEVELOPMENT 

Once the extension of the wiring to 
Glasgow had been agreed, locomotive 
development work was put in hand, 
as higher power would be needed to 
enable the planned timings over a route 
with severe gradients. 

As a starting point, three Class 
86 locomotives were upgraded and 


“Electrification allowed 
a five-hour journey time 
between Euston and 
Glasgow with one stop 
en route” 

Right: Class 84s were the most unreliable 
of the early AL1-AL5 types (Classes 81- 
85), so were the first to be withdrawn. 
This is No. 84008 awaiting its fate at 
Crewe Works on June 6, 1981. 

renumbered No. 86101-86103 to 
provide a power output of 5000hp 
and an increased maximum speed of 
llOmph. After successful trials, 36 
new Class 87 locomotives were built 
at Crewe between 1973 and 1975 with 
similar characteristics. These were 
Nos. 87001-87035 plus the final loco 
No. 87101, which was fitted with 
the then new thyristor power control 
system. 

The Class 87s were equipped 
with multiple working equipment that 


was compatible with the earlier Class 
86 type and later with time-division 
multiplexing (TDM) to be compatible 
with Class 90 locomotives and Driving 
Van Trailers (DVTs). 

The original 200 locomotives built 
for the electrification to Birmingham, 
Liverpool and Manchester remained in 
service, although the fleet continued 
to be depleted by a series of accidents 
and fires caused in the main by the 
rectifiers that provide current for 
traction motors. 


The Class 80 training locomotive 
No. E2001, which had been converted 
from the experimental Gas Turbine 
No. 18100, was not used after 1961 
and withdrawn in 1968. 

Improved fleet productivity, and 
the relaxation of policy that passenger 
and freight trains should use electric 
traction when running ‘under the wires’, 
meant that the 10 unsatisfactory Class 
84 North British machines had been 
withdrawn by 1980. Ten Metropolitan 
Vickers Class 82 and 15 English Electric > 
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The APT was an ambitious project that almost made it to squadron service, but funding 
was pulled by an anti-rail Government. The technology was sold off to Fiat, only to be 
bought back in the form of the ‘Pendolino’. Half set No. 370003 is pictured on a test 
run at Carlisle in the early 1980s. Phil Sangwell 



The introduction of Class 91s and Mk.4 stock to the East Coast Main Line led to calls 
for a similar fleet of Class 93s and Mk.5 stock for the West Coast. Sadly the project did 
not get much further than this artist’s impression. 


< Class 83 locomotives also went by 
1983, although a small number were 
retained for short distance empty 
coaching working until 1993. 

As the Class 81 and 85 types 
became life-expired, there was a need 
for replacement with what was initially 
described as a further build of 50 
Class 87 locomotives. In the event, this 
traction became the Class 90 fleet and 
the first examples entered traffic in 
1988. 

As part of the authorisation to build 
these locos, Driving Van Trailers were 
introduced to simplify train working at 
terminals. However, these came with 
the penalty of fixed formation trainsets 
that lacked previous operational 
flexibility. 

Once the Class 90 fleet was in 
service, the final examples of Class 81 
and 85 types were withdrawn in 1991. 
The ‘90s’ were always intended as a 
mixed traffic locomotive, so when the 
London Midland AC fleet was allocated 
to specific BR business sectors in the 
1980s, it was noteworthy that all the 
Class 87 machines were taken over by 
Intercity, while the later-built type was 
split between the sectors. Intercity 
gained 15 Class 90s, Parcels (Rail 
Express Systems) five, and Railfreight 
Distribution (which included Freightliner) 
got 30. 


ENTER THE APT 

British Rail’s Research Division, 
which was established at the Derby 
Technical Centre in 1964, proposed 
the development of a high speed 
train with tilt technology in 1967. The 
design would allow a step change in 
journey time while using the existing 
infrastructure. 

It was the result of 11 years of 
research and development when the 
first of three prototypes equipped to 
carry passengers 
in revenue earning 
service emerged in 
1978. It was made 
up of two six-car 
units with power 
cars marshalled 
in the middle of the train without a 
through corridor. 

This was not the train formation 
planned for future operations, as 
production vehicles for squadron 
service were to be based on three 
articulated three-car elements, with 
a driving power car for traction and 
a driving van with auxiliary power 
supplies. It was expected that up to 70 
sets would be in operation by 1985. 

The three articulated sets would 
comprise: two First Opens sandwiching 
a First Class kitchen car with seating; 
two Standard Class opens sandwiching 


a Standard Class buffet car with 
seating; and a set made up of three 
Standard Class opens. 156 First and 
316 Standard Class seats were to be 
provided. 

The trains were more expensive than 
the HST sets entering service at the 
time, being priced at £2 million (£11 
million at current value) compared with 
£1.5 million for the diesels - but the 
traction cost per train was estimated to 
be 80p per mile for the APT compared 

with £1.82 for HSTs. 

Substantial 
revenue benefits 
were also forecast 
compared with 
the existing 
operations, as 
journey time between London and 
Glasgow would be 4 hours 5 minutes 
for the APT running at 125mph. It 
was expected that the reduction in 
travelling time would win back up to 
12% of business travel that had been 
lost to airline competition. 

Confidence in the design remained 
high, as the first electric powered 
trains entered service with a plan to 
provide a diesel version using the same 
Paxman Ventura power unit used in the 
HST. So it was a major setback when 
investment to iron out the faults 
that had emerged during public 


testing was not forthcoming. 

Sadly it reflected Government 
views at the time that the railway was 
a low priority for funding, and so the 
three prototype trains were withdrawn 
in 1986. The technology was sold to 
Fiat, who subsequently provided the 
‘Pendolino’ trains in service on the West 
Coast Main Line today. 

CLASS 93 PROJECT 

The failure of the APT project left the 
West Coast Main Line without any 
comparable product to the 125mph 
High Speed Train formations operating 
on the East Coast, Great Western, and 
Midland Main Lines, although three 
HST sets with a spare power car were 
allocated for use on services between 
Euston and North Wales. 

With the completion of East 
Coast electrification from King’s Cross 
to Edinburgh in 1991, West Coast 
operations then lagged behind the 
service quality offered, as there had 
been no equipment upgrade since 
Glasgow electrification completed in 
1974. As a result, when the sector 
organisation was created, the Intercity 
250 project was developed. 

The intended maximum speed was 
155mph using a locomotive and DVT 
push-pull train similar to the Class 91 
+ Mk.4 vehicles on the East Coast - 
although until in-cab signalling was 
available, the speed would be limited 
to 125mph. 

A Class 93 locomotive, developed 
from the Class 91 design, was 
proposed with coaching stock 
designated as Mk.5. BR issued a 
tender to construct the locomotives 
and rolling stock in March 1991, 
with delivery to allow services to 
commence in 1995. But once again 
the Government did not approve the 
expenditure of £380 million, preferring 
to concentrate available funds on the 
renewal of rolling stock in London and 
the South East. 

EMU RENEWAL 

The 75mph Class 310 four-car sets 
introduced at the time the southern 
half of the WCML was electrified 
were based on an up to date integral 
design, but had slam doors. They were 



Classes 81-85 were finally ousted by the mixed traffic Class 90s. When sectorisation came, No. 90003 was allocated to the Intercity 
fleet, and is pictured near Leighton Buzzard in March 1989 heading south for Euston. 


“It was a major setback 
when investment to iron 
out the APT’s faults was 
not forthcoming” 
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Electrification north to Glasgow helped to ‘flatten’ the previously fearsome climbs of Shap and Beattock. This is No. 86222 in late-1980s Intercity livery, climbing up to Shap 
with a northbound working from Euston. 


replaced on longer distance semi-fast 
operations radiating from Euston by 
48 new lOOmph Class 321/4 units, 
which were based on the Mk.3 coach 
and equipped with sliding doors. These 
were built by BREL at York during 
1989/90. 

The Class 304 vehicles built 
at Wolverton for the original local 
workings between Manchester/ 
Liverpool and Crewe and in the West 
Midlands were replaced following 
a tendering process run by the 
Regional Railways sector in 1990. The 
successful bidder to construct 43 
three-car 75mph units was Hunslet 
Transportation Limited, and its Class 
323 vehicles remain in service 
today in the North West and 
Birmingham areas. 

A drawback with the Class 321s 
was that power was limited to 1438hp 
and, as a result, they were replaced 
from 2005 with Class 350 Siemens- 
built units, which offer a traction 
output of 2000hp. The first tranche of 
these vehicles had been intended for 
South West Trains and so have dual 
AC/DC operation. 

A total of 77 four-car sets have 
been provided in three sub-classes, 
which result in a variety of 2+2 and 3+2 
seating. The earlier Class 350/1 type 
has been upgraded to run at llOmph, 
which improves pathing opportunities. 
To provide greater capacity, the fleet 
was enhanced by 10 further Class 
350/3 llOmph units in 2014. 


THE VIRGIN FRANCHISE 
AND ROUTE UPGRADE 

The Intercity West Coast franchise 
commenced on March 9, 1997 for a 
15-year period to March 31, 2012, with 
Virgin Trains taking over 48 train sets 
of push-pull Mk.2 and Mk.3 vehicles. 
Traction was made up of 35 Class 
87, 15 Class 90, and 16 of the earlier 
Class 86 type plus the required DVTs. 
The High Speed Trains used to cover 
diagrams between Euston and North 
Wales were also retained. 

A range of sleeping car services 
had been operated in the period since 
the route was electrified, but by 1997 
only the Anglo-Scottish services 
remained, and these had absorbed the 
former operations between London 
King’s Cross and Scotland that were 
withdrawn in 1988. 

There had been a continued 
decline in use and, as a result, the 
services were not included in the 
Virgin franchise. They were instead 
transferred to Scotrail, as it was 
considered there would be more 
effective marketing that way. More 
recently, in 2015, a further devolution 
has taken place with the Caledonian 
Sleepers now run as a separate 
franchise to improve management 
focus on the operation. 

The situation for daytime 
services was not much better and 
reached a nadir in 1988. In response 
to competition from airline shuttle 
services, BR thought that once the East 


Coast route was electrified and the link 
via Carstairs to Glasgow was available, 
it would reduce the status of West 
Coast services by adding additional 
calling points so that some stopping 
services could be withdrawn to save 
money. 

The requirement that the Intercity 
sector should operate without subsidy 
was also leading towards a decision 
to accept that to attract higher value 
business travel, trains using the 440- 
mile route from King’s Cross to Glasgow 
Central via Edinburgh and Carstairs 
could be speeded up to provide a 4 hour 
30 minute journey time. 

In consequence, slower West 
Coast services covering only 401 miles 


would cater for leisure market travel at 
lower fares, with the maximum speed 
reduced from llOmph to lOOmph to 
lower traction current and maintenance 
costs. Loss making services north of 
Preston would then be transferred to 
Regional Railways and be eligible to 
receive subsidy. 

In the event, though, a more 
positive plan emerged based on the 
Intercity 250 project. And although this 
was not authorised, it pointed the way 
to the future as privatisation removed 
the barriers to investment that BR had 
to deal with. 

RETURN OF TILT 

When Virgin acquired the franchise, > 



The arrival of the Class 87 fleet pushed the Class 81-85s onto lesser duties, of which 
the ‘85s’ were the last to go. Here No. 85011 leads classmate No. 85035 on parcels 
duties at Coventry in 1984. 
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Class 304 EMUs were replaced by Class 323s on 
suburban services around the North West and West 
Midlands. No. 323218 calls at Tame Bridge Parkway 
on July 19, 2008, with a service from Walsall to 
Birmingham New Street. 


< West Coast services were losing money 
and a subsidy of £77 million was paid 
in the first year of operations. But 
by 2002/3, it was anticipated that 
investment in a new train fleet would 
mean that a premium could be paid 
back, which progressively increased to 
£220 million by the end of the 15-year 
contract in 2011/12. 

The ambition was that the best 
journey times of five hours between 
Euston and Glasgow would be reduced 
by an hour, with 40 minutes cut 
from timings between London and 
Manchester. 

There was confidence that by the 
time new 140mph trainsets with tilt 
capability were available in 2002, the 
infrastructure-owner Railtrack would 
have upgraded the line with radio-based 
train control that would eliminate 
lineside signals. 

It soon became clear though 
that the work priced at £2 billion was 
unrealistic. When Network Rail took 
over from Railtrack in 2002 there was a 
significant downgrade of the aspirations, 
with conventional signalling retained and 
maximum speed reduced to 125mph. 


Any thought that the upgrade could 
be completed by 2002 was abandoned 
and the cost had spiralled out of control 
to reach £8.8 billion by the time the 
Very High Frequency’ timetable was 
introduced in 2009. 

This finally enabled the benefit of 
the Class 390 ‘Pendolino’ trains to be 
exploited, with 11 services per hour 
operating at peak times. The new 
timetable reduced the journey time 
between London and Glasgow to 4 hours 
10 minutes, while three trains per hour 
were provided between London and 
Manchester with a running time of 2 
hours 10 minutes. 

The introduction of the ‘390s’ was 
achieved on time, with Alstom supplying 
53 train sets from July 2002 - although 
one of these units was later written 
off following the Grayrigg accident on 
February 23, 2007. 

From 2004, ‘Pendolino’ sets were 
used on the North Wales Coast Line 
with diesel haulage by Class 57/3 
locomotives adapted with Dellner 
couplings and compatible electrical 
systems. But when the Crosscountry 
franchise was respecified in 2007, 


Class 221 ‘Super Voyager’ units with tilt 
capability were allocated for use on the 
services. 

This was a complex remapping 
process, as the former Crosscountry 
Birmingham-Edinburgh service was 
transferred to West Coast, and a 
regular interval service adopted 
for operations between London and 
North Wales. As a result, 21 ‘Super 
Voyager’ trainsets were transferred 
from the original Crosscountry 
fleet to provide the necessary rolling 
stock. 

Traffic growth resulted in an order 
sponsored by the Department for 
Transport for four new 11-car ‘Pendolino’ 
sets and 62 additional coaches for 
delivery in 2012 to lengthen 31 of the 
existing trains from 9 to 11 coaches, 
leaving 21 sets running in nine-car 
formations. 

This decision was contrary to the 
opinion of Virgin Trains, which had 
sought sufficient vehicles to allow all 
‘Pendolino’ trainsets to have 11-car 
capacity to prevent overcrowding and 
customer service issues when short 
notice diagram changes were made. 


FRANCHISE RENEWAL 

The delay to the infrastructure 
upgrade caused the original franchise 
contract to be rewritten on a number 
of occasions, but the Government 
intended to run a new competition at 
the end of the original 15-year term in 
2012 . 

The Invitation to Tender was 
considered a disappointment, as 
there was little flexibility for bidders 
to change the use of rolling stock 
and little encouragement to develop 
a 15-year vision of how the route 
might be transformed by investment. 
West Coast stations are amongst 
the poorest in terms of national 
passenger survey ratings and, despite 
spending £9 billion on an operational 
upgrade, little was done to improve 
the passenger experience at these 
locations. 

The date set for the start of the 
new contract was December 8, 2012 
after Virgin had been granted a short 
term extension of eight months for 
which a premium of £103 million was 
paid. When the competition winner was 
announced, it was First Group that had 



Class 310 EMUs were replaced on outer-suburban and 
semi-fast services by Class 321s, such as No. 321404 
seen calling at Birmingham International on April 29, 
2005 with a service to Euston via Northampton. 


Following route modernisation and the introduction 
of ‘Pendolinos’ to main line services in the 2000s, 

Class 321s were replaced by Siemens-built Class 350 
‘Desiros’, which have better acceleration and a higher 
top speed. This is No. 350120 approaching Rugeley from 
the south on September 26, 2008. 
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While many freight services are now diesel-hauled ‘under the wires’, Freightliner uses pairs of Class 86/6s on its container trains to and from Willesden and beyond to Ipswich (for 
Felixstowe). Nos. 86607 and 86627 head a lightly loaded intermodal train south at South Kenton on September 9, 2004. 
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been chosen, which prompted a legal 
appeal from Virgin. This revealed that 
mistakes had been made in financial 
calculations that discriminated 
against Virgin Trains. As a result, Virgin 
continued to operate the services. 

Subsequently it was judged that 
expertise held by the Department for 
Transport was insufficient to specify 
and award franchises as intended, and 
contracts that then were due to expire 
were extended until management 
processes were improved. For Virgin 
Trains, this meant a revised contract 
was put in place in March 2013 to run 
until April 2018. 

COMMUTER AND FREIGHT 
SERVICES 

Silverlink, a National Express franchise, 
was established in 1997 to take over 
Euston commuter services while the 
Birmingham area operations that were 
part of the Centro network became a 
part of Central Trains, which was also 
operated by National Express. 

Changes were required with the 
speed-up of Virgin services that led 
to a reduced stopping pattern, and 
so Govia’s London Midland franchise 
began operations in November 2007 
with an expanded network offering 
semi-fast services using the enhanced 
Trent Valley infrastructure to reach 
Stoke-on-Trent, Crewe and Liverpool. 
This London Midland franchise has 
recently been extended, with the 
contract now running until October 
2017. 

When first electrified, most 
freight movements on the West 
Coast route comprised of wagon load 
operations, which disappeared from 
the network after the withdrawal of 
Speedlink services in 1991 - although 
a small number of residual workings 
continued until the Dover train ferry 
was abandoned in 1995. Thereafter 
operations were confined to inter- 
modal and bulk trainloads, including 
motor vehicle distribution. 

Railfreight declined immediately 
prior to privatisation as the 
Government wanted to maximise 
the financial performance, leaving 
essentially a handful of Freightliner 
and automotive services. But once 
transferred to the private sector, 



For the end of loco-hauled operations, Virgin repainted some of its Class 87 fleet in special liveries - including No. 87012 in Network 
Southeast (and ‘Back the Bid’ wording for the London 2012 Olympic Games). It is seen at Headstone Lane, north London, heading the 
13.30 Euston to Birmingham New Street on March 19, 2005. 


EWS and Freightliner pursued market 
growth. As a result, the current 
demand for paths has brought about a 
need for investment in greater capacity 
at locations such as Nuneaton. 

In terms of volume, freight traffic 
over 24 hours at Rugby in 1988 
amounted to 32 down workings, of 
which 12 were soon to be withdrawn 
Speedlink services. Today there are 
up to 46 scheduled trains, which 
are dominated by 
container flows. Royal 
Mail workings continue 
using Class 325 postal 
units, although these 
operations are greatly 
reduced compared to 
earlier years. 

A study of current day working 
shows how few freight trains are 
hauled by electric traction now, with 
operators preferring to use Class 66 
or Class 70 diesels for most diagrams 
to prevent a change of traction to 
reach terminals beyond the electrified 
network. Where electric power is 
rostered, Freightliner allocates a pair 


of Class 86/6s and DB Schenker one or 
two Class 90s. 

LATEST HS2 PLAN 

The Government’s latest spending 
plans outlined in November 2015 
confirm investment in the full HS2 
route to Birmingham, Leeds, and 
Manchester. Phase 1, which will 
serve Birmingham, will be completed 
in 2026 and an accelerated Phase 
2a will see early 
“Most freight construction of a 43- 

trains are now 

hauled by Class 66 with the Manchester link 

nr 70 HipqpIq” opening in 2033. 

UI /uuicscis As the HS2 plan has 

matured, there is a greater realisation 
that the route should be an integral 
part of the national network. The 
decision to provide a hub station 
at Crewe will reduce journey times 
to and from London by 35 minutes 
as a result of 225mph running, 
which will be reflected in improved 
timings for trains using the existing 
infrastructure to reach Liverpool, 


Manchester, and Glasgow. 

For the latter destination, there 
is the issue that as the trains built 
for HS2 will not have tilt capability, 
the journey time between Crewe and 
Glasgow will be 11 minutes slower and 
pathing problems are likely to emerge 
given the use of the route by trains 
running at the maximum line speed of 
125mph with tilt capability. 

There continues to be concern 
at Euston about future capacity for 
current national network services, 
especially given longer distance 
commuting growth and the success of 
London Overground. The suggestion 
that trains could terminate at Queens 
Park to allow interchange with the 
London Underground is unlikely to be a 
viable solution. 

More contentious is the rejection 
of a link between HS1 and HS2 to allow 
through operations from the Continent 
to destinations beyond London, and the 
lack of a station at Heathrow Airport 
where the business case is poor, as it 
is suggested that airport traffic would 
amount to only 2% of passengers. G 



The success of Virgin Trains in building up business on the WCML has led to the 
‘Pendolino’ fleet being enlarged and lengthened. This is No. 390124 being increased in 
length from nine to 11 cars at Longsight depot, Manchester on June 27, 2012. 



Class 390 ‘Pendolinos’ marked a significant change of WCML express services from 
2002, doing away with loco-hauled operations. This unidentified nine-car is pictured 
passing South Kenton on July 12, 2005 with the 17.18 Euston to Liverpool Lime Street. 


February 2016 RAIL EXPRESS 23 



Strathwood 



SYPHON SALUTE 


50 YEARS OF THE CLASS 37s 


An all new 96 page large format landscape colour album, depicting 
the Class 37s from their early days through to 201 5 utilising the finest colour 
photographs from some of the nation's very best cameramen, all supported 
with fascinating and detailed captions. Proceeds from this title will support 
The Class 37 Locomotive Group's restoration of 37003 as a registered charity. 


STEAM DAYS REMEMBERED 



The Steam Days Remembered series are 160 pages 
all colour large format landscape hardbacks full of 
top class 1 950s and 1 960s colour photos. 

Eastern Steam Days Remembered 
London Midland Steam Days Remembered II 
London Midland Steam Days Remembered (low stocks) 
Western Steam Days Remembered 




The Sixties Spotting Days series are 96 page all colour 

larger format hardbacks packed with a great selection of overl 50 

colour archive photos from the 1960s on British Railways. 

Sixties Spotting Days around London & the Home Counties 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Midlands 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Scottish Region 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Western Region 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Southern Region (low stocks) 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Eastern Region 
Sixties Spotting Days 1968 the Last Year of Steam 


These titles from the Looking back at series are 
96 page all colour larger format hardbacks packed with a 
great selection of over 1 50 colour archive photos from the 
1950s and 1960s on British Railways. 

Looking back at Riddles & Ivatt Locomotives 
Looking back at Stanler Locomotives 


SCOTTISH RAILWAYS 



Scottish Railways Two Decades in Transition looks at Scottish 
steam in the 1 950s and 1 960s through 1 50 delightful black & 
white photographs within this 96 page large format hardback. 

Glasgow Central Central to Glasgow brings a comprehensive 
history of this major station from its earliest days through to 
its most recent times using a wealth of colour & black & white 
photographs within its 1 28 pages, softback. 











Sixties Diesel & Electric 



The Sixties Diesel & Electric Days 
Remembered series are 160 pages all 
colour large format landscape hardbacks packed with 
some of the very best colour photographs we can find of 
both forms of traction taken during this fondly recalled era. 


This much acclaimed series runs to five volumes, 

but be quick as the latest two are in short supply already. 





The Eighties Spotting Days series are 96 page all 
colour larger format hardbacks packed with 
a great selection of over 1 50 colour archive 
photos from the 1 980s on British Railways, 

Eighties Spotting Days Out of the Ashes 
Eighties Spotting Days Back to the Ashes 
Eighties Spotting Days Back to the Ashes II NEW 
Eighties Spotting Days Back to the Ashes III NEW 





mmiis 


The Seventies Spotting Days series are 96 page all 
colour larger format hardbacks packed with a great 
selection of over 150 colour archive photos from the 
1 970s on British Railways. 

Seventies Spotting Days around London & the Home Counties 
Seventies Spotting Days around the North West 
Seventies Spotting Days around the Scottish Region 
Seventies Spotting Days around the Midlands 
Seventies Spotting Days around Yorkshire & the North East 
Seventies Spotting Days around the West Country 
Seventies Spotting Days Chasing the Westerns 



These titles from the Looking back at series are 96 page 
all colour larger format hardbacks packed with a great 
selection of over 1 50 colour archive photos from each 
classes earliest days until their demise on British 
Railways or until the end of the end of the millenium 
if they lasted in service that long. We concentrate on 
their working lives, details and livery variations etc. 

Looking back at Peaks 
Looking back at AC Electric Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 24 & Class 25 Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 26 & Class 27 Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 47 Locomotives 
Looking back at Warships 
Looking back at Westerns 
Looking back at Western Region Hydraulics 
Looking back at Deities (low stocks) 

Looking back at Class 50 Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 40 Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 37 Locomotives 
Looking back at English Electric Locomotive 



Postage and packing within the UK is FREE on all orders over £25, otherwise £2.95 
Overseas orders will be charged 1 5% of total order value with orders sent via Surface. 

Telephone orders: 01 463 234004 
or www.strathwood.co.uk 


Orders by post to Strathwood, 9 Boswell Crescent, Inverness IV2 3ET 

Cheques payable to Strathwood 
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PERFORMANCE 


0 to 60 


Just how nimble are today’s 
locos and units, and what’s 
the quickest off the mark? 


After previous runs with Classes 380 and 334, Neville Hill stays in Scotland enjoying loco haulage behind a 
Class 68 bound for the Fife Circle. 


M ORE powerful and sure-footed than a ‘Deltic’, 
the 3800 horsepower Vossloh Class 68s are 
making their impact on the British traction 
scene. As for the Fife commuters to and from 
Edinburgh, they must rate as the luckiest in Britain, 
with a choice of two Mk.2 trains headed with such 
motive power. 

The locos might have a Caterpillar engine, but 
they take off like a butterfly and, although they do 
not sting like a bee, they certainly growl like a bear. 
These locomotives sound the part - quite the 
opposite of the whispering, but perfectly capable, 

Class 67s they replaced. Chiltern Class 68 drivers 
seem to move off slowly and apply more power only 
after 10-15secs, but ScotRail’s initial accelerations 
seem bolder. 

DAMP CONDITIONS 

It was a murky night in ‘Auld Reekie’ with far from 
favourable adhesion conditions for my timed run, but 
the train raced away through the lower speed ranges 
to reach 60mph in 0.77miles and just 79.02 seconds. 
Rail Express’ editor has recorded a couple of trips in 
daylight and better weather, but this late-autumn trip 
managed very similar times despite its disadvantage. 

Power was eased approaching the short- 
formation’s 80mph braking-capability limit, before an 
understandably cautious and potentially slithering 
approach to South Gyle, where more than 100 
passengers furled their umbrellas and hurried on board. 

A couple of comparable runs that I timed with 
Class 67s took nearer lOOsec and 1.2 miles to reach 
60mph, but a March 2014 run with No. 67022 took just 
eight seconds longer to South Gyle after what 
I deemed ‘a confident stop’. 0 


0-60 time 

II 

79 seconds 

RE FACTOR** 


9999 

COMMENT 

IB 

A ‘valiant’ effort 


Note: **The RE (Rail Express) Factor provides a weighted 
comparison of performance, taking into account time, 
load and rated horsepower. A higher score is better. 


HAYMARKET TO SOUTH GYLE 


Loco 

68007 

Vehicles/tare/gross tonnes 

6/200/215 

Train 

17.08 Edinburgh- 
Glenrothes 

Date 

November 3, 2015 

Recorder/Position 

Neville Hill/2nd of 7 


Miles Timing Point Sch. M. S. M.P.H. 


0.00 

HAYMARKET d. 

|0 

0 00 

iy 2 L J 

0.02 



0 14 

10 

0.05 



0 20 

20 ■ 

0.11 



0 28 

30 

0.23 



0 41 

40 

0.45 



0 58 

50 

0.77 

BBBBHB 


1 19 

60 

1.30 



1 48 

70/78 

3.35 

South Gyle a. 

4% 

4 21 



Notes: Timed to l/100th of a second and rounded to 
nearest full second. 


TIMES AND SCORES SUMMARY 


Rank 

No. 

0 to 60 

RE 

Location 

Issue 

Notes 




time (secs) 

Factor** 




1. 

380022 

39 

12939 

South from Troon 

Nov. 2015 

Fastest EMU 

2. 


357017+357033 

50 

15673 

East from West Ham 

May. 2014 


3. 

II 

323224 

51 

14658 

SW from Chelford 

Aug. 2014 


4. 


350403 

54 

12294 

Nth/Sth from Lockerbie 

Nov. 2014 


5. 

II 

365529 

56 

17515 

South from Watlington 

Jan. 2015 


6. 


387111 

56 

14137 

Nth/Sth from Harlington 

Jul. 2015 


7- 

222020 

59 

11181 

West from Long Eaton 

Aug. 2015 

Fastest DMU 

8. 


334021+334029 

60 

14687 

East from Blackridge 

Jan. 2016 


9- 

II 

333013 

63 

15755 

North from Steeton 

May 2015 


10. 


185113 

68 

11088 

Nth from Northallerton 

Oct. 2014 


ii. 

ii 

375606 

70 

12715 

North from Wye 

Jul. 2014 


12 


68007 

79 

9999 

West from Haymarket 

Feb. 2016 

NEW fastest diesel 
loco 

13. 


180110 

83 

8514 

North from Grantham 

Jan. 2014 


14. 


90002 

87 

10376 

South from Diss 

Jun. 2015 

Fastest electric loco 

15. 


220007 

94 

7610 

East from Taunton 

Apr. 2014 


16 


43285/43321 

96 

9050 

South from Burton 

Jan. 2014 

HST 

17. 

ii 

158860 

98 

11630 

West from Brough 

Mar. 2015 


18. 


166205 

102 

11391 

West from Tilehurst 

Mar. 2014 


19. 

ii 

168003 

103 

10640 

Sth from High Wycombe 

Jun. 2014 


20. 


91125 

108 

7806 

Nth from Northallerton 

Dec. 2014 


21. 

ii 

170114 

114 

9878 

South from Burton 

Sep. 2015 


22. 


66184 

148 

10122 

SW from Highbridge 

Oct. 2015 


23. 

ii 

153369 

156 

10144 

East from Newton Abbot Feb. 2015 


24. 


D1015 

174 

10110 

South from Banbury 

Jul. 2014 


25. 

ii 

67006 

179 

8030 

North from Tamworth 

Feb. 2014 


26. 

• 


40145 

325 

9430 

South from Darlington 

Jan. 2015 

• 



CAMERA \1 
PHONE \B 
PHOTOGRAPHY \1 


Think you can do better? If you’ve taken something 
newsworthy, artistic or technically interesting on a mobile 
device, send it in to railexpresseditor@mortons.co.uk and 
we’ll pay our normal rates for any used in the magazine. 


SAMSUNG GALAXY S3: The Fife loco-hauled trains are popular with enthusiasts - this one hauled by 
No. 68005 Defiant on September 3, 2015 attracting a small gallery as it called at Inverkeithing with the 
* 2L69/17.20 Edinburgh to Cardenden. 
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DERBY TRAINMAN & REVIEWS 


It’s your turn 

While some drivers were happy to let a trainman have a go, Tim 
always for noble reasons. 


son 


Helme finds it was not 


Derby 

DY 


Old stalwart 
shunter No. 

08899 looks a 
little ghostly 
after countless 
trips through the 
wash plant in June 
1987. Amazingly, 
it still haunts 
Derby today after 
all the trainmen 
have long gone. 
Philip Helme. 



“At first I thought he was studying a crack in the 
cab roof - until I heard him snore!” 


I T WAS Panic who set the benchmark 
for train handling skills. Panic was the 
wrong name for him really, because if 
he was any more laid-back, he would be 
dead! But I think he earned his nickname 
for the effect he had on people around 
him. 

All week he would be driving a HST 
to Leicester and back under instruction, 
and on the final day he had an inspector 
riding with him. Panic was his usual 
self, totally relaxed and chilled out at 
the controls, whilst the inspector was 
seated on the edge of his chair. 

They were batting along nicely at 
lOOmph, when Panic received the AWS 
warning for two yellows. The next signal 
was clearly one yellow, but Panic made 
no attempt to shut off and start braking. 

The inspector quite rightly queried 
this rather unorthodox driving technique, 
only to receive Panic’s laid-back 
response: “Oh don’t worry about it, the 
signalman always pulls off here... he has 
done all week anyway.” 

This time the inspector really did 
scream! I think it was at this point 
when Panic suddenly became the top 
candidate to replace Iguana Eye in the 
stores. 

Carefree approach 

Some drivers jealously guarded the 
driving seat, others were more than 
happy to let a young trainman take the 
controls. 

I always admired Noddy’s carefree 
approach, because whatever job or train 


we were on, he would usher me into the 
chair straight away. He was more than 
happy to let you get on with it whilst 
he got comfortable in the secondman’s 
seat. Within seconds, he would have his 
shoes off, legs propped on the hotplate 
and stocking feet firmly planted in the 
windscreen. At first I thought he was 
studying a crack in the cab roof, because 
his head was tilted at the precise angle - 
until I heard him snore! 

At least it was not as bad as sharing 
a cab with The Ventriloquist. This driver 
could mimic the cab phone or speed 
sensor warning perfectly, and if he let 
someone drive they would be constantly 


resetting the deadman’s pedal for no 
reason, or answering a fictitious phone 
call, whilst he chuckled away to himself. 

End of an era 

There were many days full of laughter 
and light-heartedness, and there were 
some tough times when the industry 
was in self-destruct mode, but such is 
life. 

British Rail London Midland Region 
ceased to exist on February 5, 1992. 


The remaining buildings of No. 4 Shed 
were demolished that same year, and 
the grade of trainman became obsolete 
in 1994. 

Those last few years of British Rail 
really were the last gasp of the old-style 
railway, and I was glad to have played a 
small part in it. 0 

■ Next month: A jump back to the 
early days of training, and the infamous 
buckeye lift test. 



Farewell to Arms 

The final months of North Lincolnshire’s 
mechanical signalling 


A DVD by Locomaster Profiles 
Published by Locomaster Profiles 
www.locomaster.co.uk 

110 minutes, 16:9 widescreen format. £19.95 inc. postage 




mtffly 

s 




By Ashley Butlin 
Published by Ian Allan 
www.ianallanpublishing.co.uk 

240 pages, mono and colour pics, 292x210mm, hardback. £35.00 


A VERY timely launch to coincide with 
the disappearance of the mechanical 
signalling in North Lincolnshire between 
Scunthorpe and Cleethorpes - one of 
the last major sections of semaphore 
signalling in this country, which was 
swept away over Christmas. 

Filmed with full cooperation from 
Network Rail and its signalling staff, 
the DVD offers great coverage of more 
than a dozen boxes along the various 
routes, some with in-depth filming both 
inside and out, and with the signallers 
at work. 

Modernisation of the signalling 
marks the end of an era in this part 
of the world that dates back to the 


golden age of railways. It is perhaps 
more surprising it has taken this long, 
given that Immingham is one of the 
busiest ports for railfreight, and the 
signallers are kept busy all day long. 
Indeed one of the boxes, Immingham 
Reception, includes the last surviving 
Great Central fitted slide frame. 

The DVD is not just about the 
signalling but the trains too, and there 
is a regular procession of passing 
passenger and freight services - with 
details of each and how the signallers 
deal with their safe operation. 

Overall, it’s a fascinating look at 
what will be a much-missed operation 
in this part of the world. 


IN essence this book is a listing of when 
and where BR locos were scrapped, but 
it is much more than simply just that. 
Being a comprehensive survey in a single 
volume of every diesel and electric 
loco from the start of BR in 1948 to the 
present day, the book is backed up with 
the dates when each entered service 
and, where relevant, was withdrawn 
and scrapped - accompanied by a great 
selection of images. 

The author is a respected railway 
writer and journalist, with many useful 
books to his name already, who over the 
years has built up unrivalled contacts 
with scrap dealers that have allowed 
complete records to be obtained. 


Each class of loco is given a small 
potted history, then a listing of numbers 
and dates, plus numerous pictures 
taken at the relevant scrapyards with 
detailed captions. It is worth repeating 
the listings include locos still in service, 
adding to its value as a work of 
reference that can be updated as and 
when necessary. 

Pre-TOPS locos, manufacturers’ 
prototypes, and departmental locos are 
also included for completeness, as is a 
full listing of all ex-BR locos currently in 
preservation. Finally there’s a very useful 
chart summarising the numbers of each 
class scrapped in the years from 1939 
through to 2015. 


Got Something to review? Send any books, DVDs or other items to the editor at: Rail Express, Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincolnshire LN9 6JR 
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EXPRESS MAILBAG 


Express Mailbag 



Your letters, emails, feedback and other comments are always welcome. Contact us at Rail Express, Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincolnshire LN9 6JR; 
or email: railexpresseditor@mortons.co.uk. The editor reserves the right to edit all letters, and the views expressed here are those of the writer and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the magazine. 


WAVERLEY ROUTE LOCOS 

AFTER DRS No. 37667 became the first loco to have 
worked on the old Waverley Route and the reopened 
Borders Railway section (Headline News, December 
issue), here is a list of other surviving locos known 
to have worked over the line before it closed in 
January 1969. 

No. D9000 (55022) worked the 1A38/14.00 
King’s Cross to Edinburgh, ‘The Heart of Midlothian’ 
via Leeds, Carlisle and Hawick on July 31, 1967, due 
to the derailment of DP2 blocking the East Coast 
Main Line north of York. The RCTS publication The 
Railway Observer also lists No. D9000 being taken 
off the down ‘Flying Scotsman’ immediately on 
arrival at Waverley to work the 16.10 Edinburgh- 


Hawick on September 21, 1968. 

No. D1971 (47790) is pictured working north at 
Hawick on the website www.class47.co.uk. 

No. D1972 (47854) was part of the Haymarket 
allocation and therefore likely to have worked the 
Waverley Route. 

No. D1973 (47270) worked the ‘Grand Scottish 
Tour No. 1’ from Edinburgh to Carlisle on March 25, 
1967. 

No. D1976 (47826) was again part of the 
Haymarket allocation and therefore likely to have 
worked the Waverley Route. 

Andrew Cameron 
By email 



headline news 


Returning Class 37 makes Borders Railway history 






\ U#ar%+ p. 




2-HAP PROGRESS 

I THOUGHT I would drop you an email 
to say thank you for the coverage of 
our project in the recent issue of Rail 
Express (page 91, December issue). 

However, the best views are 
actually on the side away from the 
public and I thought you may like to 
see what we found - a BR Crest! 

I feel that EMU preservation 
needs as much help as possible, 
so any support will be much 
appreciated. 

Paul Colbeck 

www.projectcommuter. org. uk 


SCOTTISH LOADHAUL 'SYPHON 1 QUERY 

THANK you the article in Rail Express Modeller (January 
issue) by David Ratcliffe covering private owner side 
tipper wagons. As a resident of Montrose, and knowing 
how much of a niche subject these wagons are, it 
meant a lot to me having such a subject published. 

I am wondering, though, if anyone can help me 
with something related. A friend of mine is modelling 
the PT005A Thompson Mag lime tippers in ‘00’ for me, 
and I am hoping to identify a Loadhaul-liveried Class 37 
that appeared in Montrose in the late 1990s. 

Sadly I did not get the number of the loco, and was 
hoping someone out there might have noted it? 

Roy Bradley 
Montrose 



POLITICAL INTERFERENCE IN NAMINGS IS 'ANNOYING 1 



AS WE are all aware, the railways have 
been starved of investment for many 
years - hence the reason behind the 
sell-off in the 1990s, because the 
Government did not want to invest in 
one of our vital services, akin to our 
utility bills. 

The railways have also always been, 
and still are, a punch bag from the media 
in general. Yet whenever a new rail line is 
opened, or a locomotive is to be named, 
the first port of call is to a member of the 
government to do the honour of ‘cutting 
the ribbon’. 

That really annoys me. In my opinion 
the honour of carrying out such a duty 
should be given to a more worthy person 
- such as an actor; charity workers; 
people who save our lives; or even 


anyone within the rail industry. 

But inviting a member of the 
government to do the honour is like 
letting an unwelcome person take 
everything from our house and then ask 
them to come to a birthday party to 
celebrate! 

Dennis Price 
Maesteg 

■ Please find attached a photo of 
Southern electro-diesel loco No. 73202, 
which was named Graham Stenning on 
December 11. 

Graham was a very well respected 
apprentice trainer and instructor for 
Southern and BR/Connex, before that 
being a fitter at what is now Battersea 
Gatwick express T&RSMD. 


He died after an illness in May 2015. 
The nameplate was unveiled by his 
niece and nephew and his immediate 
family at Brighton T&RSMD. His work 


college Peter Worsfold also gave a small 
speech. 

Colin Smith 
Gosport 



DfT issues East Jgjjgj 
franchise specificatic 


intial reading for to day’s r ail enthusiast This magazine can be read on 
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TIME TRAVELLER 


MARYLEBONE GREEN: A flashback 
to Marylebone in February 1986, two 
months before the station’s closure 
threat was lifted, finds shunter 
No. 08556 stabled with ex-Class 15 
No. ADB 968000. The former No. D8243 
had been converted to a carriage 
heating unit and was allocated to 
Marylebone for warming the stock 
of steam specials using the London 
terminus in the 1980s. The Class 15 
was withdrawn from regular service in 
1969, but survived in departmental use 
until 1989 and was finally cut at Vic 
Berry’s scrapyard, Leicester, in February 
1991. Note the station’s still steam 
age atmosphere compared to today, 
and the Vauxhall Chevette estate car 
parked where there are now two more 
platforms. DC Collection 


^ kM 


FEBRUARY 
1966 


I BLUE PULLMAN 


FOOTEXS: Cup tie 

football specials formed of a Western 
diesel Pullman set included one from 
Walsall to Norwich Thorpe on February 
12, followed on March 5 by one from 
Coventry to Liverpool Lime Street. The 
Norwich trip was the first visit of the 
type there, and hire of the eight-coach 
train was said to cost £1200. 


■ CAMBRIAN SINGLED: The last 
remaining sections of double track 
between Shrewsbury and Aberystwyth 
were singled, these being the four-and- 
a-half miles from Welshpool to Forden 
and the mile out of Aberystwyth to 
Llanbadarn Crossing. These changes 
made the 115 miles from Shrewsbury 
to Pwllheli the longest section of single 
track route on the London Midland 
Region. 



GO... 

FEBRUARY 

1976 


■ SCOTTISH 
SCRAPPERS GO 


SOUTH: Withdrawn 
Class 24s from the Scottish Region 
began arriving at Doncaster Works for 
breaking up. On February 1, Nos. 24003, 
24018 and 24096 were seen in the 
Chief Civil Engineer’s depot adjacent to 
the loco shed, and three weeks later 
they had been joined by Nos. 24008, 
24070, 24095 and 24098. Nos. 24101 
and 24132 were already in the works 
awaiting their fate. 


■ DMUs GO TOO: Other ex-Scottish 
stock on the Eastern Region were 
the Swindon-built DMUs that had 
recently been displaced from Glasgow- 
Edinburgh shuttles. They were noted at 
Ely on their way to Kings Scrapyard in 
Wymondham, Norfolk. 
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bAGO... 

FEBRUARY 
1986 


M NEW ELECTRIC 
LOCOS: A contract 
for 31 Class 91 electric locos worth 
£35 million was awarded to GEC 


Transportation Projects. The deal 
included an option to order 25 more 
during 1988. The overall design and that 
of the electrical and control systems was 
developed by GEC, while the mechanical 
parts and final assembly was contracted 
to British Rail Engineering Limited (BREL). 
No. 91001 entered service in March 


1989. Meanwhile 29 Class 87/2s costing 
more than £29 million were ordered from 
BREL for the West Coast Main Line, with 
an option to buy 31 more in 1987. The 
locos, which were redesignated Class 90 
before entering service in July 1988, were 
ordered to replace the ageing Classes 
81-85. 



GO... 

FEBRUARY 

1996 

■ BR BREAK- 
UP BEGINS: The 


time of 02.00 on 
February 4, was the moment when 
the nationalised railway, formed at 


the start of 1948, began to be broken 
up as Stagecoach Holdings took over 
South West Trains and Great Western 
Holdings took charge of routes out 
of Paddington. LTS Rail was due to be 
handed over at the same time, but 
this was delayed while an allegation 
of ticket fraud was investigated. 


The official handover ceremony took 
place on February 5, when transport 
secretary Sir George Young arrived 
at Waterloo in the cab of GW HST 
power car No. 43185, which had been 
repainted and named Great Western 
at Plymouth’s Laira depot specially for 
the occasion. 



one of the largest and most important 
in the steam and diesel eras, was 
demolished during January and February 
to clear the site for redevelopment. 


The eight-bay structure dated from 
the 1890s and once formed the core 
of the extensive Derby Works site, of 
which the 1839-built ex-North Midland 
Railway roundhouse and two relatively 
small adjoining workshops remain 
amid modern business units known as 
Pride Park. The loco works was latterly 
owned by Bombardier Transportation 
for its bogie and signalling divisions, the 


company still having a presence in the 
city with its factory on nearby Litchurch 
Lane. Derby was one of the first plants in 
Britain to mass-produce diesels, turning 
out the first of about 1000 in 1934, 
and leaving its mark on history with the 
prototype LMS Co-Cos Nos. 10000 and 
10001 in the late 1940s. It was also the 
birthplace of many Type 4 ‘Peaks’ and 
Type 2 Bo-Bos. 
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LU WORLD 


Christopher Westcott & Piers Connor 


Metropolitan Line extension to 
Watford Junction finally approved 


AFTER several years of planning and 
negotiations, the Metropolitan Line 
extension project to Watford Junction at 
last has the green light. 

The final hurdle of a funding shortfall 
of £49 million has been overcome, with 
TfL adding to the £110 million from 
the DfT and £125 million from local 
funding. It should be noted, however, that 
construction costs, currently estimated 
to be £284.4 million, are in stark contrast 
to the £65 million forecast to build the 
extension back in 2005. 

A new 400 metre viaduct over the 
A412 Watford Road dual carriageway 
and the Grand Union Canal will be 
constructed as part of the works. 

Two new stations at Cassiobridge and 
Watford Vicarage Road will also be built 
on the route that was previously one 
of the branches of the Watford and 
Rickmansworth Railway. 

The Metropolitan Line currently has 
a complement of 58 eight-car ‘S’ Stock 
units, but the extension will require an 
additional train. Instead of being a new 
‘S8’, however, it is believed that ‘S 7 unit 
Nos. 21327-21328, which currently uses 
vehicle No. 23586 as its eighth car, will 
become a permanent feature on the line. 

Construction work will commence 
this year, with the long-anticipated 
extension being completed in 2020. 0 



Watford 

Junction 

station 


Watford 

Metropolitan line 
station 


New Viaduct 


Cassiobridge 

station 


Watford 
Health Campus 
Site 


New 1 
Watford Vicarage 
station 


Disused Network 
Rail branch line A 


Disused Watford 
West station not 
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TMM776 


Daily usage records broken again and again Wi-fi available at 


DURING November and December, 
Transport for London announced that 
passenger records had been broken 
repeatedly. 

The previous record was 4.734 
million, set on November 28, 2014. 
However on October 9, 2015, 

4.735 million passengers used the 
Underground, and this figure was 
surpassed on December 4, when 4.821 
million passengers used the network. 


That same week also witnessed 28.69 
million journeys being made, beating 
the previous record of 28.61 million 
journeys made during the last week of 
October. 

TfL says that 18 of the top 20 
busiest days ever recorded on the Tube 
network were made in 2015, but it 
expected the record to be beaten again 
when figures are released for the end 
of 2015. 


WI-FI has now been installed at the 
vast majority of Underground stations 
across the network. The 100 stations 
most recently added to the list are 
those located towards the extremities 
of the lines across the network. 

With connectivity of 100Mbps now 
installed at 250 stations, usability has 
increased measurably since the first 
wi-fi network was installed in 2012. 

. Passengers should have connectivity 


NEW LU TRACK MACHINES: 

London Underground has taken delivery 
of two new points and crossings tampers 
made by Matisa in Switzerland. The type 
B45UE machines were ordered in 2013 
as part of a programme to upgrade and 
modernise LU’s civil engineering activities 
at a cost of £7 million. They were 
delivered by road to Ruislip depot in West 
London in early December. They are 
Nos. TMM 775 (pictured at Ruislip on 
December 9) and 776, but also carry Euro 
Vehicle numbers, Nos. 99 70 9128 003-9 
and 99 70 9128 004-7 respectively, so 
they can travel on Network Rail metals. 
They were due to enter service from 
January on surface and sub-surface 
lines, but cannot be used in deep tunnel 
sections. Two rail-mounted cranes and 
eight tilt-deck wagons have also been 
ordered from German firm Kirow for 
delivery by October 2017. Keith Fender 

« 

250 LU stations 

between the ticket hall and platforms. 

In the past year alone, usage has 
increased by almost 700% - from 3TB 
of data to 20TB of data traffic every 
day. 

The wi-fi is provided by Virgin 
Media, but customers of most other 
mobile service providers can access 
free travel information, including live 
service updates and TfL’s journey 
planner. 
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RAIL EXPRESS D&E SHOW PREVIEWED IN FULL 



DIESEL AND 
ELECTRIC ERA 
MODELLING 


Georgemas Junction modelled in 
the early years of privatisation 


■" YOUR 

f 40 PAGES 

OF MODELLING 

START 

HERE! , 


POLLOCK SCOTRANS LTD. 
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Building the 
Rumney Models 
etched mineral 
wagon chassis 
kit in 4mm 




Limited 
edition 
Malcolm 
Class 08 
unveiled 








ULTIMA* 


Be part of the digital revolution at WWW.dynamisdcc.com 



Scan QR code to Find out 
more or visit 

www.dynamisdcc.com 
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Introducing a new level of sophistication in 
Digital Command Control (DCC) systems 
from Bachmann. 


Combining the features of Dynamis with the 
Pro Box and more, Dynamis Ultima is the 
ideal system with which to begin your DCC 
adventure. Unlike the Pro Box before it, 
Dynamis Ultima is not an extension pack: it is 
a complete DCC system and is suitable for the 
beginner and the experienced DCC user alike. 


36-504 Dynamis Ultima DCC System 

• USB COMPUTER INTERFACE 


RAILCOM® COMPATIBLE 


□YiMAJVlIS ULTIMA * 1 

WIRELESS DIGITAL CONTROL SYSTEM 


BOOSTER CONNECTIONS 


TRANSFORMER FOR ALL GAUGES 


WIRELESS DIGITAL CONTROL 


CONTROL OF MULTIPLE TRAINS 


CONTROL OF UP TO 100 ACCESSORIES 


SUPPORTS ADVANCED AND UNIVERSAL 


CONSISTING 


To find your nearest retailer, please visit www.bachmann.co.uk 

Model, Collect & Create 


A Bachmann Product 


February 2016 



TELEPHONE: 01244 400930 



CHESTER MODEL CENTRE 



71 ■ 73 BRIDGE STREET ROW (East) CHI 1NW 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Mon - Sat 10:00am - 17:30pm Sunday 11:00am -17:00pm 



JOIN OUR MAILING LIST TODAY TO BE KEPT UP TO 
DATE WITH ALL OUR RECENT RELEASES, SPECIAL 
OFFERS AND MUCH MUCH MORE. 

SEE WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS 


The Model Shop For The North West and North Wales 
www.chestermodelcentre.com Email: shop@chestermo 


TOY & TRAIN COLLECTORS' FAIR 

GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL STADIUM 

Neilson Road, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE10 OEF (A 184 off Felling bypass} 



SATURDAY, 27th FEBRUARY 

10am - 3 pm Admission: Adult £3 Child/Son lor £2,00 
£5 Early Bird Ticket www.carli si etoyfalr.com 
• Buy, sett, swap collectable toys • Refreshments 
* GOOD PARKING FACILITIES 

Selling your Collection 7 Hire a table at the Toy Fair. Ring for details. 


I For table bookings and enquiries contact Jim 07504 035955 
email: ji mjcorr 7 3@ hot mai Lco.uk 


DURHA M VINTAG E TOYS 

Durham Indoor Market, Unit 68, DH1 3 NJ 
Open 5 days per week 1 Qam-4pm 
Closed Wednesday 
Old & New Diecast, Trains, 
Star Wars, Model Soldiers 
Old Comics & Football 
Programmes 
Collections wanted 


( PHOENIX ^ PRECISION ] 

NNK 

01268 730549 Products 

www.phoenix-paints.co.uk sales@phoenix-paints.co.uk . 


| Visit ■» scalescenes.com 


Download Print Build 


The home of quality 
downloadable card model 
railway kits since 2005 



ALL NEW Terraced Houses 

Versatile and highly detailed 
ONLY £4.99 


Cart HUS 

that pass er 

closet .< 0 ^ 


View our large range ofN and 00 
kits and texture sheets 


Buy once 



Timber Yard / Building Site Accessories 


00 / 4 MM 


A* 


Includes Roof Trusses, Sawhorses, Planks, Timber Stack 
Very easy to asserrtble. Can Be used as toiry loads too! 


0(049-00 Laser Cut Plywood Kit - Only £7.50! 



KEITH’S MODEL RAILWAYS 

(run by a genuine enthusiast ) 

We BUY, sell and exchange 

Any Model Railways wanted, any gauge Bachmann, Lima, Hornby, 
Ileljan, DapoL, Peco, Vi-trains 

Fair Prices Given. Any gauge, any condition. Exhibitions attended 

shak.marge@yahoo.co.uk Telephone: 0116 277 8634 




John Dutfield llp 01245 494455 


OPENING TIMES: 
Open 9-5.30 Mon , Tues, 
Thurs, Fri & Sat . 
Closed Weds & Sun 


Wards Yard, 133 Springfield Park Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 §BE 
www.johndutfieLdmodelraiTways.co.uk • heatherwilkinson@btconnect.com 


Stockists of: Hornby, Bachmann, Dapol, Heljan, 
Parish, Peco - Scalextric and secondhand 
- MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 


ej 

Quality 1 


TRACK 

MODELS 


Quality laser-cut kits with 
extraordinary detail 



for stock 


grH;iiui:h] 


■ST 
check your 
local retailer 


www.4trackmodels.co.uk 

Tel: 01264 541 007 Email: sales@4trackmodels.co.uk 




We will buy 
almost any Railway 
Collection, large or small. 
All gauges will be taken, in any 
condition. We always give an honest 
price and will collect and dismantle any layout. 


Telephone: 01302 371623 
Mobile: 07526 768178 

or email: anoraksanonymous@googlemail.com 
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Left: The new year got off to a good start with Heljan 
announcing its intention to produce the Class 07 in ‘00’ 
gauge for release in 2017. Best remembered for their 
time based at Southampton Docks and Eastleigh, the 
Ruston & Hornsby-built shunters have remained popular 
thanks to their exploits in industrial use and preservation. 
On June 25, 1977, No. 07011 could be found at work in 
Southampton Docks shunting pre-Nationalisation design 
parcels stock. Rail Photoprints/Graham Smith 

Below: This month’s main feature takes a look at 
the ‘00’ gauge layout Georgemas Junction. A largely 
faithful recreation of the Far North station, it is one of 
comparatively few D&E layouts to be based on a real 
location. On August 7, 2000, No. 158712 has arrived back 
at Georgemas Junction having already visited Thurso with 
the 12.10 Wick to Inverness. A near four-hour journey to 
Inverness still lay ahead for the crew and passengers. 
Martin Loader 


Editor’s comment 



Simon 

Bendall 

Rail Express 

Modeller 

editor 


7 Newsdesk: Latest developments 

Just a few weeks into 2016 and the new announcements 
have begun with Heljan unveiling the Class 07 shunter. 
Meanwhile, Murphy Models has set out its 4mm plans for 
the year, including the 121 Class GMs. 

10 Layout: Georgemas Junction 

The turn of this century saw the Far North line become 
an unlikely freight hotspot, much of this centred on 
Georgemas Junction. George Woodcock describes his 
layout and the many freight flows portrayed. 

2 1 Diesel & Electric Show preview 

February 20-21 will see Rail Express stage its first model 
railway exhibition since 1997 in Telford, this focusing 
entirely on the diesel and electric era. The many 
attractions on show are detailed in full here. 


26 Reviews: Malcolm Class 08 

Due to be released at Model Rail Scotland is a limited- 
edition Bachmann Class 08, this depicting one of the 
Malcolm shunters used at Daventry. Commissioned by 
the AMRSS, the model is profiled in detail. 

30 Reviews: Heljan Class 27 

Heljan has released another batch of 4mm scale Class 
27s, including a rather oddball economy green machine 
that is reviewed here. There’s also a round-up of other 
recent book and model releases. 

31 Reviews: Rumney Models 

The highly detailed 4mm scale etched chassis kits 
produced by Rumney Models can transform the look of 
wagons if you are prepared to put the time in. One of the 
mineral wagon kits is tackled here. 


016 should be a year of some significance in the 
model railway world with such releases as the 
Dapol Class 68 and 7mm Class 08, Rapido APT-E, 

] Revolution Trains ‘Pendolino’ and TEA, Hornby Class 71 
i as well as, hopefully, Bachmann Mk.2f coaches to look 
I forward to. There are also some notable anniversaries 
■ on the horizon, including 30 years since the launch of 
1 Network SouthEast, 40 years of the Intercity 125s 
entering passenger service and, most significantly, BR 
i blue notches up its 50th year, 
i This issue contains full details of the Rail Express 
i Diesel & Electric Show, which is taking place at the 
1 Telford International Centre on February 20-21. A strong 
line-up of layouts has been assembled along with 
, demos, traders and other displays. Hopefully, many 
i readers will come along and enjoy this all D&E event! 

4 



24 Exhibition diary 

February is a busy time for shows with the twin 
attractions of Stafford and Model Rail Scotland both 
taking place. Always featuring strong D&E line-ups, both 
are previewed alongside the usual diary dates. 


33 Reviews: Farish pipe wagons 

The latest Bachmann wagon to be scaled down to ‘N’ 
gauge and join the Graham Farish range is the BR 12t 
pipe wagon. Available in both bauxite and engineers’ 
olive green, we take a look at this useful model. 
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exhibitorTstands \ 


GUIDE / 


\ GAUGE SOCIETIES / DEMO NSTRATIONS \ 


RAILWAY 

MODELLER 


PECO 


The Association of Model Railway Societies In Scotland 

SECC Glasgow 2016 

Fri 26th, Sat 27th and Sun 28th February 






Admission Prices: (at the door): Adult £12 + Guide FOC Child £6 




mm 


Family (2+2x1 day) £27 + Guide FOC. 

Advance Ticket Prices: Adult £11 + Guide FOG Child £5 Family (2+2x1 day) £26 + Guide FOG. 

Advance ticket holder can enter 30 minutes prior to official opening times. 

Tickets may be bought at the show or in advance by visiting our website www.modelraiI-seotIand.co.uk, 



To purchase advance tickets by post, please forward a cheque or postal order made payable to ‘AMRSS 1 together with a 
self addressed stamped envelope, to arrive no later than 15th February 2016. 

AMRSS. PO ?•*.'( 01 1 ^08^ Mfcg 9AF. 


[HORNBY?] 








NEWSDESK 


Murphy Models confirms 121 Class 


Production of the Irish Rail 
single-cab General Motors 
diesels is to go ahead. 

NEW Year’s Day brought the news that 
modellers of the Irish Rail system have 
long been waiting for as Murphy Models 
announced that it will produce the 121 
Class diesels in ‘00’ gauge. 

In demand ever since the company 
first released its 141/181 Class models 
some years ago, the earlier single-cab 
design will now be given the same high 
quality treatment. 

Introduced from 1961, the success 
of the 15-strong class saw General 
Motors achieve total dominance in 
providing locomotives to Irish Rail 
with the last two examples being 
withdrawn from traffic in 2008. With 
design work already underway, Murphy 
Models hopes to release the first two 
liveries this Christmas, which will be 
as delivered CIE grey/yellow and IE 
orange/black with white lining. The 
remaining intermediate liveries are all 
due to follow during mid-late 2017. Due 
to exchange rate volatility, an expected 
retail price will be given at a later date. 


Enterprise updated 

Also on the production schedule is 
a further run of the 201 Class in the 
latest incarnation of the cross-border 
Enterprise livery. Due to be limited 
in number, models will be produced 
in both the interim silver and black 


unbranded livery along with the full 
scheme with purple and red swooshes. 

On the coaching stock front, a 
new batch of Mk.2 air-conditioned 
coaches will arrive in the summer, 
these sporting a corrected version of 
the Supertrain livery with new running 


numbers after the initial run was rather 
spoiled by the use of inaccurate paint 
shades in China. 

Lastly, the Cravens buffet car will 
also get a second release as 
No. 1509 following much demand. 
www.murphymodels.com Cl 



Irish Rail’s Nos. 124 and 122 betray their American ‘switcher’ origins as they wait to depart 
Limerick on September 13, 1986. The duo were bound for Dublin Connolly with the 
‘Eireann Explorer’ railtour, which was jointly organised by F&W Railtours 
and Hertfordshire Railtours. Rail Photoprints/Bert Wynn 




* 


New 'super' Class 24 
goes on general sale 

THE new ‘00’ gauge Class 24 produced 
by Rail Exclusive offshoot Sutton’s 
Locomotive Works has now gone on 
general sale, having initially been 
restricted to previous purchasers of its 
limited editions. The all new Type 2 model 
is only available from the company and 
aims to set new levels of detail. 

The two initial releases are pioneer 
No. D5000 in as delivered all-over BR 
green with waist stripe, this sporting all 
the correct detail features such as extra 
bodyside grilles and correct pattern 
axleboxes. Joining it is No. 24081 in BR 
blue, which was the last to be withdrawn. 

The price for a standard DC model 
is £160 with a DCC sound example at 
£260. For ‘EM’ or ‘P4’ modellers, regauged 
wheelsets can be fitted before delivery 
for an extra £20. Further Class 24 models 
are planned for release in due course. 
www.sulzertype2. co. uk 


Heljan announces 4mm 
Class 07 dock shunter 

THE first UK outline new model 
announcement of 2016 was claimed by 
Heljan with the company unveiling plans 
to release the Class 07 shunters in ‘00’ 
gauge. Due on sale at some point in 2017, 
few details have been released such 
as price or loco identities. However, the 
Ruston & Hornsby-built locos will appear 
in both BR green and BR blue. Reflecting 
the type’s later career in industrial use, 
Hattons has also commissioned an 
exclusive limited edition in the form of 
No. 07001 in HNRC orange/grey, with pre- 
orders now being taken, www.heljan.dk 




i 


Hattons unveil 

DECEMBER saw Hattons release the 
first CAD images of its forthcoming 
‘00’ gauge model of the ICI limestone 
hoppers. The long-lived wagons are 
being produced in conjunction with 
Oxford Rail and will be released in 
several different liveries and branding 
styles to cover the whole of their 
careers operating from the Peak 
District. Now undergoing checking 
for accuracy, these images show the 



hopper CAD 



hoppers’ later condition with plate 
bogies and roller bearings; original 
diamond frame bogies will also be 
produced, www.ehattons.com 


Invicta commissions Longmoor Mk.l 


THE next limited edition model to be 
released by Invicta Model Rail will see 
the retailer continue its theme of 
producing stock used at the Longmoor 
Military Railway, Hampshire. This takes 
the form of a 57ft Mk.l suburban Brake 


Second (BS) in the railway’s dark blue 
livery. To be produced by Bachmann, 
the ‘00’ gauge model should be 
released this year and can be pre- 
ordered now for £34.99. 
www.invictamodelrail.com 



IN BRIEF 


■ RT Models has released replacement 
etched side valances for the ‘00’ 
gauge Hornby Sentinel shunter. 
Produced in nickel silver, they are 
intended to remove the unsightly 
joint between the chassis casting and 
plastic underframe parts. Including 
the sandbox spill plates, two versions 
are available for either the chain drive 
or rod drive variants. Both are priced 
£4.50. www.rtmodels.co.uk 


■ NEW 4mm scale transfer packs from 
Railtec Models include a sheet for the 
DB Schenker Class 67s (2086, £7.90), 
Colas Rail’s BR green No. 37057 
(37057C, £7.50), BR Research Class 
31 No. 97204/31970 (1173, £6.50) 
and HNRC Class 20s Nos. 20056 and 
20066 in Corns yellow (2351, £6.90, 
also 2mm £4.90). For Freightliner Class 
66s are the recently introduced zero 
injuries logos and auto-start warning 
notices (1066, £3.90) while also new 
are Toton ‘TO’ depot logos on both 
black and red backgrounds (1286, 
£3.90). www.railtec-models.com 



ENJOY RAIL EXPRESS 
MODELLER IN EVERY ISSUE 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

ON PAGE 76 


Supplement No. 142 


February 2016 RAIL EXPRESS Modeller M7 








GAUGEMASTER.com 

The Online Home of The Engine Shed 



C ffiACTT Q R DI SC H AR GE UW jTS 


€R ft 5s. ft . gam .«ATs 


GM13 Pair of Leads (Joinersto Wire) 
GMGfi Hanby Type Track Pns 1 (torn 
GM67Ejsra Long Track Pm 15mra 


DCC 

CONTROL 


HjCft U FkfexiBU TR AC K 


GM1& Code 80 |N> Red Jnrws {74) 


£04 Ji 
£164.95 
£99,95 
£154.% 
£174.95 


&M57 M Lit Btffcr Stop on Track 
9458 N Buffer Slop lights (Pock d 2) 
GM17 Pair of Leads (N Jrnerf Bare Wire) 


DCC01 Prodgy Express System 


GAIC-PM1 Moor wilt) Buill-ln SwiEdi 
GMC-PH2 Motor No Switch 
GMC-PM4 Moor LMcfwg Mechanism 


UNCOUPIFRS 

GHC-EM1 N Dacbro F.fegnelx Uncouple 
GMC-EM2 Coupkig Adaptor Fret (20) 
GWC-TLU 00 Tension Lock Uncarptef 


aMKJSBASSitaBM 


Lfl.95 

£495 

£10.% 


£16995 


TRACK 


£279.95 


GM111 OO/HO Brown Eknllast (500g> 
GM210 Flwibk? Biased Underlay { 5m) 
GH214 Point & Crossing BaBaSting Kit 


GMC-1 00 Si#e Track £34.95 

GMC>10(M) Sitgfe Track 0 State £44.95 

GMC-1D0LGB Single Crack G Scale £54.95 

GMG U Single Track SimulMion £44.95 

GMD-Uf Single Track Feedback £39.95 

GMC-UOSiigte Track StmiAwtonO Scale £59,% 
GMC-L1D Twin Track £54.95 


CM 96 Slade Grass Starter Set £9.95 

GM1 93 Puffer Bottle £4.75 

GM1 69 Slutic Grass Gkre |7S0n4) £6.95 

GM1 70 Spring Glass Flock |30g) B.15 

CM1 71 Sinwncr Grass Flock (30g) 0.1 5 

GM1 72 Moorland Grass Flock (30g) £3.15 

CM 173 Meadow Grass Flock (30g) 0.1 5 

GMl 74 Wocdland Floor Grass Flock (30g) 1125 


GM704 Large Vdlage BadSCOW 17,95 

GM705 Large Cloudy Sky Backscene £7.95 

GM706 Large Indusiriai Backscene £7.96 

GM707 Large Horsebacks Backscene £7.95 

GM708 Large Prcny UK Tow Backscene £7,95 

GM7S1 Stnai Vafey Backscene £4.95 

GM752 Sinai Countryside Backscene £4.95 

GM753 Smal Open Field Backscene £4.95 

GM754 Smal Village Backscene E4.D5 


DCC03 Prodigy Mm nce2 Wireless Systm 1479.95 


DECODERS 

DCC22 CLASSIC 2 FunOioriMSno E24.9S. 

DCC23 CLASSIC 6 Pin Hog -In Decoder £24.95 

DCC27 OWIM 21 * 8 F*» Decoder £18.96 

UCC28 OMM 6 Rn Decoder nth Harness E20.95 
DCC29 OMM Drect Plug Decoder £19,95 

BPDCC27 OMNI 21 & 9 Pin Decoder (5) E89.K 

BPOCC28 OMNI 6 Pin with Harness (5) £99,9 5 

BPDCC2S OMNI Direct Pkig Decoder <51 £94 .06 
DCC30 Accessory Decoder 4 Accessories E59.95 
DCC31 Accessory Decoder KatollraTrxk E15.Q5 


BUDGET SCATTERS 
GMl 01 Meadow Scatter (5Gg) 

GMl 02 Mid Green Scalier (SOg) 
GM1 03 Dark Green Scatter {50g» 
CM 105 Spring Grout Scatter (SOg) 
GM1 08 Earth Brawn Scatter (SOgl 
GM109 Block Scalk'i (50g) 

GM1 I'D RedBrown Scatter |50g> 
CM1 12 Irritation Coal (SOg) 

GMl 16 Grey Tarmac Scatte (SOg) 


CLEANERS FOR DC (ANALOGUE) USE ONLY 
GWC-HF1 Single Track Unit £39.1 

GMC-MF2 Double Track Urtt £49.9 


9 0 § C Mi C93K trackbep s y stem 


HANDHELD CONTROLLERS 


A>M f-HL?NG 'HACK CLEANING PAHS 


GM757 Sure* Housebacks Backscene 
GM75B Smal Pretty UK 1<mn Backscene 


DCC ACCESSORIES 


GM251 3mn» Cok Tracked 4,5 x SOem (6) £05 


DCC11 Prodigy Extension Plate 07.95 

DCC13 PrrfigyAdtf Wrafcss Waft wound £179.95 
0CC14 Prodigy Adv2 BacUt Walkaround £129.95 


GMC-M 1 OulpU 2 x IGv AC 
GHC-M1DC Output 2 *12v DC 
GMG-M2 Output 1 x 16v AC (26a) 
GMGM3 Output 1 x 24v AC {1 25a) 
■GMC-M4 Output 2 xl2v AC (1 25a) 


GM252 3mm Cork Roles 15 x 50cm (2) 
GM240 For RH Sectional Pont [2] 

GM241 for LH Sectoral Perm (2) 

GM244 For RH Sectional Curved Pdnl {2) 
GM245 For LH Socbonal Curved Point (2) 
GM247 For Y Sectional Part (2) 


00 SCALE WIDE ROAD SYSTEM 
GKZ70 GOnvn VAa Tarmac Road (1m) 
GM371 BOrtrn Wide Llttwrsat Coves (2) 


GMl 60 1 Kjh* Green Hedpsow (Ira) 
GMl 61 Dark Green Hedgerow (1m) 
GMl 64 light Green lichen (SOg) 

GMl 65 Dark Gt eon Lichen (SOg) 

GMl 66 Assorted Lichen (30g} 

FOLIAGE 

GMl 50 Fine Light Green Fdiage (30g) 
GMl 51 Fine Dark &een Fohags |30g) 
GMl 52 Fine M Green Fotage (30g) 
GMl 53 Fine Li^tl BroAtt Fofcige (30g) 
GMl 54 Fine Brcwt Foioga (30g) 


00 SCALE NARROW ROAD SYSTEM 


WALL MOUNT! D TRANSI ORMERS 
GMC.WH1 Ompul 1 x 16v AC or 1 2v DC 
GMC-WM2 Output 1 JtSvDC (0.6a) 


£19^S 

£14.95 


N SCALF CORK TRACKBED SYSTEM 


£12.95 

£14.95 

£14,9$ 


DCC15 TJecoder Doctor’ Oecnder Tester £79,95 
DCC40 Alio Reverse Module 09.96 

DCC4S Prodigy OCC Booster Un* 8 Amp £179,95 
DCC51 Prodigy Wireless Conversion Set £259.05 
DCCS5 Prodqy Wired Computet Interface £54.95 
DCC60 S pare plug for Rodigy £3.25 

DCC61 Medium NEM 652 Socket (5) £7,95 

DCC62 Prodigy Urtveml Lead <2m) £4 .95 

DCCE3 Prodigy Adr Power SLppty Unit £24.95 
DCC64 Prodgy Rawer Pack Lead E6.95 

DCC65 Prodqy Express Power Supply Unit £25.95 
DCCTI Prodgy Oeaxto Testw £9,05 

DCCJI2 8 to 31 Pin Adaptor £4,50 

DCC77 Prodgy Wafcurouixl Adapter £9.95 


jmiBMjSEfiBMSK 

GMC-T 1 Output 2 x 1 Gv AC (la) 
GMC-T2 Output 1 k IBvAC t?.5fl) 
GS4C-T 3 Output 1 x24vAC (125a) 
GMC-T4 Otitput 2 K 1 2v AC (1«) 


GM52Muiy Scale Track Tnter 


N SCALE ROAD SYSTEM 


SCENICS 


GMOSS1 Super Shuffle Uni £34 M 

GMC~SS1LG8 Stator Shuttle Unit G Scale £44.95 
GMC-SS2 Station Stop Unit £39 JS 


GM180 Plum Trees |3) 

GMl 81 Plum Trees in Blossom (3) 
GM1B2FruiTrees(3) 

GMl 83 Apple Trees (3) 

GM164 Birch Trcns (3) 

GMl 85 Weeping Wilcw Trees (3) 
GMl 86 Poplar Trees P> 

GMl 87 Pine Trees (3) 

GMl 88 Beech Tims (2) 


STRUCTURES 


GM98 900mm NfSIhwr Flexide Track (1 DO) £295 
GM93 900mm NiSihicr BK Ftad Track (24) £79.95 
GM94 9O0mm NfSihw Bm flexi Track (24) £79.95 
GW97 900mm WSite* Brn Ftexl Track (100) £295 
GMl 0 Code 100 (00) Rail Joiners (24) E2.4S 


POINT 

CONTROL 


GMl <5 Country F encing 290mm Length £6,95 

GM 371 Garden Fcrvcrtcj 290mm Length £6.95 


ANALOGUE 

CONTROL 


Qo^LURK&mimm 


GM45 CCiHD Re-Rail a 
GM54 00 Buffer Stop 
BF’GMSd 00 BuHer Slop (5 Pack) 


Contains Mains Powered CDU. 3 x Pott* Motors, J 
xfte!xifmWiK*3xr(^ Saltern, tout 
for dw brgttitm 


GMl 20 00 Scale Spring Trees (TO) 
GMl 29 00 Scale Summer Troes 0 0) 


GM10Q Mod Roc (275m) £4$0 

GM119 Fine Flasler of Paris (ikg) P.95 

GM130 in 6 Cork Sheet 3‘ x 2 (60 x 90cm) £6.50 
GM131 141 Cort Sheet 3' x 7 (60 * 90cm) E10.5Q 
GM167 Balsa Duiidlo 50x76 x229?mn £195 

GM168 Balsa Bundle 75 x 150 x 450mm 19-95 


BULK TREES 

GMl 20 Deciduous Trees (25) 
GMl 21 Mixed Trees (25) 

GMl 22 Fir Trees (25) 


CMC -COMBI Single Tradi Comoller £39 95 

* ‘ * £84.0S 


GMC-lflOM SirKj)e Track 


THOUSANDS OF ITEMS ARE IN STOCK NOW. E & OE. 
WE CAN DELIVER POST FREE TO MOST UK ADDRESSES 




GM37 00810 Track Cteuwg Pads a) 

E5.50 

GM39 N Track Oeartira) Puds (3) 

E5.S0 

TRACK TESTER 



GM123 Smal F4 Trees (50) 
GM124 Deciduous Trees (25) 
GM12S Sprues Trees (25) 

MAKE YOUR OWN TREES 

E29J5 

£19,95 

£19,95 

GM19S Seafaem tor Tree Mnkir^ 

£19,95 

GMl 56 Light Green Scene Leases (SOg) 

£3.65 

GMl 57 Md Green Scenic Leaves (SOg) 

£3,65 

GMl 58 Dark Green Scaik Leaves (SOg) 

£3.65 

FLOWERS 


GMl 39 Flowerbeds 

£11.95 

• JS'JB 

ir 


k 


GMl 75 OCYHO Garden Rimers 

£9.25 

GMl 76 OOTHO Water Plants 

£9,25 

GMl 77 0G7H0 Garden Phnts 

£9.25 

GMl 76 OOfHO Wid Ftowas 

£9.25 

GRASS TUFTS 


GMl 36 Spring Grass T ufts 

£10,95 

GM137 Summer Grass Ttdls 

£10.95 

GM136 Flowering Grass Tufts 

£11,95 

BRICKWORK 

GM30 Plain Stone Wal Grey 

£9,25 

GM31 Grey Sione Wall & Bulresses 

£9,25 

GM32 Grey Slone Walt & Arches 

£9.25 

GM197 Stone Tumel Wall 

E7.9S 

GM138 Single Tumol Mouth & Walls 

£14.95 

GM199 Dcubto TirnnH *4outh & WNts 

£19,05 

BACKSCEMF5 


GM701 Largo Valley Badncone 

£7.95 

GM7D2 Large Coratryside Back, scene 

£7.95 

GM703 Large Open Field Bnckscene 

£7.05 










Gaugemaster Controls Ltd, Gaugemaster House, Ford Road 
Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 OBN, United Kingdom 

Tel - 01903 884488 

Fax - 01903 884377 Email - engineshed@gaugemaster.co.uk 
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STRUCTURES 



GM453 Garden Shed Kit £6.00 

OO SCALE -fORDHAMFIor PLASTIC KITS 

■' '■•i.'i'V % Vs 1.4V.' ".'i. ,■ 

maidhe timing through the rotting South Doans. 
With both toes! mi express services steming 
through, ferdhantptan Station serves a# kinds of 
trains from commrtm traveling to and from 
London as weSas excursion to the seaside at 
ffrightaaf Wherever you are going tfw station 
master m'lhe happy to help you get to your 
ttetfoatim 



J 

GM401 FcrdhamptanSUifem £2550 

t 



GW40S F ct dharrrpten Ms Estate House £15.95 


H -St 





W ..S C ALE L ASE R . WT K ITS g H lj 
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KESTREL 

DESIGNS 


n..gAUQE P1 A S TIC K ITS 

CWK001 House 

GMK002 Stiop 

GMK&Q3 Bungalow 

GMKD04 Clxxch with Porch 

GMK005 MouurShfip IMA with Gto2trxj 

GMKJXK Two Step Urit with Glazing 

GMKD07 Four House Uni 

GMKOOfi Cwfcy Staten 

GMKDQ9 SUiliee BuMings 

GMKD1Q Island Platform with Flat Canopy 

CMKD11 Flol Canopy 

GMKD12 Sural Signal Box 

GMKQ13B Ftum Ral Fencing Brawn 

GMKDlJW farm Rail f eotng White 

GMK014 Tdogapli R ales 

GUKiDIS Windows Doers & Guttering 

GMKD16 PlaAfoims (2) 

CMKDT7 Reform Ramps (2) 

GMKD13 Station Yard Huts 

GMKD19 Weighbridge fc Office 

GMK.02D Coal Qfllco 

GMK021 level Crassing/Keepers Cottage 

GWK022 Four Greenhouse 

GMK023 Two Domestic Garages 

GMKD24 Water Tower 

GMK025 Cornet Shop 

GMK026 Comer Pub 

GMK027 Una Storey Townhouse 

GMK02S Three Storey Town Shop 

GMKD29 Modern Staton 

GMKD30 Modem Staton Waiting Room 


GMK032 Pair Pie War Sen Dei. Houses 

GMKD33 Boileftouse ICImney 

GMK034 Stable Bluck 

GMK035 Cow Shod 

GMKD36 Barn 

GMK037 Farm Mouse 


£4.25 

£4.25 

£3.50 

£5.75 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£5.25 

£8.00 

£5.75 

£625 

£3.00 

£1D0 

£300 

£4.25 

£2.75 

£125 

£3L25 

E4.25 

£3.25 

£5.75 

£100 

£3.00 

£175 

£4.50 

£4,50 

£5.75 

E5.75 

£7.75 

E5.50 

£6.25 

E7.0O 

£6-25 

£175 

£3.50 

£5.75 

£7.25 



GMKD38 Steel Focltndge £7.25 

GMK.039 Modem Industrial Urrit E5.75 

GMKD40 Modem File Siaiicn £7.00 

GMKD41 Radormrs WkJe (2) £3.25 

GMK042 Platform Ramps WXlc (2) £2.75 

GMKQ43 Goods Slwd £7,50 

GMKO10Q0 Town Station £1615 

GMKOim Ufd Factory m Chimney £1 915 

M GAUGE LASER CUT KITS 
77v? same as the uftta detailed OO aqutatanft 
(DM45 1ASM452GM&3} - pack sues vary from the 
4mm versions though 


GMK051 Wooden Fencing 
GMK.052 Lattice Fencnq 
GMK053 Garden Sheds (2) 


GHKD200P Station Set 
GMX02001 Town Set 
GMK02OO2 Suburban Set 
GMK02OO3 Farm Set 



TOOLS 


MODFl RAILWAY MAINTFNANCF 


GM5C QCMHO Locomotive Wheel Cleaner £3915 
GM47 N Gauge Wired Cleaner 
GMS 1 Spare Pads for GM5Q 
GMN Span PMs for GM47 
GM59 N Scute Wheel Cleaner 


GM406 Frrdhangifcn Locomotive Shed £19.95 
GNM07 F -or dmmipten Carnage Platforms 19.95 


GM4GS FortfiainptQii Village Store or Pub £17.95 

too* out for mote additions to Fbdhamptm as and 
vdtmpiming ptmissm « granted! 



GM60 OO Scale Wheel Cleaner £19.95 

GMEI&PieasomLubfcafor £4.75 

GM667 Superfhe CHI Pen w»Teflon Prides £5.75 
GME6B Electrical Conrad Qi Pen 19.75 


G ENIA L M OO F LUHC T O OLS 

G M08 Modelslrip 1 1 1 5ml| £615 

GUZ6 Track Rubber D.15 

GM27 Junto Trad: Rubber IL7E 

GW60Q A2 CrjUng Mat £105 

GM601 A3 CultngMal £915 

GM6D2 A4 Oiling Mat E415 

&M603A5 Ctiltng Mm £215 

GM6D4 Round Hose R* £615 

G46605 Flat Nose Filers £6.75 

GMSOESde Coders £6.75 

CM6Q7 H at Round Pliers £6.75 

GM608 Bent Nose Pliers £6.75 

CW605 ssteel Tweezers (4) £7.95 

&M610 Double Ended Pin Vice £175 

GU611 Sawset 1 w t Scalpel HamE* £9-75 

G 16613 Trimaway Knrfe £150 

GM614 S>S Scalpel fr Blades £445 

G 16615 Plastic Scalpel A Glades £5.50 

G 16616 Cutting Knf« & 5 Blades £5.95 

GM617 Pick-Up Tool £5 95 

GM618 Magnifier Tweezers P.95 

GMK1 Lodoigfateps Curved £6.75 

G 16624 5«vel Top Pin Wee E6.50 

G 16625 Cuvfid Tweaier RlAciion £315 

G 16626 Suaigti Tweezer ft/Artem 0.95 

G 16627 Bluti End Tweezer R/Actkxi £195 

G 16629 Cutting Discs (l Oj) £4.75 

G 16630 Screw Top Morxlds p) £4.25 

G 1663 1 Siring Discs (IQ & Mandiel £6.75 

GI6632 Budget Meedle Fie Set E4.75 

G M633 Glass Fixe Pencil 4mm £4.75 

G 16634 4irm G.Tibre Refills (1 0) £7.50 

GI66J5 2mm Gbss Fibre Perci £9.50 

G 16636 2irm GlFixe Refills (5) £t50 

G 16638 Culling Broactes 0,62.0 £15.50 

G 16640 Aichimedian Drii Slock £5.95 

G 16641 HSS Jbtes Drills 0.6 (5) £195 

GM642 HSS totes Drills 0,8 (5) £195 

G 16643 HSS totes Drills 1 .0 (5) £195 

G M644 HSS totes Dulls 1 ,2 (S) £3.95 

GI664S HSS totes Drills 1 .5 (5) £315 

GUM 6 HSS totes Dulls 1 ,6 (5) £3.95 

GI6647 HSS totes DrMs 2.0 (S| 1315 

G MMS Mkrobox Drills 0.3-1 .6 El (3.95 

G 16649 Miucbox HSS TwLM Drill Bits 61 -80 £1015 

G 11650 HSS totes Drills 0.3 (5) £315 

G 1665 1 HSS totes Drills 0.4 (5) £315 

G M652 HSS totes Drtiis 0.6 (5) £315 

G 16653 HSS totes Dulls 0,7 (5) £315 

G 11654 HSS tobas Oris 01 (5) £3.95 

GM655 Spare Blades tv GM5 14 12,50 

GM656 Sparc Blades tor GM616 E2.50 

GM6G0 Peh n R«e Twin Par* £7.75 

G M664 Eccnomy SpnmTIastlc Cutter £4.50 

G 16666 Crip On MagnifyMg Eye Glass £6.50 

G 16669 Pn Pusher with Depth Stop £9.95 

G 16670 Deluxe PaMtbrash Set £915 



£5.00 

£5.00 

£5.90 


£1415 

112.95 

£14.95 

£16.95 


GM683 Soft Grip Knife Sel wth Bludes 

1615 

G 16664 Spare Blades for GM683 

£1.50 

GM693 V*t Model Rwhray Dtn 

(9,95 

G 16694 Mills Ptxfiered Value Drill 

£16.95 

GM695 Modcd Raiway Socr«kwer Set 

£415 

GM656 Maying Tape Gcnrn x lam (2) 

£225 

G 14697 Ittatking Tape 1 Ornm x 1 Bm (2) 

£215 

G M698 Masking Tape 1 8mm x 1 Bm (1) 

£2.75 

RAZOR SAWS 


G 14672 Ra?r)r Saw Superfine 

£1015 

GMG73 3ln1S*w$ct 

0315 

G 16674 Rarer Saw Fme 

£10.95 

GM675 Rarer Saw Motfum 

0915 

GU676 Aluminum Hire Box 

0415 

G M67 7 Fim Woodcraft Saw 

£1915 

G 16678 Ftu?h Cutting Saw 

0415 

GM679 Unhfersai Rnw Saw 

£11.95 

SOLDERING IRONS 6 BITS 


G 16680 15W 230V Sotenng Iron 

0415 

GMSB1 25W 230v Sectoring Iron 

£16.95 

GM6B2 40 , iV230v Soldering Iron 

£1815 

GM6&5 lSWNo.6Tlp 

£310 

GM686 15WNo.fi Tip 

£3.50 

GM687 25WHo.6Tip 

£3-75 

GM688 25WNa7Tlp 

£3.75 

GM589 25WNo.fi Tip 

0.75 

GM690 40WNo.fi Tip 

13.75 

G 14691 40WNo-7 Tip 

£3.75 

GM6924iyWNo8Tlp 


SOLDERING ACCESSORIES 


GM01 Low Melt Solder 70 degrees (20q) 

£425 

GUDZ Solder 180 degrees (20g) 

£315 

GI603 While Metal Flux 

£515 

GM04 Brass Flu* 

£5,95 

CMOS NoiAod Safely Fkix 

£625 

GI6Q6 Solder Wire 145 Degrees 

£485 


/ 


ELECTRICS 


01^06 Mlfi-Toggia DPDT 
GM507 Mini-Toggle SPST 
GM503 Mlrt-Tcggfe SPOT 
GM509 Mini-Toggle SPOT (CM) 
GMSiOMiri-Tcggtefor PoMt Mc*as 
GM511 Miri-Toggle tor G Point Motors 
GM512 Push Id &eak Bfadc (5) 

GM513 Push to fAifce Black (5) 

GM-514 Push to MiAe Blue (5) 

GMS 1 5 Push (a Make Green (5) 

GM516 Push to Mate Red (5> 

GM51 7 Push to Make Wlif.c- (5) 

GM519 Push to Make Ydow (5) 

GM519 Rotary SwiUh 1 Pde 1 2 Woy 
GM52D Rotary Switch 2 Pole 6 Way 
GM5Z1 R Diary Switch 3 Pole 4 Way 
GM522 Rotary Switch 4 Pole 3 Way 
BPGM501 Side Swtdi DPOT (25) 
BPCM502 Side Svsrttli DPDT (CM) (25) 
BPGI4503 Toggle Switch SPST (25) 

B PGM 504 Toggle Switch DPDT (25) 
BPGMS05 Mm-Toggte DPDT (CM) (25) 
BPGM506 Mini-Toggle DPDT (25) 
BPGM507 Rfini-ToggleSPST (25) 
BPGM508 Mini-Toggle SPOT (25) 
BPGM509 Mini-Toggle SPOT (CM) (25) 
BPGHK10 Man -Toggle (or Print Motors (25) 
BPGM533 Pusli to Make Black (25) 
BPGM51 4 Push to Make Blue &5) 

BPGM53 5 Push to Make Green (25) 
BPGI4516 Push to Make Red (25) 

BPGM51 7 Push to Make While (25) 
BPGM51B Push to Make Yellow (25) 


GM10 Wire RcdBtocftGrecfl (10m of each) 
GM11BK Wre Bladr 7 K 0.2riim {10m) 
GM11BL Wire Blue 7 x 0. 2mm (10m) 
GM11BN Wxe Brcwi 7 1 02rrw (1 Dm) 
GMT1GH Wro Green 7 x 0.2mm (ION 
GMilGR WYe Grey 7 x 0.2mm (10m) 
GM110 Wre Orange 7 x 0.2mm (10m) 
GM11P Wire Pink 7 * 0.2Bim (10m) 

GM1TP Wre Purpte 7 x 0.2tnm (10m) 

GMl 1 R Wire Red 7 x 0.2mm (TQm) 

GM11W Wire Vflwe 7 x 02mm (10m) 

GMl 1Y Wre Yellow 7 x 0.2mm (10m) 
BPGM1 1 BK Block Wire 7 x 0,2mm (1 OOn) 
BPGI41 1 BL Blue Wre 7 x 0.2mm (100m) 
&PGM1 1 &H Or wn Wire 7 x 0 Iran (100N 
BPGMl 1GN Green Wire 7 x 0Jmm ( IGOni) 
BPGI41 1GR Grey Wire 7 xOlmra (10Om) 
BPGMl 10 Orange Wire 7 x 0.2mm (lOCtn) 
BPGMl 1 P Prtk Wire 7 x OThirn (100m) 
BPGMl 1 R Red Wire 7 x 0.2mm (lOGtm) 
BPGMl 1W While Wre 7 x 0,2mm (lO&n) 
BPGMl 1 V Yellow Wro 7 x 0,2mm (1 Odn) 


SWITCHES 

GM S 01 sue Sswlch DPDT £1.65 

GM502 Side S«lch DPDT pod) E1.6S 

GMS03 Toggle Switch SPST £2.30 

GM54M Toggle Switch DPDT E2 .60 

GM505 Mml-TogoVj DP&T (Ctofl) E3.10 



GM353 
CATALOGUE 

128 Page Ful 
Colour 
Catalogue 
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DAGM220 Ciee DB Scbenkor £89.95 
66001 IN STOCK NOW 



£5.95 

£2.15 

£2.16 

£2.15 

£2.16 

£2.15 

£2.15 

£2.16 

£2.15 

£2.15 

£2.15 

£2:15 

£7.95 

£7.95 

£7.95 

£715 

£7-95 

£7.95 

S.7.9S 

E7.9S 

E7.95 

£7.95 


GENERAL ELECTRICAL ACCLSS0R1LS 
GMl 2 Par enrolling l eads (PWBaie Wre) £4.55 

GM14 Crimped Pin Termmls (5) £2.96 

GM15 (teig Terminate (6) £116 

GM16 Par Connecting Leads (Pfn'Pin) £4.95 

GM2S Crocodile Clips Red-Black Par £1.65 

GM29 Knob (or Rotary Swtches « Pots £2.75 

GM40 1.5aRectfiei £4.95 

GM41 Thermal Cut Out 1 Amp £3.95 

GM42 Thermal Cil-Oul 21 Amp £315 

GM75 PS6 e-Way Oft Plu^Sockot £2.95 

GM77 12-Way Paly Terminal Btotk E1J9S 

GM89 Pack of 5 Amp Fuses (5) £2.66 

LIGHTING 

GM61 Mere LED Wbtu (4) £7.95 

GMS Mere LED Red (4) £715 

GM63 Mere LED Btoo (4) £7.95 

GM64 Mere LED Orange (4) £715 

GM69 Grain of Wheat Bulb 1 2v Yellow (5) £3.95 

GM70 Grain of Wheat But) 1 2v Red (5) £395 

GM71 Grain of Wheat Guto 1 2 y Clear (5) £3.95 

GM72 Grain of Wheat Bub 1 2v Green (5) £315 

GM73 Gram Of Wheat But 1 2u Orange (5) E3.95 

BPGU69 GOW 12v Yeltw (10C) £4915 

BPGMJ0 GOW m 1 2* Red (100) £49.95 

BPGM71 GOW BuftlZv dear (100) £39.95 

BPGM72 GOW Bute 1 2x Groan (100) £49.95 

BPGM73 GOW Buft 1 2V Orange (1 DO) £4916 

GM90 LED Green 3mm 12v (5) 12,25 

GM31 LED R«l3rrm 12v (5) £225 

GM82 LED Ydlaw 3mm 12v (5) £225 

GM33 LED Green 5mm 12v (5) £115 

GM84lEDRod5rm12x(5) £115 

GM35 LED Itfop Smm 12* (&) £115 

GM76 RftSRtar IK Ohm for LEDs (ID) £110 

UAG NFJS 

GM85 Small Magnets (TO) E550 

GM37 Medum Magnets (10) £5.75 

GM88 Laign Mugnets (1 0) £610 

GM98 3v Bubs (10) & Cspaptore (5) £515 

GM99 Pack of Reeds & 5 Magnets £1 3.96 

UNJVg^AjJLJLA Y SWTC H 

GM50O Universal Relay Switch (Sct^c) £525 

BPGM5O0 Unhrersal Relay Swlch (3) £1195 





a5po7 OO SCALE 



£3.95 


Pullman Class 73 101 - £129.98 
DAGMlOOThn Royal Alex 
DAGM101 Bnglion Evening Argus 
300pcs of each only 


GM354 
2015 NEW 
ITEMS 
BROCHURE 

28 Pages, Free From 
your local dealer or 
direct from us. 



RANGES STOCKED 

Alrflx 

Antex 

Atlas 

Bachmann 

Berko 

Busch 

Capital Transport 
tararama 
Carrera 
Cartrix 
Classlx 
Dapol 

DCCconcepts 
Deluxe Materials 
DM Toys 
Domapla5 
EFE 
Falfer 

Fleisdimarsn 

FlySlot 

Gaugemaster 
Graham Parish 
Harfeurni Hamlet 
Heljan 

HMRS Transfers 
Hobbytrain 
Hornby 
Hum bra I 
Ian Allen 
Jagerndorfer 
Kadee 
Kato 

Kestrel Designs 
Kibri 

Knight wing 
LGB 
Lifelike 
Ugh I craft 
Marklin 
Mehano 
Metcalfe 
Middleton Press 
MiNis 
Mlnrtralns 
Modelcraft 
Model Scene 
MRC 
Ninco 
Noch 
NSR 

Oxford Diecast 
Oxford Rail 
Pa rks id e Dundas 
Peco 
Piko 

Plastruct 
Pola 
Preiser 
Racer 
Railmatch 
Ratio 
Revel I 
Roco 
Rokuhan 
Rotacraft 
Seal ext ric 
Scenlx 
Seep 
Seulhe 
Sideways 
Slaters 
Slot lit 
Slotwlngs 
Spraycraft 
Springside 
SRC 

Superquick 
Tiny Signs 
Tracksetta 
Train Tech 
TrainSawe 
Trumpeter 
Trix 

Vlessmann 
Vollmer 
Vulcan Slot 
W & T Manufacturing 
Walthers 
Wiking 
Wills 
Xuron 


CONTACT US FOR A FREE PRICE LIST 

HUGE DEPTH OF STOCK, VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR LIVE STOCK INFORMATION RAIL EXPRESS 
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One of the layouts appearing at the Rail Express Diesel & Electric-Show - ; , ^ f 

will be Georgemas Junction. The work of George Woodcock, it depicts 


the famous Far North junction around the start of this century. This 
was a time when freight was buoyant on the line as 
its short-lived wagonload network, giving plenty of operational variety. 
Photography by Dennis Taylor with graphics by Gareth Bayer 


lis century. This 
)perational variety. 
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LAYOUT 



Mainline Freight-liveried No. 37023 
Stratford TMD Quality Approved is 
a long way from its one-time home 
as No. 158702 arrives from Thurso. 
The OBA open wagons are being 
loaded with flagstones for shipping to 
Northern Ireland via Stranraer. 


Network R*,t 
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All of the Class 66s employed on Georgemas Junction have been renumbered to represent locos fitted with RETB equipment, as required to operate north of Inverness. In this 
instance, No. 66098 is busily engaged in shunting two VGA vans. Despite the Lovat Spring logos on the rear wagon, the vehicles were used to move fridges and freezers from the 
Norfrost factory. 


LAYOUT 



Scottish transport converges as Royal Scotsman-liveried No. 37416 passes beneath 
the competition with ferry vans in Norfrost white goods traffic. Painted for use on the 
luxury land cruise train, the Type 3 could often be found on freight duties when not 
required for passenger use. 


GEORGEMAS Junction, for those who 
have never heard of it, is the most 
northerly railway junction in Britain 
and is situated in the far north-west of 
Scotland between Wick and Thurso. 

I first visited the station in 1965 
when I was 17 and, at that time, it was 
the longest journey I had made on my 
own. What surprised me was the fact 
that, though I was so far north, the 
landscape was flat and agricultural; 
more like my home in the Midlands 
than the Scottish Highlands that I had 
passed through on my journey. 

At this time and for many years 
afterwards, Georgemas Junction 
was well known for the fact that the 
passenger trains from Inverness used 
to split here with one portion going to 
Wick and the other to Thurso and then 
being reunited for the return journey. 

This procedure came to an end in 
the early 1990s with the introduction of 
the Class 158 ‘Express’ sprinters which, 
as well cutting the journey times, 
travelled back and forward between 
Wick and Thurso via Georgemas thus 
enabling passengers to make day 
return journeys between these two 
towns for the first time in many years. 
Although there had always been 
freight traffic on the line, with a daily 
pick-up goods train serving many of 


the stations on the Far North route for 
many years, by the time of Privatisation 
in the mid 1990s freight workings had 
virtually ceased. 

Getting inspired 

I had for a number of years wanted to 
build a layout based on the line, having 
been inspired to do so by Steve Flint’s 
iconic Kyle of Tongue masterpiece. For 
quite a while I had played around with 
the idea of recreating Thurso station in 
the BR blue period but other projects 
had got in the way. 

However in 2001, while on my 
way to Scrabster to get a ferry to 
the Orkney Islands, I stopped off at 
Georgemas to take a few photos of 
the ‘Safeway Flyer’ which had started 
running a couple of years earlier. This 
train carried goods for the Safeway 
supermarket chain to its stores at 
Wick and Thurso along with Kirkwall 
in the Orkneys using 45ft containers 
conveyed on FIA twin-set wagons. 

On this particular day, the Class 66 
which had worked the train north from 
Mossend was being used to shunt a 
rake of ‘Seacow’ ballast hoppers, which 
I had heard the previous night being 
brought up by a Class 37. When I asked 
where the Type 3 had gone, I was told 
that the driver had taken it home with 


him to Wick; only in such a remote place 
as this could I imagine this happening! 

However, the thing that really 
caught my eye was the fact that the 
‘Seacows’ were being loaded using a 
JCB on the old loading dock on the back 
loop. At this point, I thought to myself 
that this just cried out to be modelled, 
so the genesis of my recreation of 
Georgemas Junction was born, although 


it was to be another seven years before 
it came to fruition. 

I returned to Georgemas a couple 
of times over the next few years until, 
in 2004, the Safeway traffic ceased 
following the company’s takeover by 
Morrisons. In 2008, 1 stopped there 
again after a visit to the Shetland Isles 
and this time photographed all the 
infrastructure and buildings as well as 
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measuring them and the platforms. 

One final piece of the jigsaw fell into 
place when I was able to obtain two 
detailed Safeway containers and their 
accompanying flat wagons from my 
friend Nick Gurney, who had built them 
a few years earlier using a Lledo diecast 
lorry model that had been sold in 
Safeway stores. 

Selecting a period 

My layout was to be based on the 
period 1997 to 2004 when this remote 
rail outpost became a veritable 
freight hotspot thanks to EWS’ 
initial commitment to developing a 
widespread wagonload network and 
returning lost flows to the railways. The 
Far North route once again played host 
to a variety of traffic and an equally 
diverse range of wagon types; as it 
turned out there proved to be more of 
these than I had originally thought! 

Georgemas Junction is officially 
described as a secondary main line with 
an 800 metre passing loop, although in 
reality there are two loops. There are 
also two sidings on the south side of 
the line as it heads east to Wick, which 
leads to some interesting and time- 
consuming shunting movements both 


in reality and on the layout but then 
that is what it is all about. 

The branch to Thurso curves away 
to the north-west, turning through 
nearly 90 degrees in the process. On the 
layout, this has been modified to avoid 
having an extra fiddle-yard sticking out 
of the back of the layout, which could 
have been a recipe for disaster during 
exhibitions. Additionally, the southern 
set of points comprising the run-round 
loop are modelled ‘off scene’ in order 
to save space, the layout being 26ft 
long as it is. Otherwise, the model is a 
faithful recreation of the real place. 

All of the structures are 
scratchbuilt apart from the Highland 
Railway footbridge, which is an etched 
kit from Lochgorm Kits. The platform 
shelter, which looked more like a cattle 
shed, along with the old wooden garage 
have both now gone in real life to be 
replaced by a simple bus shelter. The 
bespoke station and signal signs were 
made for me by Adam Warr at Electra 
Railway Graphics. 

In more recent years, the shed at 
the south end of the station, which was 
used to house a permanent way trolley, 
was demolished before it fell down, 
although the trackwork is still in place. ) 



Recreating the type of scene that inspired the construction of the layout, JJA 
autoballasters are replenished with ballast from the loading dock. Today, this area is 
occupied by the nuclear flask loading terminal with its crane and imposing security fence. 



During the period of the layout, timber was loaded at Thurso using OTA wagons. No. 37114 City of Worcester draws to a halt in the main platform at Georgemas Junction with a 
lengthy rake of empty wagons in preparation for running round to take the Thurso branch. 
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One of Railtrack’s Multi-Purpose Vehicles, Nos. DR98905/65, rumbles under the A9 with an annual weedkilling trip to Wick. The now demolished passenger shelter and garage 
can be seen behind the track machine, these being scratchbuilt structures using measurements taken from the real thing. The Bachmann MPV has been converted to weedkilling 
format using the modules once produced by SJR Models, this being described in Rail Express Modeller No. 98. 


{ A more substantial change has also 
come about through the creation of a 
secure loading area on the back loop for 
the handling of nuclear waste from 
Dounreay Power Station, this vast 
fenced facility rather overpowering the 
rest of the station. 

Recreating the freight 

As I said earlier, it was the loading 
of the ‘Seacows' with ballast that 
made me want to build the layout, 
an operation that is also portrayed 
using the excellent Bachmann JJA 
autoballaster wagons. As my research 


into the history of the freight traffic 
of this period deepened so I had to 
construct many more wagons and loads 
to do it justice. Not all of these traffic 
flows ran at the same time, in fact 
some of them were very short-lived, 
but we do run most of them, though we 
try to keep them apart if they did not 
appear at the same time. 

The Safeway train is still the star 
turn and I have acquired a few more of 
the containers, which have also been 
detailed to match Nick’s originals. The 
FIA wagons also carry ISO containers 
which I assume were used for the 


Norfrost fridges and freezers traffic. 
This company was one of the main 
users of the Far North line in this period, 
both receiving raw materials such as 
steel in VBA vans and dispatching the 
finished products in VGA vans and 
ferry vans. 

The Safeway trains also conveyed 
building supplies in VGAs and steel 
pipes on BTA bogie wagons. This latter 
flow also ran as block trains, sometimes 
using BFA bolster wagons with and 
without runner wagons depending on 
the type of pipes being carried. Today, 
the pipes and flasks are the only 


revenue freight workings to Georgemas. 

At the start of period of the 
layout, the only regular freight on the 
line was the movement of aviation 
fuel in tank-tainers on either KFA or 
‘Megafret’ container flats, this running 
from Purfleet to Wick for use by 
the helicopters based there. Before 
it ceased, this train also conveyed 
permanent way materials and 
containerised coal as required. There 
was also a short-lived flow of palletised 
Caithness flagstone conveyed in OBA 
open wagons to Stranraer for use in 
Northern Ireland. 


to: THURSO To: WICK 



Ta- INVERNESS 0 Snowplough shed 
© Branch to Thurso 
© Main line to Inverness 
© Platform 


0 Footbridge 
© Station building 
© Platform 
© Network Pail offices 


© Ballast storage 
© Large platform shelter 
® Road overbridge 
© Crane for pipe loading 


0 Pipe storage area 
0 Container loading pad 
0 Freight sidings 
0 Farm land 


Georgemas Junction 


Scot Rail# 
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Sporting the attractive ‘Dutch’ Transrail livery, No. 37153 coasts through the station 
bound for Wick with a short mixed freight that was typical of the Far North in the 
period. While the SSA scrap wagons would return south loaded, the Hornby KFA is 
carrying aviation fuel tank-tainers. 


Finally, there were a few traffic 
flows which ran through Georgemas 
for either loading or unloading at 
Wick and Thurso. The former saw 
scrap metal in SSA wagons while the 
latter loaded scrap in MEA wagons 
and timber on OTAs. During the latter 
years of the Safeway operation, the 
building materials originally handled 
at Georgemas were taken to Thurso 


after the strengthening of a bridge on 
the line allowed Class 66 locos to go 
there. I am sure there are a few other 
commodities still to be discovered! 

The passenger services are solely 
in the hands of Classl58 units while the 
traction on the freight trains comprises 
suitably RETB-equipped Class 37/0s, 

37/4s and 37/5s in various liveries along 
with the now ubiquitous Class 66s. ) 



The station building is another scratchbuilt structure, this displaying some very 
impressive detail. The open nature of the platform underside is also notable. 

No. 158741, in the distinctive livery of the National Express ScotRail franchise, 
heads south on the long and winding journey to the Highland capital. 




ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

£7.50 EACH 


Fantastic display of layouts 
including Portchullin, Roundtrees 
Sidings & New Bryford 

Trade stands, exhibitors and 
detailers 

FREE colour programme 

Modern and accessible venue with 
excellent facilities 

Cafe and seating area 

Demonstrations 

Clubs and societies 

1 mile away from Telford 
Central Rail Station 

Free mini-bus shuttle from 
Telford Central Railway Station 

Ample parking within close 
proximity 

• ' ifTf .. 


BRAND-NEW 

SHOW! 


FEBRUARY 20-21, 2016 

The International Centre, 
Telford, Shropshire TF3 4JH 
Doors open 10am-4.45pm 


VISIT: www.dieselandelectricshow.co.uk 


OR CALL: 01507 529529 
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With the empty Safeway containers 
loaded, No. 37521 English China Clays 
awaits departure back south to Inverness. 
An innovative service at the time, sadly 
the takeover by Morrisons of its rival 
saw the operation abandoned in 2004. 
Construction of the train was detailed 
back in Rail Express Modeller No. 100. 
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GEORGEMAS JUNCTION ‘AT A GLANCE’ 


GAUGE 

4mm: lft 


• Region/period: Far North of Scotland, 1997-2004. 


Layout size: 


14ft long by lft 6in, 
two 6ft fiddle yards. 


• Description: Rural junction station with multi-purpose 

freight facilities. 

• Control: NCE Powercab/Procab DCC. 


i 

' 

* i-V 4 * 1 * ' ' ' • 


*• . : 








A distinctive feature of Georgemas Junction for a number of decades was the shed for a permanent way trolley at the south end of the station. Rendered in low relief on the layout, 
it is depicted in suitably dilapidated condition, as is the accompanying trackwork. No. 37023 runs into the rear loop with OBAs for loading while a Class 158 heads off to Thurso. 



Having left its train in Platform 2, No. 37114 is engaged in running round via Platform 1 
while No. 66102 assists with loading operations of the empty Safeway containers. The 
hard standing area adjacent to the station was used for a variety of traffics, including 
steel delivered in the VBA vans visible in the background. 



Pipe traffic for the offshore oil industry has been a staple of the Far North line for many 
years, and continues to run, as required, to this day. Conveyed on various derivatives of 
BDA bolster wagon, the pipes are off-loaded into a compound at Georgemas Junction 
using a mobile crane, the train having to stand on the through line while this takes 
place. No. 66102 waits patiently while unloading gets underway on its six BFAs. 


< And finally 

Since the layout was first built, it has 
been converted to DCC operation with 
all the locos and units being sound 
chipped, this giving the layout a whole 
new dimension as well as making 
operation much easier. I would like to 
thank Kevin Dickerson of Coastal DCC 
for all his help and advice to effect this 


transformation while thanks are also 
due to John, Richard, Dave and Simon 
of the Wrecking Crew for their help over 
the years. 

This then is my version of, and 
tribute to, Georgemas Junction, a 
place I have known for most of my life 
and which I will always have a strong 
attachment to. H 
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N Gauge Rolling Road with 8 powered brackets, 
length approx. 41 5mm. £72 in Aluminium 


Short Single Loco N Gauge, length approx. 200mm 
£50 






Rolling Road with 7 powered brackets and a Gizmo, 
length approx. 41 5mm. £72 in Aluminium or £82 in Brass 


O Gauge Rolling Road with 8 powered brackets, 
length approx. 590mm. £100 


BIG BOY ROLLING ROAD 19 POWERED BRACKETS £ 140 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FIRST CLASS SIGNED FOR POSTAGE 


Zeller Rolling Roads, 67 Woodlands Avenue, Woodley, Reading, Berkshire RG5 3HF 
Telephone Tony on 01189 616471 Email: wealisticmodels@hotmail.com 






DCCconcepts are proud to present ^Cl? Decoders. 

^Clt is a new decoder range with a personality all its 
own. ^011 features unique design, great performance 
and it lias an “ ins t allability” that is something special. 

Decoders are all too often designed by engineers to 
suit engineers... Lots of features that are never used, 
dozens of light options and functions that are just not 
needed, too many wires, just too big to fit easily... 


The list goes on and on - and it became very clear to us as we talked to 
modellers around the world that some issues were ignored and that is a 
problem because all model trains are not the same al all. 

Some prototypes, made to a smaller loading gauge than the USA and 
parts of Europe, give modellers a real headache when the time comes for 
them to choose and install a decoder. 

We wondered... Why does nobody think about the end user? 

So... we did. We ignored convention, looking across problems not at 
them. We looked at need not want... and we enjoyed doing it, The 
name we chose just seemed to match our approach so well... 

Beilis a range of 7 totally new DCC decoder designs that include the 
worlds smallest direct plug decoder, a totally universal micro 6-pin, as 
versatile 21 + 8-pin plus the smallest “Big decoder” there is... 

i Buddha has huge power handling but is small in size, It has 6 
functions and a 3Amp motor drive, plus 3 different forms of protection. 
2stn Decoders all have multiple installation options - so one decoder 
fils many loco types. The range has choices for every common scale too! 

-Ten Decoders are packed with an all-new Slim and very 
powerful Stay- Alive™ that is four times stronger and yet 
t is also both smaller and thinner than others for easy 
installation! (also sold separately in packs of 3) 


By DCCconcepts 


U.ri ]nnp p Znotthtin ce, /Hcil iiDiiu'iVity 




en nano 




I ^miuso 

IS x 7 x 5mm 

^uper small 
direct plug 8-pinf 


^$uper small 
Jytipcr thin S pin! 


ZN8H 

15 x 7 x 


>ove 


ZN21S has 8 pin and 
21pin 21MTC ability. 

ZN668 Is 6P direct & 
also includes Spin to 
6 pin & 8 pin to Spin 
harness for complete 
installation flexibility 


360 Direct 
14.2 x 12.5 x 3.5mm 

^■en ZN6D 
13.5 x 8.5 x 3mm 


218 

22 x 16 x 4.5mm 

^ Ml ZN668 

13.5 x 8.5 x 3mm 


The Zen DCC decoder range and all other DCCconcepts products are distributed worldwide by DCCconcepts Pty Ltd. 
3/13 Lionel Street, Naval Base WA 616S Australia . Ph. 61 8 9437 2470 Fax. 61 8 9437 2471 www.dccconcepts.com 
DCCconcepts welcomes Retailer and Distributor enquiries. DCCconcepts products are distributed throughout the 
United Kingdom by Gaugemaster Controls Ltd., Ford Rd, Arundel Ph. +44 1903 884488 www.gaugemaster.com 
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D&E SHOW 


Introducing the 

Diesel & Electric Show 

February will see Telford play host to the first Rail Express all D&E model railway exhibition for more than 18 years. 



Direct Rail Services Class 66s Nos. 66417 and 66413 await a clear path in the freight loops at Dragonby, the duo ‘top and tailing’ a pair of FNA nuclear flasks. The ‘N’ gauge layout 
offers an intensive service of passenger and freight trains from the Privatisation era. Dennis Taylor 


FEBRUARY 20-21 will once again see 
Rail Express stage a model railway 
exhibition entirely dedicated to diesel 
and electric modelling. The Diesel 
& Electric Show is being held at the 
Telford International Centre, Shropshire, 
between 10am and 4.45pm both days 
with a host of attractions lined up. 

It was back in 1997 when this 
magazine held its first D&E exhibition 
at St Albans and, while the show was 


LAYOUTS 


THE 12 invited layouts span the eras from 
the 1960s to the current day while the 
range of scales and gauges is similarly 
diverse. Those booked to attend are: 

‘N’ gauge 

■ DRAGONBY (Geoff Buttler): The former 
Acton Main Line is now updated to the 
Privatisation era with a host of freight 
and passenger stock representing 
operations in the Midlands and North East 
from 2000 onwards. 

■ GRANGE-OVER-SANDS (Blackburn & 
East Lancs MRS): A recreation of the 
Cumbrian station as it was in the late 
1980s/early 1990s but with the goods 
yard retained to increase operational 
interest. 

■ TANNERS HILL (Steve Farmer): A 
compact NSE-era layout designed to 
showcase main line operations, its North 


successful, the sheer amount of time 
needed to organise the event meant it 
was not repeated. 

More than 18 years later, the hobby 
is now very different thanks to the 
appearance of high-quality models with 
performance to match, the continued 
growth of DCC and an ever-increasing 
number of people modelling the D&E 
scene. With the earliest BR diesel types 
now approaching their 60th anniversary 


Kent setting allows plenty of third-rail 
EMUs to feature along with freight and 
engineers’ traffic. 

‘OO’ gauge 

■ COTTLESTON (Ben Adlington): Depicting 
a branch line in the East Midlands that 
has survived into the Privatisation era, 
the passenger service intermingles 
with military traffic under the control of 
semaphore signals. 

■ GEORGEMAS JUNCTION (George 
Woodcock): This issue’s feature layout 
recreates the Far North junction at the 
turn of this century when freight traffic 
was undergoing an unlikely renaissance 
under EWS. 

■ LOFTUS ROAD (Worthing MRC): Set in 
the urban and modernised sprawl of West 
London, the layout is heavily influence by 
Kensington Olympia with plenty of cross- 


of introduction, the time is right to 
showcase the best of D&E modelling in 
its own right and further illustrate that 
it is no longer a minority interest to be, 
at best, tolerated. 

A total of 12 high-quality layouts 
in a variety of scales and gauges have 
been booked to attend the inaugural 
Diesel & Electric Show along with a 
selection of interesting demonstrations 
and displays, not to mention the 


London freight in between the passenger 
trains. 

■ NEW BRYFORD (Mick Bryan): Recreating 
current-day operations in the North West 
around the Manchester/Bolton area, 
plenty of highly detailed rolling stock can 
be seen, including the odd Network Rail 
test train! 

‘EM7’P4’ gauges 

■ KINMUNDY (Martin Jones): The ‘EM’ 
layout recreates a former Great North 
of Scotland branch that is still clinging 
to life in the late 1960s as Type Is and 
Type 2s potter about on a frosty day 
with freight traffic, including to the local 
distillery. 

■ ROUNDTREES SIDINGS (Blyth & Tyne 
MRS): Also in ‘EM’, this portrays part of 
the Tyne & Wear Metro system during the 
mid-1980s, a time when BR still operated 


expected supporting trade. If the event 
proves to be a success, future years 
will see the exhibition grow with yet 
more layouts invited. 

Tickets available 

Advanced tickets are still available to 
order via www.classicmagazines.co.uk/ 
product/show/id/24, these being at 
the discounted price of £7.50 per adult. 
These are also available by calling > 


freight traffic over the system, including 
to a Rowntrees’ confectionary factory. 

■ PORTCHULLIN (Mark Tatlow): This 
atmospheric ‘P4’ layout recreates the 
Kyle of Lochalsh route in the Scottish 
Highlands during the mid-1970s as blue 
diesels threaded their way past lochs and 
mountains. 

‘O’ gauge and Gauge 1 

■ DUBMILL SIDINGS (Steve Thompson): 
Over 40ft in scenic length, the ‘O’ 
gauge layout depicts freight operations 
somewhere in the north western corner of 
Cumbria as BR’s corporate blue era began 
to take hold. 

■ WORCESTER ROAD (Steve Harrod): The 
Western Region’s diesel hydraulic fleet 
make their presence felt on this highly- 
detailed Gauge 1 recreation of the inside 
of a diesel maintenance depot. 
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Providing another look at Georgemas Junction, this is the view from the operating side 
as No. 158702 arrives at the station from Thurso. The detailed nature of the station 
building can be seen to advantage. Dennis Taylor 


< Mortons’ customer services on 01507 
529529. The on-the-door admission 
price is £9.50 per adult with under 16s 
free of charge when accompanied by 
an adult. 

The event is being held on the 
first floor of the Telford International 
Centre, this being fully accessible via 
stairs and a lift, and will be split across 
two halls. The larger suite will host the 
majority of the layouts and traders with 
a smaller room dedicated largely to 
the demonstrators. A restaurant and 
seating area will be available on the 
same level. 


TRADE SUPPORT 


PROVIDING manufacturer backing 
will be Bachmann, with the company 
welcomely acting as show sponsor. In 
addition to the usual display of new 
and forthcoming models, one of the 
firm’s demonstration layouts is also 
set to be on show. Also attending will 
be Dapol with a showing of its latest 
product developments. 

As this issue went to press, the 
trader line-up was still being added 


The International Centre is easy to 
access from the M54 motorway, being 
well sign-posted, and is only 20 minutes 
or so from Junctions 10A and 11 of 
the M6. The venue has its own on-site 
car parks although, with other events 
also taking place the same weekend, 
alternative parking is available in 
Telford’s town centre multi-storey car 
parks; two of these being only a couple 
of hundred metres from the venue. 

For those preferring to arrive by rail, a 
free mini-bus shuttle will pick up from 
Telford Central station with a 30-minute 
frequency planned. □ 


to but confirmed as attending are 
All Components, Cheltenham Model 
Centre, C&L Finescale, DCC Supplies, 
Eileen’s Emporium, Gaugemaster, 

Going Loco, Keen Systems, MegaPoints 
Controllers, Modellers Mecca, North 
Road Trains, Sawyer Models, Shawplan/ 
Extreme Etchings, Tim Horn Precision 
Scale Replicas & Layout Accessories, 
Videoscene, Wealistic Models and the 
Welsh Highland Railway. 


DEMONSTRATORS & DISPLAYS 


NO exhibition is complete without an 
array of demonstrations and other 
attractions. These will include the 
following: 

■ DCC SOUND AND DIESEL DETAILING 
(Alan Monk): Simple tricks to get 
the best from DCC and sound chips, 
including decoder installation and 
programming, along with detailing, 
modifying and converting ready-to-run 
diesel locos. The ‘EM’ gauge micro- 
layout Barbers Bridge will be present to 
display and run locos but other common 
gauges will be covered via a multi-gauge 
test track. 

■ DIESEL & ELECTRIC MODELLERS 
UNITED: A D&E show would not be 
complete without the nationwide 
society dedicated to the period 
with members on hand to explain 
the benefits of membership and 
demonstrate modelling projects. 

■ GAUGE 1 MODELLING (Fred Phipps): 
Supporting the appearance of Worcester 
Road, Fred will be demonstrating his 
range of Gauge 1 kits. Featured in the 
pages of Rail Express Modeller last 
year, these focus particularly on the 
North British diesel hydraulics and Mk.l 
coaches. 

■ INTERCITY 125s AT 40 (Simon 
Bendall/Alex Carpenter): This year 
marks the 40th anniversary of the 
Intercity 125s entering passenger 
service and then achieving 125mph 
operation. To commemorate this, the 
large display of HST models seen at 
Warley last year will be repeated with a 
few alterations. The 125 Group will also 


be supporting the display once again 
with its society stand. 

■ MODELLING HIGH-SPEED ICONS 
(Shane Wilton): A 4mm scale display of 
Advanced Passenger Train (APT) and 
High Speed Train (HST) models showing 
how British Rail’s two icons of speed 
can be modelled in both prototype and 
production forms. Other associated 
vehicles from the Railway Technical 
Centre will also be on show. 

■ ‘N’ GAUGE DEVELOPMENTS (Robert 
Shrives): A demonstration of how new 
modelling methods are being applied 
to 2mm scale, including the use of 3D 
printing, constructing the Finetrax 
track kits and other cottage industry 
developments. 

■ NETWORK SOUTHEAST 30th 
ANNIVERSARY DISPLAY (Paul Wade): 

The creator of Tonbridge West Yard will 
be displaying a variety of rolling stock 
to mark 30 years since the sector was 
launched in 1986. Models from other 
scales will also feature along with 
literature covering the NSE corporate 
design. 

■ WEST COAST MAIN LINE TRAINS OF 
THE SECTORISATION ERA (David Lewis): 
The proprietor of Southern Pride Models 
will be showcasing an impressive 
selection of 4mm scale coaching stock 
and EMU models, all representing full- 
length trains that could be found on 
the WCML during the 1980s and early 
1990s. These include, among others, 
the BREL International Train, Mk.2 

and Mk.3 Manchester Pullman sets, 
the Royal Train and an Overhead Line 
Maintenance set. 



Class 24 No. 5127 powers away from Portchullin station with an Inverness to Kyle of 
Lochalsh service during the mid-1970s. The ‘P4’ gauge layout was extensively featured 
in 2014’s Modeller Yearbook, which remains on sale and will be available at the show. 

Tim Easter 




16 ELM DRIVE, MARKET DRAYTON, SHROPSHIRE, TF9 3HE. 

www.KEEN-SYSTEMS.com sh "P@ keen T tems cora 

UK Postage £2.00 any quantity 


Buckcvc Coupler 


5 Pairs £2. 10 


Close Coupling System 1 pair £3.50. 4 pairs £12.50 




For use in none motorised 
tenders. Controlled by an 
accessory lead on the DCC 
decoder. 


DCC Uncoupler £22.50 
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GOING LOCO 






• Bigger on the inside!! 

• Huge range of New & Pre-owned 
products 

• DCC Chip/Decoder fitting service 

• Repairs & Servicing 

• Working layouts in store/demo facilities 

• Expert & friendly customer advice 

• Large Free Customer car park 

• Refreshments available 

- WANTED - 

MODEL RAILWAYS 
AND DIECAST 

Top prices paid, all areas covered 

Visit our New Website 

www.goinglocomodels.com 


38 Potovens Lane, Lofthouse Gate, Wakefield WF3 3JF 
Tel: 01 924 824748 email: goinglocomodels@hotmail.com T 




C&L Finescale Model I in 


■3 


The Track Specialist 

All you need to start you off on the right track 


C&L Flexi Track - the place to start 

Prototypical Sleeper spacing & length 
for great looking track. Turnout Kits 
include all parts but with no soldering! 

NEW Flexitrack with 'normal' depth 
sleepers (instead of the 'thin' ones on 
previous C&L flexi), but with correct 
spacing & sleeper length. Now matches 
directly to Peco for overall height. 


Available: Bullhead or Flat Bottom 



Competitive prices 
We try to match (or beat!) all 
other online traders on price. 
Sample SL100 £65,95, PL1Q £6 
SL-E91/2 £9.10, SL-300 £64.00 
See more great prices online. 

Carr's modelling products 
include Solder and Fluxes, 
Chemicals (metal blackening), 
Ballast, Baseboard Fittings & 
Coverings, Books and DVD's. 

DCC Concepts - We stock 
everything from this quality 
range, at competitive prices, 
and it not just DCC items! 

Check out our low prices for 
Cobalt Point Motors and Levers 




Visit our Shop at: 

Aran Lodge, Severn Rd. Hallen, 
BRISTOL, BS10 7RZ (4 miles 
M5 June 18 Avonmouth) 

Mon - Thursday 9am - 4pm 



SAWYER MODELS 


27 BRIDGE STREET, EARLESTOWN, 

N E WTON- LE-WI LLOWS, MERSEYSIDE WA1 2 9BE 


, L ’ : 21,11 

www.- BOMMlb 

SAWYER MODELS V 

- - ■ 


Earlestown has deep roots within the history of todays' modern 
railway. Home to the Vulcan foundry where such engines as Deities 
and LMS engines were built, the Viaduct Wagon Works where freight 
wagons were built and more recently, Earlestown has become home 
to Sawyer Models. 

Opened in May 201 4, Andrew Sawyer welcomes Loco enthusiasts 
from across the nation. With a full DCC installed working layout, 
Sawyer Models provides a great selection for advanced collectors 
and for those who are just getting started. 

Situated on Bridge Street, Sawyer Models are OPEN Monday to 
Wednesday and Friday to Saturday 10am to 5pm. CLOSED Thursdays 
and Sundays with FREE parking throughout Earlestown and only a 
2 minute walk from Earlestown train station. 


sawyermodelsearlestown 


01925 227835 • sawyermodels@hotmail.com 

www.sawyermodels.co.uk 


February 2016 RAIL EXPRESS M23 







EXHIBITION DIARY 


Impressive D&E line-ups for February 

Both Stafford and Model Rail Scotland take place during the month with numerous D&E layouts on display. 


A BUSY month for notable exhibitions 
gets underway on February 6-7 with the 
Stafford Railway Circle’s event at the 
usual County Showground venue. Again 
featuring an extensive list of layouts, 
the diesel and electric era is well 
represented once more with at least 16 
such layouts on show. 

The ‘N’ gauge line-up includes the 
East Sussex N Gauge Group’s ever 
popular West Coast Main Line-set 
King’s Park along with Hinksey Yard 
from the Epsom & Ewell MRC, Bradford 
MRC’s Titheridge Junction and 
Westbrook by Paul Butler. 

Moving up to ‘00’, the lengthy list 
includes the BR blue Acacia Avenue 
by Richard Slate, Carl Bowden’s 1980s 
Alderford, the EWS diesel depot 
Crimson Road from Peter Griffiths and 
Scottish-set Crinan by Martyn Wild. 

Also appearing are Glenisla Road by 


Richard Kirk, Steve Saxby’s Manygates, 
Peters Street by Pete Harvey, the 
host club’s Stackton Tressell and the 
impressive Vopak - Barry Docks by Paul 
Rolley. 

In ‘EM’ gauge are Dave and Matt 
Smith’s Privatisation era Brighton 
East and Jim Bryant’s Southern Region 
Hookwood. Completing the layouts is 
Lochty Lane, another interesting 7mm 
offering from Ian Futers. The trade 
support includes 4Track Models, Book 
Law Publications, DC Kits/D&E Videos, 
Digitrains, Modellers Mecca, Phoenix 
Precision Paints, Replica Railways/ 
Railwayania, Shawplan/Extreme 
Etching, Ten Commandments, TTC 
Diecast/Loughborough Model Centre 
and Wealistic Models. 

Milestone for Glasgow 

The last weekend of February, the 


26th-28th, sees Model Rail Scotland 
notch up its 50th anniversary show, 
with the SECC in Glasgow once again 
being the venue. As usual, the layouts 
on show will be a combination of those 
belonging to member clubs of the 
Association of Model Railway Societies 
in Scotland and invited groups and 
individuals. 

The D&E era is represented in ‘N’ 
gauge by Castle Lock from the West 
of Scotland N Gauge MRC, Glenrothes 
MRC’s Blackwood Junction, King 
Street by the Moray Model Railway 
Group and the East Neuk MRC’s popular 
Law Junction. In ‘00’ gauge, the 
large selection includes Devon-set 
Bere Banks by Keith Sully/Scottish 
Modellers, the debut of green era 
Fenchurch St Peters by George 
Woodcock and John Norton, Cement 
Quay from the Scottish Diesel and 


Electric Group and Peter Goss’ The 
World’s End. Also in ‘00’ are Cala na 
Creig (Aberdeen MRC), Calla (57 Study 
Group), Clyde Street (Helensburgh & 
District MRC), Glenfinnan (Bill Wood), 
Hallside (Clyde MRC), Luib (Rutherglen 
MRC), McCrindleston (Kyle MRC) and 
Muirhead (Dumfries & District MRC). 
Rounding things off are Dave Tailby’s 
new ‘EM’ gauge London set Victoria and 
Ian Futers’ 7mm Lochty Lane. 

Bachmann and Hornby will both 
be in attendance while other traders 
include Book Law Publications, DC 
Kits/Realtrack Models, DCC Supplies, 
Digitrains, Durham Trains of Stanley, 
Gaugemaster, Harburn Hobbies, 
Locomotion, Parkside Dundas, Replica 
Railways /Railwayania, Shawplan/ 
Extreme Etchings, Ten Commandments, 
TTC Diecast/Loughborough Model 
Centre and Videoscene/Train Crazy. □ 

Among the many 
D&E layouts 
appearing at the 
Stafford Railway 
Circle’s exhibition 
on February 6-7 will 
be the relatively 
new Hinksey Yard. 
The work of the 
Epsom & Ewell 
Model Railway 
Club, the ‘N’ gauge 
layout is based on 
the infrastructure 
yard located to the 
south of Oxford 
station. Home to 
a Network Rail 
virtual quarry 
ballast stockpile, 
the yard supports 
a large amount 
of infrastructure 
work in the south 
of England and is 
always busy with 
ballast wagons. 

This is reflected 
in this view as No. 
97302 stands amid 
the autoballasters. 
Tim Easter 



DIARY DATES 


FEBRUARY 6-7 

Stafford Railway Circle Exhibition, 
Stafford County Showground, Weston 
Road, Stafford, Staffs. 
www.staffordrailwaycircle. org. uk 
10am-5pm Sat, 10am-4.30pm Sun. 
Adult £9, accompanied child £1. 

For layout details see text. 

FEBRUARY 12-13 

The Salvation Army Model Railway 
Exhibition, The Salvation Army Hall, 
Warn Street, South Shields, 


r 


Tyne & Wear. 

lpm-8pm Fri, 10am-5pm Sat. Adult £3, 
child £1.50, family £7. 

FEBRUARY 20 

RISEX Model Railway Exhibition, 

Princes Risborough Community Centre, 
Wades Park, Stratton Road, Princes 
Risborough, Bucks. 
www. rdmrc. org. uk 
10am-5pm. Adult £3, child £2. 

Layouts include Bradfield Gloucester 
Square (00) and Whitecross Street (00). 


FEBRUARY 20-21 

The Diesel & Electric Show, Telford 
International Centre, St. Quentin Gate, 
Telford, Shropshire. 
www.dieselandelectricshow.co.uk 
10am-4.45pm. Adult: £9.50, 
accompanied child free. 

For layout details , see previous pages. 

FEBRUARY 26-28 

Model Rail Scotland 2016, Scottish 
Exhibition Centre, Exhibition Way, 
Glasgow, Lanarkshire. 


www.modelrail-scotland. co. uk 
llam-6pm Fri, 10am-6pm Sat, 10am- 
5pm Sun. Adult £12, child £6, family £27. 
For layout details see text. 

FEBRUARY 27-28 

New Mills & District Railway Modellers 
Exhibition, Chapel-en-le-Frith High 
School, Long Lane, Chapel-en-le-Frith, 
High Peak, Derbys. 
www.nmdrm.co.uk 
10am-5pm Sat, 10am-4.30pm Sun. 
Adult £5, concession £4, family £12. 
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EXTREME 

ETCHINGS 

2 Upper D unstead Road, 
Langley Mill, Notts NG16 4GR. 

Telephone: 01773 718648 
E-mail: brian@shawplan.com 


LASERGLAZE LATEST 


Our stunning new product range 



DESEL LOCOMOTIVES WINDOW GLAZING PACKS 

EEFGM01 Hornby Class 08J09 (new tool In# £6.50 

EEFG08Q2 Bachmann Class ... £6,50 

EEFG1 501 Hel|an class 1 5 Prlc* £6-50 

EEFG20Q3 DRS 20/3 {ute wf EE etches) £6.00 

EEFG2401 Bachmann Cta»2A.... —..£6.00 

EEFG2601 Heljan Class 26 ........ £6.00 

EEFG2701 Heljtan Class 27 wf slide cab windows.... £9.00 

EEFG27Q2 Heljtan Class 27 wf drop cab windows.... £6.00 

EEFG33Q1 He I Jan Class 33WO £6.00 

EEFG3302 Heljan Class 3K1 - £6.00 

EEFG3302 Heljan Class 33/2 £8.00 

EEFG37-12* Class 37 {use w t EE standard wtereens) £6.50 

EEFG37-I2h Class 37 (use w/ EE reinforced w/screens) £6.50 

EEFG4701 vnrralns Ows 47. „„ £9.00 

EEFG47Q2 Heljan class 47 £9.00 

EEFG47Q3 Bachmann Class 47..... £9.00 

EEFG5501 Bachmann Gass 55 bodyside windows ft EE 
etched front windows (cabside windows not included}... £9.00 

EEFGfiOOIa Hornby Class 60 (front wtareens only) £6.00 

EEFG6001 Hornby Class 60 £9.00 

EEFG7301 Homby (Ex-Lima) Class 73 £8.00 


COACHING STOCK WINDOW GLAZING PACKS 

EELG4001 Hornby (Airfix/Dapol) Mk. 2d FO coach £8.00 

EELG4002 Hornby (AJrfltfDapol) Mk. 2d TSO coach £6.00 

EELG4003 Hornby (Airfix/Dapol) Mk. 2d BSO coach £9.00 

EELG40Q4 Lima Mk. 2etf FCVTSO coadh £6.00 

EEU54005 Uma Mk, 3 FCVTSO coedl ... £6.00 

EELG4007 Hornby (ex-Lima) Mk. t CCT ... £6,00 

EELG400B Hornby (ex-Lima) Mk. 3 SLEP Sleeper £6.00 

EELG40Q9 Hornby Mk. 3 FCVTSO.~.~ £8.00 

EELG4010 Hornby (ex-Lima) Mk. 1 GUV £6.00 

EELG401 1 Jouef Mk. 3 FQ/TSO £6.00 

EELG4012 Jouef Mk, 3 TRUB Buffet ftO.OO 

EELG401 3 Hornby (ex-Lima) Mk. 3 TGS .. £6.00 

EELG4Q 14 Hornby (ex-Lima) Mk. 3 TRUB Buffet £9,00 

EELG4Q15 Dapol {Hornby Magazine) Stove ’R r coach. ,.f 6.00 

EELG401 6 Hornby M k. 3 RFM buffet (new tooli ng) £9.00 

EELG40 17 Bachmann Mk. 1 Suburban (also Brake) £8.00 


COACHING STOOL WINDOW FRAMES (STAINLESS STEEL) 


EECD4001 Mk.2d/e/fFO,„ £9,00 

EECD4002 Mk. 2diWf TSO £9.00 

EECD4003 Mk. 2dte/f BSO £9.00 

EECD4004 Mk. 3 TSO / FO £9.00 

EECD4O05 Mk. 3 all for catering vehicles £9.00 

EECD4006 Mk. 3 SLEP Sleeper £9.00 


'HERITAGE RANGE' (STEAM LOCOS ft ROLLING STOCK) 
EEFG37xx Bachmann GWR Pannier Tank (high cab) ... £4.00 
EEFGSTxx Bachmann GWR Pannier Tank (low cab)..... £4.00 
EEFG-IM(H)20TB Hornby (Aj rf Ix/DapoO LMS 20T Brake . . £4 50 
EEFG-GW(B)20TB Bachmann GWR Toad 20t Brake Van ... £4.00 
EELG-HHB Hornby GWR DiaN13 Horse Box. .£4,00 


The biggest and the best selection of detail parts and nameplates 
exclusively for the modern modeller! 2mm & 7mm also available. 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE COMPLETE RANGE 

WWW.SHA WPLAN. COM 


STAFFORD 

MODEL RAILWAY 
EXHIBITION 



2016 


FREE BUS SERVICE 
FROM RAILWAY 
STATION 

TIMETABLE ON WEBSITE 


Saturday 6 th Feb Sunday 7 th Feb 

(10am to 5pm) (10am to 4.30pm) 


Stafford County Showground 

ST 18 0BD - Situated on the A518, 3 miles East of Stafford Town Centre 




Adults £9 

Accompanied Children just £1 
For a full list of layouts, traders 
and demonstrators - see our website 

Extended FREE Parking 

www.staffordrailwaycirele.org.uk/exhibition 



' NEW ^ 
e-commerce 
website 

v coming soon / 


ELLIS CLARK TRAINS 


Ellis Clark Trains 
Unit 13 Baildon Mills 
Northgate, Baildon 
Shipley, West Yorkshire, BD17 6JX 




Top prices paid for your collections 
of model railways, diecast & tinplate pgj 
For more info call Ellis on 07799 554491 'A T | 


✓ Call, email or post a list 
>/ All makes, gauges and ages considered 

✓ British, Continental and American 
</ All gauges of kit/scratch built and live steam 

v Diecast and tinplate cars, lorries, buses, planes, soldiers 
v Payment in your preferred method 
v Happy to travel nationwide and view or collect 
v Large collections a speciality 

✓ Friendly and professional service 


WANTED 


M* 


T 01274 809317 M 07799 554491 
E ellis@ellisclarktrains.com 
W ellisclarktrains.com 
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AMRSS unveils Malcolm Rail ‘08’ 


Due for release at Model Rail Scotland is a limited edition 4mm scale Bachmann model in the unmistakable 
green, blue and yellow Malcolm livery, as used at the Daventry International Rail Freight Terminal. 



THE Model Rail Scotland exhibition in 
Glasgow on February 26-28 will see 
the release of a further limited edition 
‘00’ gauge Bachmann Class 08 shunter. 
Commissioned by the event’s organising 
body, the Association of Model Railway 
Societies in Scotland (AMRSS), the 
model forms part of the celebrations 
for the 50th anniversary show. 

The Class 08 depicts one of the 
three shunters belonging to the 
Hunslet Engine Company that have 
been hired in recent years to the 
Malcolm Group. Despite this company 
having its headquarters in Glasgow, the 
trio have been nowhere near Scotland, 
instead seeing use at the Daventry 
International Rail Freight Terminal, near 
Rugby, which subsidiary Malcolm Rail 
holds the operating contract for. 

Having taken over in mid-2008, 
Malcolm Rail ended its contract with 
DB Schenker to provide a shunter at 


Malcolm contract, its existing colour 
scheme was adapted with the addition 
of the yellow and green bodyside 
stripes. As such, it retained its blue roof, 
making it instantly recognisable from its 
yellow-roofed sisters. No. 08823 has 
remained in use at the sprawling rail 
freight terminal ever since, only visiting 
the workshops of LH Group Services for 
periodic maintenance. No. 08445 also 
remains at Daventry but No. 08913 has 
not seen use since the spring of 2013, it 
now being stored in a dismantled state 
at the aforementioned workshops. 

Collection only 

The AMRSS model can be pre-ordered 


the end of 2009, instead 
taking No. 08913 on 
hire from Hunslet from that 
December. In preparation for 
this, the ‘08’ received the eye- 
catching Malcolm colours of green, 
blue and yellow. As Daventry expanded, 
No. 08445 was brought in from June 
2011 to support its classmate, it 
receiving the same livery at the end of 
that year. 


Odd ‘Gronk’ out 

The limited edition of 512 pieces 
depicts the third Hunslet Class 08 to 
arrive at Daventry, this being No. 08823 
in February 2012. Previously hired to 
Thamesteel at Sheerness, a job for 
which it received an all-over powder 
blue livery and the name Libbie, it 
became redundant following the 
collapse of the company. 

Immediately redeployed on the 


via the Model Rail Scotland website and 
then collected during the event. A mail 
order option is not currently available 
so visiting the event is the only way to 
secure the limited edition. 

Employing the standard Bachmann 
Class 08 tooling, the model is well 
finished with the three colours being 
a good match for the real thing and 
very crisply applied. No. 08823’s blue 
roof is faithfully recreated while the 
nameplates are printed on, there being 
no etched alternatives. The Malcolm 
Rail logo on the cab back is also present 
while the other printed detail is similarly 
neatly done. Inevitably, the lack of 
flexibility in the tooling means that 



The Malcolm Rail Class 08 looks quite at home on this quickly assembled diorama, 
it rubbing shoulders with the Oxford Diecast reach stacker in the same livery. 
Separating them is a Dapol factory-weathered KQA/KTA pocket wagon. 
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some small details are not correct, such 
as the number of marker lights at each 
end and the exhauster cover design on 
one side. 

With a decent number of container 
wagon designs now available in 4mm 
scale, not to mention ORail’s ever- 
increasing range of containers and 
the Oxford Diecast reach stackers, 
the Malcolm ‘08’ is the perfect 
accompaniment for all of them. While 
the locos may have only operated at 
Daventry in real life, it does not take 
much of a stretch to imagine such a 
hire machine turning up at any number 
of intermodal and logistics terminals. 
Review by Simon Bendall □ 

f*^ The Association of Model Railway Societies 
in Scotland (AMRSS). 

Web: www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk 

£ Price: £89.95 


Above: Operations have temporarily 
ceased at the Malcolm terminal at 
Daventry on February 1, 2012, as 
No. 08913 recovers a still new IDA 
container twin onto the loading area 
following a minor derailment. The 
accompanying IKA ‘Megafret’, nearest 
the loco, is carrying sleeper lengths used 
in the recovery operation. Paul Fuller 


Right: Less than two months after 
receiving the Malcolm colours, No. 08445 
waits for its next duty alongside the 
sprawling DHL warehouse at Daventry 
on January 15, 2012. Although owned 
by the Hunslet Engine Company, the 
trio of Class 08s are ultimately part of 
the Wabtec Rail empire following its 
acquisition of Hunslet’s parent company 
LH Group later the same year. Paul Fuller 




The subject of the limited edition model, No. 08823 Libbie is 
already faded and work-stained after 14 months at Daventry. 
Seen on April 26, 2013, it is laying over as its train of container 
wagons, headed by ‘Megafrets’, is attended to. Tom Smith 
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OFFICIAL HORNBY 
COLLECTORS CENTRE 


Est 1975 


FOR MORE SPECIAL OFFERS AND UP TO THE 
MINUTE RELEASES VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


TELEPHONE/ORDER 
HOTLINE 
(0114) 2551436 
Open 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

24 Hr Answerphone service for orders 




RAILS OF SHEFFIELD 



SHOP OPENING HOURS: 
9:30 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday - Saturday 
Free parking outside the door! 


CASH OR PART EXCHANGE 

We urgently require collections of any size featuring products from the following manufacturers: 


HORNBY* 



1=" GRAHAM 

y FAR 15 H 


c/g/po/ 

Mode/ *ar/way Company 


C YlEbIdD markllh FLEISCHMANN I ;Rivarossi 
B Lima Jbuef 


RAIL-WAYS ITT 


Li li put 


1 kato [ 


MINITRIX TRIX 


REPLICA 

RAILWAYS 



=n™ 


LIE BE ZUM DETAIL 



r^HORNBYffe 

DublO 


u* Lenz 

ELEKTRONIK GMBH 


^ u 

I - u 


DJH 

MODEL LOCO 


* ARNOLD 


DINKY TOYS I muTCHBax | HJC0RG 


MECCANO 


Ej w, “i m EXLEY 

\ 1 liiJJ AIi mi ■■■ Edward Exley Ltd. 



We are always on the lookout for all types of kit built models including Pro-Scale, Nu-Cast, Golden Age Models, Silver 
Fox Models, Comet Models, David Andrews and Japanese/Korean Brass in addition to all manufacturers above. 
Please do contact us if you are at all unsure as to whether we would be interested in your collection. 

We value your used models very highly and will pay top prices for all items offered. 

We provide a fast, professional and friendly service from our family run business. 

Distance is no object and anything is considered. 

Please telephone us on 01142 551436, email secondhand@railsofsheffield.com, fax us on 01142 555982 or post your 

lists to the address at the bottom of the page, all enquiries answered. 


RAILS OF SHEFFIELD, 21/29 CHESTERFIELD ROAD, SHEFFIELD, S8 ORL. TEL(01 1 4) 255 1436, 8 LINES. FAX (0114) 255 5982 

?H0NE/l AK//.4 S 3 E FOR ORDERS OUTSIDE SHOP HOURS. EMAIL: info@railsofsheffield.com WEBSITE: https://railsofsheffield.com (E & GE) 

















-ILSEt 

MODELS 


( Your L oc al Friendly Model Shop In The Heart of Surrey ) 

DCC Specialist 

El (2MB nAPBI I “©Sp* fleischmann 



Bachmann Branchline 32-045 Class 20 20118 “Saltburn-by-the-Sea" 
in BR Railfreight Red Stripe 



R3203 BR 4-6-2 ‘Okehampton’ West Country Class - late BR 

°corgi 




tft h u mbroi Mail order available from our website 


METCALFE 




4 Beckley Parade, Great Bookham, Surrey KT23 4RQ 
Tel 01372 452976 enquiries@roxleymodels.co.uk 

EQ www.roxleymodels.co.uk 

Opening Hours Mon-Fri 9.30 - 5; Saturday 10.15 - 5; Sunday Closed 





Sat 13/Sun 14 February 10.00am to 4.00pm 


The National Railway Museum 

Locomotion, ShildonDL41PQ 

Nearest Railway Station - Shildon 1 00 yrds. On Arriva Bus Routes 

Cafe • Disabled Access 

Free Entry and Free Parking 

Selection of model railway layouts on display 


Diecast Model Railways Collectables 


For event and trading information contact 
Stuart 01535 642367 
or Laurence 07966 333605 

Promoted by Tri-angman and Pennine Models on behalf of Locomotion 



..£12.50 EA, 6 FOR £72 


• REPAIRS DONE • CUSTOMERS WANTED!... With an eye for a bargain • DCC DECODERS FITTED • 


Pennine Models 

at Haworth 


R8249 DCC Decoders 

STEAM LOCO'S 

R3110 BR 2-6-2 Tank 61XX Class .. 
R3Q17 Patriot Sir Herbert Walker. 
R3G30 LMS4F 


R3124 BR Early Crest 42XX. 

R3126BR Late Crest 52XX,„. 

R3242 Early Crest K1 62015 

R3243/A Late Crest K1 62024/7 
R3305 E/C Weathered K1 62059. 

R2784X Mallard....... 

R3241 Maroon City of Bradford. 


.....£69 

£90 

£70 

£98 

£98 

.,.£117 


,,,£117 

...£117 


.,..,£69 

£119.95 

R3273 BR Early Crest Crosti Boilered 9F .1109 

TTS SOUNDS LOCOS 

R3245 Al Tornado .£140 

R3370 Duke Of Gloucester ^£128 

R3284 Flying Scotsman. .„**«. £89.99 

R3285 LNER A4GadwaL „£95 

R3286 CLASS 40 Em p ress Of Canada £79 

R3287 BR CLASS 47 Large Logo £79.99 

R3289 CLASS 37 Network Rail £79 


See us at our Winter Toy Fair on 
Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 February 


LIMITED EDITION ROYAL TRAIN LOCO 


R3272 Class 67 Royal Sovereign.... 

fins 

DIESEL LOCOS 

R3283 Railroad Bagnall Shunter 
R3263 Class Vanguard 

£2250 

f135 

R3264 Class Aiax 

.. . £135 

OXFORD RANGE OF RAILWAY WAGONS 


SViirebroofe (Mansfield), John Facer (London), E. Welford 
(Oxford), John Bllndes (Pontepool) F. Warren (London) £7.50 

OXFORD DIECAST 

Good Range Of E.F.E, Buses, Many Local Including 
16124 Bradford Leyland PD2 _£15 

Full range of 00 & N Gauge 
Cars, Wagons, Buses, Tractors etc. 

HORNBY YEAR WAGONS 

2015 .1950 

MK4 EAST COAST COACHES 

R4465/A 66 A/B/C 67 & 68 



c 


Wednesday to Sunday 1 lam-5pm 


PECO 


SKALEDALE 




HORNBY 




BR Mark 1 Full Spec Coaches Were 

(Metal Wheels & Enhanced Printing) QTYWf 
R461 9 Maroon parcels coach . StfTilfV 

R4620 Crimson & Cream 2nd open - f Q ft C 
R4621 Maroon TSO 1 1 ? 

R4642 Chocolate & Cream parcels coach 
R4643 Maroon 2nd open 
R4644 Chocolate & Cream TSO 
LIGHTED PULLMAN COACHES 
R3 184 1960's Brighton Belle 3 Coach Pack £105 


R441 9/21/22/23/24/25/26/30., 
R4429/80/8 1/85/86... 


Hornby Model R3017 Patriot Sir Herbert Walker £90 

Huge range of Hornby products all at discount prices. 

If you are looking for something try us first. 

A LARGE VARIETY OF NEW PLASTIC 
KITS, MANY NOW SORT AFTER 

Also paints, glue, K&5 metals, Evergreen, Balsawood etc. 
Everything in shop to make a trainset into a model railway. 


R4460/1/2/3/4 new K Series .. 

COACHES 


,..£35 

*..£25 

*..£45 


R4634 A/B/C Blue Grey Std with Lights 

R461 3/14/1 5 MK2E Blue Grey 

R4611/12 MK2E W/Ughts Blue Grey .. 

R4534A/C Push-Pull Coach Pk_ 

R4444A FO Intercity Blue/Grey.*. .**... 

R4446ATSO Intercity Blue/Grey «. „... 

R4468 Gresley Buffet Blue/Grey 

R4406A Crimson & Cream Brake 3rd 

R4407A Crimson & Cream Composite ......... 

R4408A Crimson & Cream Brake Comp 

R4606 50fl BR Full Brake Blue...* 

MK3 COACHES 


£33 

£16.95 

£19.95 

..£62.50 
..£27 
...,....£27 
£39.95 

£21 

£21 

£21 

...... £21 


Blue Grey Eastern Region With Lights F0, TSO, TGS 

Buffet . „..£33 

R4370 D/E/G/69c/71 a 4654 1st GW „..£27 

R4597 A/B 1 st GW Sleeper „..£27 

R4635/A/B Arriva Wales Mk3 Standard Class. £26.50 

RAIL ROAD MKI COACHES 


Crimson & Cream, Choc & Cream, Maroon 

SO, TSO Composite& Full Brake In Railroad...*.... £12.50 

R46Q9 MKI BSK Green with lights....*, «*„...««.....^.£21 

WAGONS 
R6678A LMS Horsebox 


33/35 Mill Hey, Haworth, Keighley BD22 8NQ 
Tel. 01535 642367 
penninemodels@gmail.com 


R6675/76/77 21 Ton Hopper 

R6469/71 OTA Thamesboard Blue.,., 
R6543 Murco 100T Tank. 
R6642/A/B/C Shunters Wagon GW,„ 
R6643/A/B/C Shunters Wagon BR .... 

R6647 Ex Blue Spot Barrier 

R6401 A BR 9 Plank Grey.. 


...£9.95 
£13.95 
.£12 ea 
...„.£17 

£9 

£9 


R6606 MGR Hoppers, pack of 3.. £1750 or 2 for £30.00 
R6678A LMS Horse Box_ _ £9.95 


EVERYTHING IN THE SHOP TO TURN A TRAIN SET INTO A MODEL RAILWAY 
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Economy green ‘27’ 

A new batch of Scottish 
Sulzer Type 2s has been 
released in 4mm scale, 
this oddball release being 
the highlight. 


REVIEWS 


© ///// 

from Heljan 




BR economy green with 
full yellow ends, this continuing 
the manufacturer’s penchant for 
producing ‘oddball’ liveries in 
ready-to-run form. Another of the 
class to be built without a train 
heating boiler, it too lacks the 
underframe water tank. 

Transferred to Scotland at the 
end of 1969, No. 5370 was given 
a green repaint during a visit to 
Glasgow Works in the summer of the 
following year. Dubbed ‘economy’ due 
to the omission of the white waist 
stripe and window surrounds, it would 
run in this condition until early 1975, 
this including renumbering as 


THE festive period saw a further batch 
of Class 27s creep into the shops 
without much fanfare, Heljan having 
produced a further six versions of the 
popular ‘00’ gauge Sulzer Type 2s. 

Equally divided between ‘Scottish’ 
and ‘English’ examples, the former 
encompasses Nos. D5347 and D5349 
in BR green with and without yellow 
panels respectively, along with 
No. 5363 in BR blue but without yellow 
cabside window surrounds. Meanwhile, 
the trio initially allocated to English 
depots includes No. D5404 in BR green 
with yellow panels and former freight 
machine No. 5373 in BR blue with 


No. 27024 a year earlier. 

The model faithfully 
re-creates No. 5370’s appearance prior 
to TOPS renumbering, complete with 
plated up gangway doors, but with 
hinges and beading still in place. 

Disappointingly, the black plastic 
roof fan grille remains a feature though, 
while the accessory bag includes 
bufferbeam pipework and miniature 
snowploughs. 

The spartan livery is well applied, 
complete with blue-backed data panels 
beneath the numbers, with the model 
giving something a little different for an 
often over-looked transitional period. □ 


Heljan A/S, Rebslagervej 6, 5471 Senderse, 
Denmark. 

Web: www.heljan.dk 


£ RRP: £119 


yellow cabside window surrounds, but 
no boiler water tank. 

The highlight though is No. 5370 in 


BOOK REVIEW 


A Contemporary Perspective on 
LMS Railway Signalling Volume 2 - 
Semaphore Swansong. 

By Allen Jackson. Published by The Crowood Press, 
Ramsbury, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 2HR. 
Softback 190mm x 246mm, 192 pages. 

Price £19.99. ISBN 978-1-78500-072-0. 

FOLLOWING hard on the heels 
of the first book, volume two 
of the survey of surviving LMS 
semaphore signalling, signal 
boxes and other associated 
equipment is now available. 

Identical in terms of format, it 
again sees the author set out 
to record as much as possible 
on camera before re-signalling 
takes place, the results being 
presented using text, maps and more than 400 colour 
photos. 

The bulk of the book is given over to surveying 
the extensive former London & North Western Railway 
routes, encompassing such lines as the Cumbrian 
Coast, North Wales Coast, Crewe-Shrewsbury and 
Manchester-Buxton. Also visited are the Manchester 
and Liverpool areas, Staffordshire and a few Midlands 
outposts, among others. Subsequent shorter sections 
cover what still exists on the former Caledonian and 
Highland Railway routes in Scotland. 

As with volume one, some of the photo 
composition is not ideal, but it is again a useful record 
of what will be history in a few years’ time, while 
modellers can find some helpful views of how to 
integrate semaphore signalling on a modern layout. 


NEW RELEASE ROUND-UP 


Oxford Diecast calls out the gas man 

AMONG the latest 4mm scale releases from Oxford 
Diecast is another version of the Ford Transit Connect 
van. This carries the now superseded dark blue 
livery of British Gas (76FTC004, £4.75) with the large 
light blue and red flame logo, which again has now 
been restyled. Featuring a 2006 registration plate, 
the livery and printing application is nicely done, 
particularly on the rear doors. 

The company has also revealed its production 
plans for the first half of 2016, which will include 
the Mk.3 Transit appearing in both British Rail yellow 
and Royal Mail red. Sure to be welcomed by 1980s 
modellers are, at long last, the Ford Sierra saloon 
and the Mk.2 Vauxhall Cavalier, while modern day 
vehicles will include the current incarnation of the 
Ford Galaxy. 



Bachmann’s convenient release 

THE latest batch of 4mm scale Scenecraft releases 
from Bachmann includes this toilet block (44-0040, 
£24.95). Measuring 98mm by 39mm with a height of 
37mm, it is well finished with grey stonework, etched 
mesh in the window openings and a convincing 


r 



enough cast flower bed. The model is well suited to a 
range of town centre applications, such as outside a 
station with limited amenities. 

Storage crates new from Preiser 

NOW available from Gaugemaster is another scenic 
accessory pack from Preiser. This consists of 12 
stackable plastic containers with separate lids, 

12 pallets and two pallet trucks (31025, £10.50). 
Requiring cutting from their sprues and some very 
basic assembly, all of the items are self-coloured 
apart from the pallet truck wheels, which need 
painting. The crates are the most interesting aspect 
of the pack, being suitable for a range of industrial 
and depot applications. In contrast, with the set 
being to ‘HO’ scale, the pallet trucks are a little small 
for 4mm use. Reviews by Simon Bendall 
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Rumney mineral wagon chassis kit 

The Rumney Models 4mm scale etched chassis kits provide a high quality upgrade for many unfitted or vacuum- 
braked BR wagons. Alan Monk tackles one of the mineral wagon kits, this being primarily for the 24V£t design. 


THE kit for the BR 24V2t mineral wagon 
(reference B21) provides an etched brass 
fully-sprung unfitted Morton lifting-link 
chassis to fit the body of the Parkside 
Dundas PC04 kit. It is suitable for both 
diagrams of 24Vfct mineral (1/115 and 
1/118) and, if the body is modified to 
remove the top doors and reduced 
in height, the welded 21t minerals of 
diagram 1/107 can also be modelled. 

The builder will need to supply 
wheels (12mm three-hole disc) and 
bearings, axlebox and cosmetic spring 
castings, buffers, couplings, 0.31mm 
and 0.7mm brass wire to finish. There 
are a few rivets to press out, as shown 
by small half-etched recesses. This is 
best done while the etch is intact. If 
using the etched axlebox guides, these 
should also be soldered in place while 
the etch is flat. 

The etch contains the baseplate/ 
headstocks and a fold-up inner section 
with the W-irons and V-hangers. These 
need to be aligned using 1mm pins and 
soldered together, having first removed 
the detail part sub-etches located in the 
various spaces. The solebars comprise 
a folded structural base onto which a 
half-etched detail overlay is sweated. 
These should then be attached to the 
chassis, after which the details such 
as the builder’s plates and label clips 
can be fitted. Once the solebar overlays 
are in place on the chassis, the body 
support brackets can also be soldered 
in place. 

Suspension 

The wheelsets run in carriers that 
are sprung using a length (20mm-ish) 
of supplied 8-thou steel guitar wire 
soldered to a slot at the top of the 
carrier. The carriers are also fitted with 
waisted-type pin-point bearings. 


With only wide and open slots in 
the main chassis unit for the spring 
wire to rest in, the wheelsets do seem 
rather prone to dislodging, especially 
compared to other designs of sprung 
chassis. The solution noted in the 
instructions is to use the supplied 
etched washers to pack out the 
bearings to minimise axle slop, but 
in practice this moves the tips of the 
bearings inwards, away from the cut- 
outs in the W-irons. This may affect 
the squareness of the axles across the 
chassis by increasing fore and aft slop. 
They do, at least, hold the wheelsets 
in place firmly and with only a hint of 
sideways ‘slop’. 

The wheelsets and carriers are 
retained by the tie-bars between the 
W-irons. Once the tie-bars are soldered 
in place, it is still just possible to remove 
the wheelsets by gently pulling the 
W-irons open. 

Brake gear 

The brake gear is simple and yet 
complex to build. Each brake shoe is a 
single etched piece, folded over itself 
to give four layers and two pushrods off 
the rear. Each pair of pushrods is fixed 
to a central pivot, itself a two-part unit 
soldered together. It is recommended 
that the centre pivot be left free to 
rotate until the brake shoe units are 


soldered into the chassis, making sure 
the shoes do not bind on the wheels and 
the cross shaft will pass through the 
pivot. Use of an additional hand or three 
may be useful in getting the brake gear 
aligned and fixed in place! 

Once the shoes are attached, the 
safety loops can be folded and attached 
with the lifting link gear also fitted. 

The brake lever guards attach to small 
brackets mounted on the solebars, with a 
supporting strut between the lever guard 
and W-iron. The brake levers can then be 
bent to shape and fitted. The cosmetic 
10-leaf springs (MJT) and axleboxes 
(MJT or 51L) can be glued to the W-irons, 
taking care to keep glue well away from 
the bearings and carriers. 

Buffers and couplings should also 
be fitted. While the two diagrams of 
24%t mineral were near-identical in basic 
dimensions, the original 1/115 wagons 
had oil bearings and spindle buffers. The 
later 1/118 wagons were roller-bearing 
fitted from new and had either Oleo or 
self-contained buffers. 

For this review, a 1/118 wagon was 
finished using whitemetal Oleo buffers 
from the old Southern Railways Group 
range and roller bearing axleboxes from 
51L Models, with one axle given the 
hooded design and the other plain; this 
being a common sight by the end of the 
wagons’ lives in the mid-1980s. 


Body mods 

Fitting the Parkside body to the 
new chassis requires some minor 
modifications. If starting with an unbuilt 
24 1 /6t mineral, it is suggested that the 
floor is inverted (i.e. flat side to the 
bottom) or replaced with a similar-sized 
piece of 40-thou plasticard; this will 
ensure the body sits properly onto the 
etched chassis. It is also necessary to 
remove a few slivers from both ends of 
each side door hinge plate until they fit 
between the body support brackets. 

While the appearance and 
running quality is greatly improved 
over the basic Parkside kit, the time 
and complexity of construction may 
prove daunting to those needing a 
block train of 24Vfct minerals. The kit is 
unashamedly aimed at the finescale 
end of the market and assumes a 
good level of competency in soldering 
up etched brass kits along with an 
understanding of prototype brake gear. 
A few more ‘in progress’ photos in the 
downloadable instructions would be 
useful for some stages but overall, 
the kit is a high quality and worthwhile 
upgrade. □ 

Rumney Models, 7 Hurlingham Road, Bristol, 

BS7 9 BA. 

Web: www.rumneymodels.co.uk 

£ Price: £11 
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‘Thanks for the prompt service. 
I'm amazed that you sent a 
valuation less than a day after 
my original enquiry!" 

Mr K Stevens, Hull 


CASH 

TODAY 

Money for your secondhand 
locos & rolling stock 


Tel: 0151 733 3655 

Email : preowned@ehattons.com 

Phone opening times 
Mon to Fri 7am-8:30pm Sat 7am-8pm Sun 9am-5pm 

Shop opening times 
Mon to Sat 9am-5pm Sun 10am-4pm 


“I was very pleased with the 
price offered by Hatton’s and the 
simplicity of the service - 1 hope 
you find happy new owners for my 
locomotives” 

Mr R Thompson, Surrey 






Step 1 

Contact US with your list of items 

Email your list of items to: 

preowned@ehattons.com 

Post your list to: 

364-368 Smithdown Road, Liverpool, LI 5 5AN 

Phone us with your list on: 

0151 733 3655 


Step 2 

Our experienced staff Review your list 
a Valuation is made of your items 
We make you an Offer 
JL~Jk ( usually within 24 hours) 


Step 4 

We confirm the offer & 

make Payment 

Fast and secure with your choice of either 

Cash - Bank Transfer - PayPal - Cheque 


All brands purchased: 

; “ * 




|£ Lima 


PECO 




Step 3 

Either Send us your items 
Or we arrange to Collect, then Check 
through the list 


“I’ve bought from Hatton’s 
for years and the trade-in 
service is just as efficient 
and friendly as usual - great 
service!” 

MrH Moorhouse, Lincoln 


pgSaAitHiP BEss @elhattons.com www.ehattons.com/preowned 
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Bachmann releases its smaller pipes 

The versatile BR 12t pipe wagon has now been scaled down to ‘N’ gauge with its appearance in the Farish range. 




coupling hooks in the accessory bag. 
On the down side, the spring detail 
is noticeably lacking in relief, being 
virtually flush with the surface of the 
W-irons. 

Two of the initial trio of releases 
are pictured here, both conning from 
the newsprint batch of pipe wagons. 

No. B484163 is finished in late BR 
bauxite (377-777) with unboxed 
lettering and ‘Pipe VB’ code while 
No. KDB484176 carries engineers’ 
olive green (377-775) with 


departmental ZDV TOPS code. 

Overall, another useful addition 
to the Farish range and like the ‘00’ 
version, it would be good to see an 
air-braked underframe tooled up in the 
future to give the ODAs. □ 

Review by Simon Bendall 

|"^ Graham Farish by Bachmann, Moat Way, 
Barwell, Leicestershire, LE9 8EY. 

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk 

£ RRP: £17.95 


THE latest Bachmann model to be put 
through the shrinking process is the BR 
12t pipe wagon, later given the TOPS 
code of SOV. 

The history of the design was 
detailed in full in Rail Express Modeller 
No. 128, with their original purpose 
being the conveyance of drainage pipes 
from the specialist foundries at Ilkeston 
and Chesterfield in Derbyshire, near 
Melton Mowbray in Leicestershire and 
at South Bank on Teesside. 

However, the type’s full-length 
drop doors made them particularly 
versatile and over the decades the 
wagons saw use in a variety of traffics. 
These included a batch of 50 built 
to carry newsprint while other uses 


included moving palletised glass 
bottles, bricks, chemical drums and 
military stores. Later years would also 
bring departmental service, while 50 
were converted with air brakes and 
new suspension in 1983 to become the 
ODAs. 

Like the 4mm version, the Farish 
model portrays the diagram 1/462 
design that was built between 1955- 
57, displaying the correct layout of door 
hinges and restraints. The body is nicely 
rendered with thin sides and ends while 
the vacuum-braked underframe is to 
the correct pattern. Notable details 
include the separate and distinctive 
‘kinked’ handbrake levers, metal 
buffer heads, and vacuum pipes and 


READER OFFER: RAIL EXPRESS EXCLUSIVE... 


Bachmann ‘OO’ 
gauge Class 66 


Just 

£ 139.99 

Includes free UK delivery. 


Rail Express limited edition 
Bachmann ‘00’ gauge Class 




The model... and how YOU can get one: 


66 GB Railfreight No. 66720 in 
‘Rainbow’ competition livery 

For INTERNATIONAL ORDERS, please 
speak to our Customer Services team. 


A FTER an absence of several years, Rail 
Express can once again offer readers 
a chance to purchase an exclusive 
model... at a fantastic price. 

Launched to the public at the recent 
Warley National Model Railway Exhibition, our 
new limited edition model is the unmistakable 
GB Railfreight’s No. 66720, a design which 
came about after the company held a 
competition for the children of its employees 
to come up with a locomotive livery. 

The winning entry was unveiled in 
July 201 land was the handiwork of Emily 
Goodman, then aged six. 

Emily actually came up with two designs, 
and on the loco one side depicts the ‘day’ 
and features the sun, birds in flight and an 
extensive rainbow, while the opposite ‘night’ 
side includes the moon, a shooting star and 
an alien. 

Now dubbed the ‘rainbow’ livery and 
carried by No. 66720, it remains a colourful 
sight on the network today. 


The new ‘00’ gauge model has been 
produced with the help of GB Railfreight 
using the same drawings from which the 
full size vinyls were prepared. 

Re-created in exacting detail by 
Bachmann, the model has required 
the use of special printing techniques 
in order to reproduce the complex 
scheme accurately. This includes printed 
representations of the bodyside plaques 
that detail how the livery came about. 

With just 512 pieces being produced, 
this limited edition features the usual 


specification for the Bachmann Class 66, 
including directional lighting, a 21-pin 
DCC socket, bufferbeam accessory pack 
and numerous separate parts. 

Available in pristine form only, 
the model can be ordered now, priced 
£139.99. Release is expected in spring/ 
summer 2016, payment in full will be 
taken at time of order. 

You can order online by visiting: 
www.classicmagazines.co.uk/bachmann 
■ Full terms and conditions are available 
online. 


ORDER FORM 


Send to: Rail Express Bachmann Model Offer, 
PO Box 99, Horncastle. Lines. LN9 6LZ 
Tel: 01507 529529 Online: www. 
classicmagazines.co.uk/bachmann 

YOUR DETAILS 

Name: 


Address: 


Post Code: 


Telephone: 


Email Address: 


PLEASE SEND ME 


ITEM 

Rail Express limited edition Bachmann 
‘00’ gauge Class 66 GB Railfreight No. 
66720 in ‘Rainbow’ competition livery 
with FREE UK delivery 

PRICE QTY GRAND TOTAL 

£139.99 1 


PAYMENT DETAILS 

Card Number: 


Start Date: 


Expiry Date: 


SEC Code: 


Cardholder name: 


Date: 


All orders will be fulfilled as soon as possible after 
model delivery from manufacturer - spring/summer 
2016. Offer is limited to one per person. Models are 
subject to availability, while stocks last. 




Supplement No. 142 


February 2016 RAIL EXPRESS Modeller M33 







WEB WATCH 


The Railway Enthusiasts’ web directory 


y 



www.bachmann.co.uk 



Trade 

Supplied 


Heki 201 5 Catalogue £6,95 post paid 
Make your layout stand out with Heki Trees 
& Scenic Materials Quality at affordable prices 

www.blackweHs-miniatures.com 
P. O, Box 2099, Hockley, Essex SS5 4UY 
Tel. 01 702 200036 email, sales@blackwells-miviiatures.com 


Heki Trees & Scenics 


P.0. BOX 4293, 
WESTBURY, BA13 3AA 


1 


Tel: 01373 822 231 
sales@branchlines.com 


Stockists of Mashima, Hanazono, Canon 12V DC motors, gears, gearboxes, bearings, drive 
shafts and many parts for the kit and scratchbuilder. Black Beetle and Tenshodo motor bogies. 
4mm scale chassis kits (Hailbus, 04, 06 Sentinel 0-4-0, 0-6-0). EFE 
tube train motorising and re-wheeling packs, Black Beetle nickel silver 
wheels in DO, EM and P4 for re-wheeling many Hornby, Bachmann, 

Heljan diesels and on half axles for Bachmann DMUs, EMUs. 

E-mail or write for catalogues (SSAE + £1 in stamps) and price lists. 
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Excellence in model control 


UK Tel: 0845 2241^1 

International/direct Tel: 

+44 ( 0)1905 821 999 

B 


DCC Control Sets & decoders: offer a complete g 

DCC choice from over 1000 products by major DCC manufacturers; 
loco sounds, our own range of products and all the major and minor 
items you’ll need for building your layout. 

www.dccaupplles.com 






‘inert tfuKH just A- pMit h 


I 6 Station Road, Stanley, 

County Durham DH9 OJL 
Tel. 01207 232545 

I email . s a I e s@ d u rh a mt ra i n so fsta n ley.co. uk 

Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fii & Set, 
1 1 ' 7 Thurs, Closed Wed 
1 DCC Fitting & Weathering Service 


www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk 


ELECTRIFYING 


TRAINS 


A sample of our products includes the L&Y EMU pictured below 



Ran in service 1916-1960. 
During BR service in green 


Have a look at our new website 

www.electrifyingtrains.co.uk 

Tel: 020 84405918 
email: 

radfordl 56@btintemet.com 


RON 


unes [1 


023 80 772 681 

www.ronlines.com • r.lines@holmail.co.uk 


WANTED YOUR MODEL RAILWAYS We P roba ^ have ‘ he lar 9 eat 

Please contact us first with your lists - selection of secondhand model 
collections made from the South Coast area railways on the South Coast 

Stockists of: Peco, Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, Woodland Scenics, 
TCS Digital Control Systems 

342 SHIRLEY ROAD, SOUTHAMPTON SQ15 3HJ 


jfHeraan ifHoOels 

Visit our website 

www.modelraiLways.tv 

High quality locomotives and rolling stock 4, 7 and 10mm scales (00 f 0, 1 and NG) 
1A MARKET WAY, HAGLEY, STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS DY9 9LT 
Telephone: 01562 884800 




Dedicated Online Model Shop 


New Modellers Shop 


Providing friendly advice for beginners 

www.newmodellersshop.co.uk 
Telephone: 01733 704502 
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ecca haul 

fast • Friendly • Secure Ordering 

RTR Sales • Scenary • Digital • Weathering 


www.modellers-mecca.co.uk 


P & D Marsh Models 

Kits and ready painted models in N and OO 
www.pdmarshmodeIs.com www.nscalemodels.com 
Free lists available - call 01525 280068 

J 


Coastal DCC 

www.coastaldcc.co.uk 



Friendly advice, support and installation services 
Tel: 01473 710946 Email: enquiries@coastaldcc.co.uk 

VCC by modellers for modellers 



Distributor 
for the UK 



T: 01934 515382 

MESsan 


Digital sound 
experts 


info@swd4esu.co.uk 

westdigital.co.uk 



Ha r burn Hobbies Scotland's ORIGINAL Model Shop 

67 Elm Row, Leith Walk, Edinburgh EH7 4AQ w P ,„ 1938 

www.harburns.cauk 0131 5563233 

Inspiring generations of modellers 


Trt-ang 

specialist in model railways 

Tri-ang, Hornby, Bachmann, Wrenn, Minic etc... 
Buy and sell hard to find items and collectables 
Find me on www.tri-angman.co.uk 

or contact: Tel: 07966 333605 laurence@tri-angman.co.uk 


S KITS 

16 BARROW ROAD, SILEBY, 
LOUGHBOROUGH, 
LE1CS LEI2 7LP 
infoshrapnel@btinternGt.com 


Please makes cheques 
payable to; George Ansefl. 

P&P: Orders under £15 add £1.50, 
under £35 add £2.00, over £35 - port free. 


Wagon kits with resin bodies/ white met of fittings 
(require wheels <& bearings) and scenic items. 

MC 1 1 Etched Brass Catwalk kit for Bachmann Shell / 

BPTTA’s £4.85 

MC I 2 Etched Brass Catwalk kit for Bachmann Esso 

TTA’s £4.85 

MCI 7 Etched Brass Catwalk kit for Bachmann / 

Hornby TEA'S — £7.25 

MC23 Etched Brass twin Catwalk kit for Bachmann 
Shel I TTA’s £4.85 
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The Railway Enthusiasts’ marketplace 


STORE FINDER 


Flang 

We carry 
PLEA* 

Andrew Luckham 
Tel: 01 

ebracket ] 

a wide range of Meccar 
Various grades, well us 
►£ E-MAIL FOR A QUOTE 

, 50 Haymill Road, Burnh 
628 666942. Flangebrad 

MECCANO 

nuns 

»o parts, from all eras. 

:ed to Mint 
FOR YOUR NEEDS 

lam, Slough, Berkshire SL1 6NF 
cet50@yanoo.co.uk 

REGRET NO LISTS 


L 



134 CREWE ROAD, HASLINGTON, CREWE 
Tel/fax: 01270 569079 Email: hasl ingtonmodel3@live.co.uk 

Stockists of: Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, Heljan, Dapol, Gaugemaster, Peco, Wills, 
Ratio, Precision Metals, Plastruct, Sundeala Board etc. Metcalfe Kits, UHU, Cork Rolls, 
Plastic Building Card, Baseboards Constructed - please contact us for a quote, 
Decoder fitting service available for 00 locos, DDC ready and Non DCC ready. 
Opening Hours - Thursday/Friday/Saturday only 10.00 until 16.00 
For a helpful and friendly service why not give us a try / 


THE HOBBY SHOPl 

www.hobb-e-mail.com j 

122 West Street, Faversham, Kent ME13 7JB 
Tel: 01795 531666 


BACHMANN, BREK1NA, BUSCH, DAPOL, FARISH, FLEISCHMANN, HELJAN, 
BERFA, HORNBY, IWATA, METCALFE, MINITRAINS, PECO, PREISER, RATIO, 
ROCO, SUNDEALA and much more 
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I^TheHobbyGoblin; 



Model Railway Specialists STOKE-ON-TRENT 

Wide range of stock, weathering sendee, decoder fitting and repairs, sound Ming, 

VISIT OUR NEW LARGER SHOP!! 

54 HAMIL ROAD, BUR5LEM, STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFORDSHIRE ST 6 1AU 
Phone; 01782 818433 / 07973 478294 
Our opening times are now: Tues-Frl, 9.3Qam-4pm & Sat, 1 0am-2pm 
TAKE A LOOK AT OUR NEW WEBSITE NOW LIVE* 
info@thehobbygoblin.co.uk www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk 
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Jacksons Models 

Specialists in Models and Railways 


33 New Street, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 9AL 

Tel: 01697 342557 www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk 



MonkBar 

Model Shop 


Open 

Monday - Saturday 
9am - 5.30pm 

Only 2 minutes away from York Mmster 


Model Railways - Diecast Planes & Vehicles - Plastic Kits & Figures 
Scalextric ■ Jigsaws 


York - Y01 7LQ 
01904 659423 


monkbarmodelshop.co.uk 


Shop online with us. 
New website now live! 


Pooleys Puffers , 


Partnership: David & Anne Pooie 
** Diecast Models, 

Kits & Accessories 


Model Railway Supplies, New & Second Hand Bought & Sold 
Tele: 01 91 4910202/4106386 Mobile: 07976 519178 


www.pooleyspuffer5.com email: pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com 
382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE1 1 OBQ 

Mon -Thurs - 10:00am - 5:00pm. Fri - Sat & Bank Holidays please telephone for opening times. Sunday - Closed 
All major credit cards accepted. Part exchange welcome 




bright ideas from TRAINTRONICS 


Design and manufacture high quality model 
railway accessories. 

From 00 Gauge model train accessories to 
N Gauge model railway signals and gantry kits. 

329 - 331 Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth, BH8 BBT UK 
• Call 01202 309872 • Email: sales @ slot rail, com 
Visit our Website:- www.trainfronics.co.uk 



v caasGa ssraif? 


www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 

Stockists of Bachmann, Graham Farish, 
Hornby, Peco, Scalextric, HPi R/C cars 
and much much more 

Open 5 days a week 9am - 5pm 
closed Wednesdays fir Sundays 

ON-STREET PARKING OUTSIDE THE SHOP 


7-9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants 5050 5LB 
Tel: 02380 610100 E: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk 


SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 


HORNBY: 

R4315A MK3 TGS GNER _ £15.70 

R4396 Mark 3 DVT One 137.00 

R4415B MK3 IS E Midland 11B.50 

KUAN: 

1600 D8400 BR Green,,,, £105.00 

1604 08409 Green Gloss ,,,,,,, £105.00 

2301 D5903 Green, Full Yellow.190.00 

2302 D59Q8 Green, Full YeUow.I90.00 


HELJAN: 

2310 05907 Gloss Green SY 433.50 

2322 05905 BR Green .1101.00 

2724 05353 BR Green 178.00 

5101 Cargowaggon ,,.^...121.50 

5102 Cargowaggon Flat 124.00 

DAPOL N: 

ND-099D 86425 RB £72.00 


ND-205C 27008 BR Blue £82.25 

ND-209B 55000 Regional 178.00 


BACHMANN; 

31- 995 10000 Br Green £89.00 

32- 285 0.101 BR Green Whisk,,,, £120. 00 

32-286 CL101 BR Green SYP £120.00 

32-913 CL1Q8 Green Whiskers £84.00 

FARISH: 

371-381 66405 Malcolm Logistics £60.00 

371-393 66301 fastline,,..,,... £66.00 

373-360 Maroon Horsebox w £12.50 

AH subject to availability 
UK P&P from £4.10 pet order 


Mon-Sat 09.30-17,30. Closed Tuesdays and Bank Holidays. 


c H ^ Church Street Models, 10A Church Street Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7QE. 
/ Telephone: 01256 358060 

Large number of 00 & N gauge diesel locomotives on display 

° Dt ONLINE SHOP WWWXHURCHSTREETMODELS.CO.UK 
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Est. 1946 



Model Railways 


Tei: 01 51 733 3655info@ehattons.com 

364-368 Smithdown Road, Liverpool, LI 5 SAN 


Phones: Mon-Fri 7am to 8:30pm Sat 7am to 6pm Sun 9am to 5pm 
Shop: Mon - Sat 9am to 5pm Sun 10am to 4pm 


1 9,000+ items available on WWW.ehattOnS.COm 



31 -528 A Class A2 4-6-2 60529 "Pearl Diver 11 In BR lined green 
late crest (Bat) NEW £144,< 

31-531 Gass A2 442 60536 Trimbu^i 1 h Bfl Ined green earty errbtem (Bac) £144. 


R2672 Caledonian Railway 0-4-0 steam loco In blue. Railroad 
range (Hor) (list £2&49) BARGAIN . . .£ 


32-882 Class 4MT Fairbum 2-6-4 tank 42062 BR lined black late 
crest (Bac) NEW £10621 

31 - 168 Class 5 LAYR 242T 10713 In LMS crimson (Bac} £90.06 

32- 084 Class 56XX 0-6-2 6677 in GWR green (Sac) £76.46 


BARGAIN 


R3301 Castle Class 4-6-0 5043 "Earl of Mount Edgcumbe" in 


35-075 Class E4 Brighton tank 00-2 579 In LB & SCR 
umber (Bac) (list £109.95) BARGj 


BR Green early emblem (Hor) 


R3312 Class A3 4-6-2 60062 "Minoru" In BR Green early 
emblem (Hor) NEW £143.51 

R3371 Class A4 4-6-2 'Mallard' 4468 in LNER Blue - Railroad ranee (Hod £74.06 


R3331 Class 6000 4-6-0 King James I 1 601 1 in GWR 
Green (Hor) £159.99 

FKJ332 Class 6uC0 King 4-60 ‘Kina Eavard Vlll' In BR Late Crest Green (Hor) . £159.39 


R3064 Class OF Pug 04-0ST ‘Smokey Joe' in BR Black (Hor) 

(list £29.99) BARGAIN . . .£ 

31-931 Class 1000 Midland Compound 4-4-0 1 189 in LMS black (Bac) 


31-932DC Class 1000 MktmJ Con 
black earty emblem. DCC On Boar 

31-933 Class 1000 Midland Cwrpound ■ 


nnpound 440 40934 In BR lined 
rd (Bac) (Hst £15ft95)BARGAIN . 

4 - 4-0 41157 in BR lined back late 


R3307 Class A4 4-6-2 2510 "Quicksilver" in LNER Silver - The 
Silver Jubilees Collection (Hor) £134.25 


R3330 Class 6000 King 4-6-0 6000 "King George V" in Early BR 
Green (as preserved) (Hor) £148.14 


R3320 Class A4 4-6-2 60023 "Golden Eagle" In BR Blue early 
crest (Hor) NEW. .-■..■■■-..-...■£134.25 


R3310 Class 7P6F West Country 4-6-2 34006 "Bude" in BR 
G reen laie crest (Hor) NEW £12flj 62 


R3329 Class 815 4-6-0 30630 in BR Black late crest (Hot). .£124.99 


R3336 Class B1 4-6-0 61310 In BR Apple Green (Hor) NEW £129 
R3003X Ctaffl B17 4-643 “Barnsley* n Bfl green late crest ■ DOC Hflad (Hor) N EW£1Z2 


R32447TS Class 8 4-6-2 71000 "Duke Of Gloucester' in BR Green 
late crest -TTS Sound fitted (Hor) (1st £1 39.99) , . BARGAIN ... .£94 


31-089 Class 32xjc 4-4-0 Dukedog 3214 In GWR green 
shlrtbutton log 

31-088 Class 3£a 


ac) £118.96 

Diiwdog 9028 in BR Mack earty ambtem [Bac) 18-96 


crest - weathered (Bac) NEl 


R3361 J15 Class 0-6-0 65475 in Ewty BR Black (Hor) NEW £101.90 


R331S Class B17/6 4-6-0 61646 "Gllwell Park" In BR Green early 

emblem (Hor) NEW £122,21 

R3303 Class D1 63 440 62S1 r BR Black ear* orbtem (waalhared) (Hor) . £10184 
R3233 Class D1 6/3 4-4-0 B825 in LNER Black (Hof). £ 96 


32-227B Class 3F Fowler Jinty 0-6-0 tank 7341 in LMS 
black (Bac) NEW 


32-550B A Class A1 4-6-2 60163 Tornado" In BR lined 
Brunswick green (Bac) (list £159,95) . , , , . . B ARGAIN 


£72.21 


R3 380 J15 Cl as s 0-6-0 7510 In LNER Black (Hot) NEW . £101 .90 


C bargain } 


35-078 Class E4 Brighton tank 0-6-2 32500 In BR black late 

crest (Bac) (Hst £109.95) BARGAIN . . .£80 

35-077 Class E4 Brighton tank 042 32556 in BR black eartv emblem (Bac} 

(list £109.95) BARGAIN EM 


R2862 Class 3P Jinty 0-6-0T 24 in S&DJR Blue (Hor) 
(list £^40) BARC 


32-954 Standard class 4MT 2-6-0 76058 in BR lined black < 
emblem (Bee) (list £1 19.95) BARGAIN . 


UK P&P £4 


£2^WP-fi£P§W§lfc ciiticasi terns 


£7 P&P Next Day (Orders before 2pm) 









Electric locos 

31-676 Class 85 (AL5) Bo-Bo Seethe 85026 in BR Blue single pantograph (Bac) 

Hist £1 12.45}. BARGAIN C86 

31-677 Class 85 <AL5) Bo-Bo Electric 63056 in BR Blue single pantograph. (Bac) 
(list £139.95). BARGAIN E7» 


www.ehattons.com 


odel Centre 


Model Railways ltd. 


9000 Metropolitan Bo-Bo electric 20 In Metropolitan (Hal) £107 

Dft/IUs 

31-535 Class 1 05 Cwens 2 Car OMU in BR Nua full yelow ends (Power twin 
Unit) (Bac) (list £1 1 9,95) BARGAIN .... £78 


32-508 Standard Class 5MT 73049 In BR lined green lata crest 

& BH1 lender (Bac) (list £129.95) BARGAIN . . .£82 

32-509 Standard class 5MT 73109 In BR lined black: early emblem and BR1 B 

tender (Bsc) (list £129.95) BARGAIN £89 

R9267 Thomas i Friends ■ Thomas die Tank Engine (Hoc) NEW £38 


QL1VQ02 Class 73 205 ''Jeanette 1 ' In GBRf Livery - Olivia's 


32-906 Clasa 106 2 Car DMII In BR green 1 

(list £139.95) 

32-905" Class 108 2-car DMII In BR blue & grey lull j 

£138JB6) . 


OUVOOl Class 73 207 In Gatwlck Express Livery - Olivia's 


32-260DC WD Austerity 2-8-090448 in BR black wih late crest 
DCC On Board (Bac) (list £152.95) BARGAIN . .£109 

Train packs 

30325 Antuferra Tran NMG Train Pa* GWR Cfe® 3700 N&9711 X3ty tf 
Bimwi^wTr r WWI khaki . 3x coaches in pron & 6 x VVW1 figure |Bac) £14820 


Exclusive (Dap) NEW 


£119.51 


2800*- Class 28 Co-Bo Diesel D5700 Full BR Green - modified 

windows. (Hel) (list £125) BARGAIN . . £81 

R3067 Oaas 31 31 2»BR Blue (Railroad Range) (Hor) fist £64^)BAR{iA]N ....£* 

3434 Class 33W) diesel 33033 in Ralfregit Construction Sector tipte grey (Hel) £91 

32-766 Class 37/0 37174 In EWS Domino Headccde (weathered) (Bac) . £1062 
32-7650S Class 37/0 37254 in BR Departmental Crvi Link Dutch Livery 
(Weathered 4 DCC Sound Fitted) (Bac) E263.8 


8993 Class 128 DPU In BR Blue full yellow ends and Midland 

style fronts M55990 (Hel) (list £119.95) BARGAIN . . £52 

9992 Clasa 128 DPU In BR Blue small yellow panels and Midland style 1 rente 


R330O Winston Churchill's Funeral Train Pack Battle of Britain 
class 46-2 34051 "Winston Churchill’ in BR green Late crest, 2 
Pullman coaches 8 SR Baggage car - Ltd Ed (Hor) NEW£222.21 
Diesel locos 

151 3 Cte.es 1 5 ADB96BC03 (Carriage pre-heat unit) it She wood green full yellow 

ends (Hal) £84 

1601 Class 16 North British diesel D8401 BR green smell yellow warning panels. 
Ltd Ed of 750 (general release), (Hel) (list £134.95) ...... BARGAtN . . £72 


32-370 Class 37/4 37405 in DRS Compass Livery (Bac) . £101.96 

32-066 Class 43 North British (NBL) Warship D835 Pegasus' In BR Green Smal 

Yellow Panel (Bac) El 18-96 

32-065 Class 43 North British (NBL) Warship D865 Zealous' in BR Maroon Small 

Yellow Panel (Bac) £118.96 

32-660 Class 45 45036 in BR Blue Sp*t Centre Headcode (Bac) £101 .96 


32-681 Class 45 D108 in BR Groan Split Centre Headcode 

(weathered) (Bac) £110.46 

32-816 Class 47/3 47365 'Diamond Jubilee' in BR Ralifreight Distribution 


1602 Class 16 North British diesel D8404 BR green 
Stratford-style yellow warning panels. Ltd Ed of 750 (general 

release (Hel) (list £134.95) BARGAIN . . .£i 

1604 'Class 16 North British diesel DS409 BR green grey rod. Gloss finish. Ltd 

Ed oi 750 (general release) (Hell (set £134.9® bargah e 

171 6 Class 1 7 D8523 in blue full yellow ends (Hel) .. £ 

1720 Class 17 D8594 In green small yellow parrels (Hal) £ 


31-256DC Class 251 Blue Pullman 6-car Midland Bet in Nankin* 
blus ftil yellow ends. DCC Fitted (Bac) (list £349.95)0 ARGAIN I 

8752 Parik Hoyal Railbus M79971 r BR green speed whiskers (Hal) 

8704 Railbus WAM E79962 In green large yellow panel - weathered. (Her) 
(list £129.95) BARGAIN .... 

EMUs 


32-817 Class 47/7 47745 Royal London Society For Tbs Blind 1 
In RES Red & Grey (Bee) (list £114.95} BARGAIN . . £72 


4D-Q06-0Q4 Class 73/0 electro-diesel £6003 in BR green lower 
grey panels fDap) £119.51 


32-045 Class 20 20116 "Sattbum-by-the-Sea" In BR Railfreight 

Red Stripe (Bsc).,.. .£93.46 

3M44 Class 20 DKSShBR Green lndcakx Discs STabtat Catcher (Bac) ... £33.46 


ends (Hor) (list £130-25) . 


32-815 Class 47/8 47834 'Fire Fly' BR Intercity Swallow 

Live™ (Bac) (list £114.95) BARGAIN . . £78 

32*532 Class 55 55007 'Pinza' in BR Blue Finsbury Park White Gab Windows 

* — Emoi 


(weathered) (Bac). 


(list £1 29.95) . 


40-006-005 Class 73/1 electro-diesel E6039 in early blue with 
*- * J Harrow logo (Dap) NEW. £119.51 

• in BR Brunswick green (as per 196210 


2322 Class 23 Baby Celtic D5906 green headcode discs and no 
frost grilles (Hel) (list £129.95) BARGAIN . . .£59 


1965) (Hel) (list £129.95) 


32-331 Class 25/1 25043 in BR Green Full Yellow Ends 


OLIV003 Class 73 141 “Charlotte" In First GBRf Livery - Olivias 
Exclusive (Dap) NEW £140 


Z727 Class 27 5363 in blue full yellow ends (Hel) NEW £94 

2713 Class 27 5370 fei green full yellow ends (no toller tanks) (Hel) MEW . . £94 


4011- English Electric DP2 prototype In BR two-tone green (as per 
1965 until withdrawal ki 1967) (Hel) (1st £129.95) BARGAIN. . ..£70 


KEY: Bac = Bachmann UK, Bas = Base Toys, Cor = Corgi, Dap = Dapol, Gra = Graham Farish, Hel = Heljan, Hor = Hornby, Oxf = Oxford Diecast, 


All items in stock when advert created. Prices valid until 17/02/16. Errors excepted. 



Sign up to our weekly newsletter at e 




i UK P&P £4 PER ORDER 


Electronic components 

R821 1 Holing road for all types of steam loco (utilises live rollers) (Hor) 

Spares 


£2 per single diecast item 


4F-046-QQ1 Megafret Twin Pack - weathered + 2 x 45 FI High 
Cube Containers (Dap) NEW.. I 


SL-1Q Metal rail jolners/flshplatas (for code 100 rails Inc 
Homby, Peco & Peco Streamline). For 00, HO & 0 gauge - 
Pack Of 24 (Pec) £2.1 

Man-made scenic structure - railway-related 


31-375 Class 416 2-car EPB EMU In BR blue (Bee) 

(list £124.05) BARGAIN . . £72 

31-267 Class 419 Motor Luggage Van (MLV) In BR blue & grey (Bac) 

(list £10496) .BARG AIM £64 

Track Maintenance vehicles 


weathered (Bac) (list £46.95) 


89121 21.5 metre (90ft) Motorised turntable - real 
Upgraded 89111. For HQ/OO scales. DCC ready 
LK-56 76ft Well type turntable (Pec) . . . . 

Buildings - general 


36-151 Plaaser QWB1Q crane. Self propelled track 
maintenance vehicle (motorised) (Bac) . . ... . . . . . 


£12.95 

. £33,32 
£17.58 


Open Coach. Maroon (Ho^ 


31-577 Windhoff MPV Multi-Purpose master and slave units in 

■Ralltrack' (Bac) (list £146.95) BARGAIN . . £71 

Train sets - analogue 

R1 174 Breakdown Hader Train Sal 0-40 loco. Breakdown Crane and Support 


DCR-21 PIN-Direct Box of 10 21-pln 4-tunction 1.1 Amp direct 

plug decoder beck EMF (Hat) £1 

DCft-2!PIN-Diraci Single (Hal) 

DCR -21 PII4Direc t Box d 5 (Hatl 


(list £119.99) 


44-260 Low Relief Local Garage (Bac) NEW £2 

44-258 Low Relief Office Block (Bac) NEW £3 

Man-made scenic structure - non-railway 

GM381 Roadside Crash Barriers (Gau) NEW ... t 

Track - Code 100 Streamline 


39-0256 BR Mkl SK Second Corridor Blue & Grey 
E25B98 (Bac) NEW 

38- 051 J BR Mkl SO E4Q59 Second Open Maroon (Bac) NEW . . 

39- 05QG BR Mil SO E5057 Second Open Blue 6 Grey (Bac) hE 


£33.11 

..£33.11 


R9284 Percy and the Mail Train Set (Hor) NEW 

R9263 Thomas the Tank Engine Train Set (Hor) 

Train sets - DCC 


SL-1 00 Pack of 25 1 yard (91 .5cm) length of Code 1 00 Wooden- 
sleeper nickel silver flexible track (Pec). £66 

SL-1 ft Single (Ptc) £3 

St-102 1 yard (91 ,5ot) lengh olWde SIwooncretKleeperftoQbie track IPec), . E3 

SL-1 02 Padk of 25 (Pec) £70 

Sl- 99 3 way medum radios point insuHrog (Pec) £25 

SL-90 Double sip nsulfrog (Pk) £31 

SL-E89 Left hand large pwit electrofrog (Pec) £12 

SL-96 Left hand medium point (Pec) E10 

SL-E96 Left hand medum point electrofroci (Pec) £10 

III fff 1 1 1 1 I t-f w f Tl ■ ■ Ill 

SL-E92 Left hand small point electrolrog (Pec) £9.50 

SL-95 Righl hand m«Sum point (Pk) CIO 

SL-E95 Right hand medium point etectrofrog (Pec) £10 

SL-81 Right hand small peril (Pec) E9.50 

SL-E91 Right hand smal point electrafrog (Pk) £9.50 

Track - Code 75 FlneScale Streamline 




tal Sound Set Class m 37418 in BR blue 
as in Far North green & cream (Bac). £255 

Coaches 


R8249 Box ol 6 8-pin 4-function 2-sided 0.5 A (1 A peak) 


FT9293 Thomas and Friends - Annie and Clarabel (Hor) Nl 

Wagons 


DCR-SPIN-Direct Box of 10 6-pln compact direct 4-functlon 
1.1 Amp decoder back EMF (Hat) 1 

DCR-SPIN-Oirect Single (Hal) 

DCR-8PIN-Direct Box ol 5 (Hat) 

DCC accessory decoders 

R8247 DOC accessory decoder (Tor points and motors) (Hor). 

DCC controllers 


39-001 2 x Mkl coaches In 'Works Test Train' In BR blue & 

grey - weathered (Bac). £72.21 

4P-01WM4 57 Ft Starrier Gentler Brake LMS Lhed Maroon 5535 (Dr*) NEW. ... £15 
C102D 57 R Starrier Corridor Brel® LMS Lined Maroon 5535 (Dap) NEW. . . £11 
4P-Q1Q-043 60 Ft Slarier Camdcr Ccrnpostei LMS Lined Maroon 3342 (Dap) NEW £1S 
C101 D 03 R Stonier Ocnitor Ompcete LMS Lined Maroon 3842 (Dap) NEW ... £11 


3&030B Pack oM 100 tonne HHA bogie hopper 

R6742 3 Plank Wagon Mas Turner & Sons' (Hor) NEW. 


, .||Ur 

VM „-c« HO/OO f ''_ ! 


SL-1 00F Peck of 25 1 yard {91 5cm) length of Nickel Silver 
Finescale flexible track (Pec) 

SL-1 OOF Single (Pec) 


• m m mlm ■ » i.i. fj> LLi 

!&£!!! ! IUU 

i ■ i §m f 1 1 1 it t iv 


SL-E196 Finescale left hand medium polnl electrofrog (Pec)£12 

SL-E196 Finescale right hand medum point electraftog (Pec) £12 

Track & Points 

R6C1 Double Straight (Hor) £235 

RS01 Box of 24 (Hor) £49 

R8C72 Left Hand Standard Polnl (Hor) £9 

36403 Long straight track nickel siver (same as R603) (Bad £2.76 

36403 Box of 10 (Bad flirt £34] .BARGAIN . . .£24.60 


R8214 DCC Elite unit digital controller (Hor) 


R6739 3 Plank Wagon 'Port Talbot Steel Co L 
4F051-M5 5 Ptank Twin Pack wynstay Ruatxm & Cefn ktew 
4F-051-046 5 Plank Twin Pack Wynstay Ruabon & Goto k 

Weatherd (Dap) NEW 

4F-C3 1-025 6 Wheel Milk Tank CWS (Dap) NEW 

4F-031-026 6 Wheel Milk Tank CWS Weathered (Dap) NE 
4F-071-130 7 Plank Gresioid Wrexham 224 (Dap) NEW . 
4F-071-131 7 Plank Gresford Wrexham 224 Weathered (C 
R6726A 8R (ex-LMS) Horse Box M42253M in BR crimsor 
R6728 BR (ex-LMS) Horse Box M42387M in BR crimson | 


39-576 BR Hawskworth Auto Trailer Maroon (Bac) 

R4714 BR Mkl Coach Carl dor 2nd Class. Maroon - limits (Hor) NEW 
ran 0 BR Mkl Coach Corridor Brake 2nd Gass, Ctaootaie wd Cream (Ho 
FM707 BR Mkl Coach Corridor Brake 2nd Gass, Crimson ard Cream (Hot) 
R4712 BR Mkl Coach Corridor Composite, BR Green (Ho) NEW. . . . 
R4709BR Mkl Coach Corridor Composite, Choodate and Cream (Hor) 
R4706 BR Mkl Coach Garidor Composite, Crimson and Cream (Hor) 


R8C73 Right Hand Standard Point (Hor). 


Railway publications 


R6726 BR 21 Ton Hopper Wagon (Hor) NEW 

B66830 BR Extra Long OCT Wagon E1359E in BR crimsonrHor) NEW 
38-427 Bulk grain bogie hopper in Traffic Services Limited (Bac) .... 

38427 Pack Of 4 (Bac) (list £238.80) BARGAIN 

38427 Megapack of B (Bac) (1st £479 60) BARGAIN 

R67S0 CAIBPGA Hopper Wagon (Hoi) NEW 

R6727A LMS Horse Box 42442 in LMS red (Her) NEW 

R6727 LMS Horse Box 42489 in LMS rad (Hor) NEW 

FT66S2D LNER Extra Long CCT wagon 1274 in LNER teak (Hoi) NEW 


36-504 EZ Command Dynamls Ultima DCC system (Bac) . .£250.71 

DCC accessories 

S peakerfl ectang I e22x58 22mm x 58mm Rectangular 4 ohm 1,5 watt Bass 
Reflex speaker ■ dips Into Dapoi 00 locos (Hart) NEW £8.20 


RBI S3 Homby 2016 140-page handbook - replaces annual 
catalogue (Hor) NEW .1 


“e^ffAfL^PRESS r33 - 1 ' 


£7 guaranteed Next Day delivery 

(Orders before 2pm) 






Follow us on @ehattons and /hattonsmodelcentre 

























Looking for past products? 

( w>w.ehattons.com/}atestp^wried ) 

229H Bedford TK short Boxva n ■ BR Rail Express Paitds jE^NEW £25 


Train packs 


Coaches 


D DouWe/Twin track power controller (Gau) . 


14017 Bristol FLF Lodekka 'Bristol Omnibus' (EFE) NEW . . £28 


16539 Leytand MOW Atlarrtean -City of Manchester 1 (EFE) new £28 

17707 Leytand National Mkll Cdchgster Transport (EFE) NfcW„ £28 


17511 Leytand National Mil Door ■Hybrid Scottish' (EFE) NEW£28 

OM46507A Wnght Eclipse Gamlri 2, Odalno. 101 Bourne (Cor) 

(iSt £29.99) NEW ~ .BARGAIN £24 


Q Quadruple 4 circuit power controller (Gau) 

Analogue power supplies 

Ml Transformer Otepul 2 x lSv AC 1 A (Gau) 

Analogue point control 

PLS-1 00 SmartSwrlcfi Set lor 4 servo control & operation, switches, o 
& digital readout for Analogue operation (Pec). 

DCC decoders 


DCR-8PIN-HamessMinl Box of 10 B-pin (harness) 2-funcllor 

I.IAmp small & thin decoder back EMF(Hat). . . £99 

DCR-SPIN-HamewMIni Single (Hat) £11 

issMinlSoxofSlHat) £50 

DCC accessory decoders 

DCD-A0S2FX COBALT Solenoid Accessory Decoder (2 Output) (DCC) .... £17 


0M465Q7B Wright Eclipse Gemini 2, Delaine, 102 The 
Deeping® (Cor) (list £29.99) NEW BARGAIN . . .£24 

Cars 


76 VV001 Vauxhall Vectra Rio Verde (Odd) NEW £5 

Commercial vehicles 

76LAN1M019 Land Rover AA (Oxl) NEW £4 


50200 ECoS Command Station D(X control ter fu I colou LCD touch 
screen & dual controiers motorised dais & easy CV (ESLI) . , . 


76SCA04LL Scania R Series Topline low loader 
"McFadyens" (Oxf) NEW 


DCC02 Prodigy " 
package (Gau). . 


a 2“ starter DCC controller 


..£215 


V 

76SHL10WF Stobart - Graham Lee (Oxf) NEW £18 

O Gauge (1 :43 Scale) 

T>iesel locos 


diesel in Loadhaul (Supplied un-numbered 
separate watersllde numbers, sector emblems and, a selection 
of nameplates.) (Hel) £499 

Wagons 

7F-080017 s Plank Derbyshire Carriage 1 945 (Dap) new £37 

7F-080-Q17W 0 Plank Derbyshire Carnage 1945 Weathered (Dap) NEW . . , £37 

7F-O8CH018 0 Plank Siewart & Lloyds 6309 (Dap) MEW £37 

7F-08CKHSW 0 Plank Siewart & Lloyds 6309 Weathered (Dap) MEW £37 

4375 BR black 06983021 ■ Dogfish (Hel) £79 

Cars 

VA13207A Vauxhal Astra Mk2 GTE 16V, Arctic White, Vauxhall Heritage 
Centre', RHD (UK) (Cor) (lot £19.98) NEW BARGAIN £16 

Any or Multiple Scales 

Analogue controllers 


DCD-AEC Cobalt Alpha Central Integrated 12 Way Digital 

Switch (DCC) NEW £130 

DCO-OSB Cobalt Alpha Switch D Set Digital Devices (12 x Blue) (DCC) NEWE34 
DCDOSG Cdtat Atohe Switch D Set Dg&Devkss (12 x Green) IDCC) NEW, . . .04 
DGO-DSB Cobalt Alpha Switch D Sat Digital Devices (12 x Red) (DCC) NEW £34 
DCP SFH Cobalt Solder-Free Connectors (3) (DCC) MEW £12 B5 

N Gauge 

Steam locos 


COMBI Combi 12v lAmp Single Track Controller 
Transformer (Gau) .£30 

DS Double power controller brake simulator (Gau) £119 


ad (Dap) N 
D Green (C 


£10.35 

£1125 


2P4H84J31 20T Steel Mineral 
2F-Q384132 2}T Sleet Mineral BR B31 5752 We 
374-083A BR Mkl BCK Brake Cciridar Composite (SR) Green (Gra) NEW , £24.61 
374081 A BR Mkl BCK Brake Corridor Carpasne^^ A Cream (Gra) NEW ,£BU1 

in nr M “ 


370- 500 Cumbrian Mountain Express Train Pack Coronation Class 
46229 “Duchess of Hamlton” In BR maroon late crest, 3 x Mkl 

n Nuef^ey & Scenecraft “Afe GilF 1 Signal box (Gra) . £131 .71 

37tHOO Landship TrainTrsii Pack Gass 4F 3848 ri MKfend Railway black. 3 * 
tso^e bolster wagons in olh* green & 3 x Mkl tanks under tarpaulins (Gra) ... £89,21 

Diesel locos 

371- 021 A Class 08 Shunter D37B5 In BR Green Late Crest (Gra) £78.46 


374-087 BR Mkl 
NEW 




20-021-003 Claes 156 156403 Central Trains Express 


Livery (Dap) NEW. 

20-0044)02 Class 5 


56 diesel loco 56001 in Railfreighl triple grey construction 

NEW £113.86 

204)044)020 Class 56 diesel boo 56001 in Raireight triple grey construction 

sector. DCC Fitted (Dap) NEW £134.70 

2D-004-000 Class 56 desel boo 56003 in Lcediad black & cram (Ek*)) NEW £113.80 
204)044)000 Class 56 deed toco 56003 in Loadhaul black & orange. DCC 
Fitted (Dap) NEW £134,70 


3744)1 X BR Mkl SO Second Open 
374-010D BR Mkl SO Second Open Crimst 


ywiS BR Mlct SO Second Open Intercity |Gri| NEW„ £34.6 


2D-004-004 Class 56 diesel loco 56016 In Railfrelght triple grey 

coal sector (Dap) NEW £113.80 

204)044)040 Class 56 diesel toco 56016 in Ralheight triple grey coal sector. 

DCC Fitted (Dap) NEW £134,76 

2WXH4501 Class 56 cfesel boo 9601 9 in FbltrelgN red stripe (Dap) MEW... £11380 
20 - 004 - 001 D Class 66 tfcsd toco 56019 to Ralteight red sin*. DCC 

Fitted (Dap) NEW £134.70 

20-0044)03 Class 56 <*e«al lOCO 56022 in BR Hue (Dap) NEW £1 13-BO 

2D4XM-O03D Class 96 rfesd loot) 50022 to BH blue. MC Fitted (DspJNEW. . £134,70 
371-635 Gass 70 PowerHaul 700Q6 Fra^tlfier (Gra) (lst£l 1 9J96)BARGAIN. . £8250 

Electric locos 

371-802 Gass 91 etedric 91201 ‘Archbishop Thomas Cranmeri DVT 
GNER (Gra) (list £1 14.40) BARGAIN £49 

HSTs 

20-019-002 Class 43 HST Book Sel in First Great Western purple - 43177, 
43165A two Mk 3 coaches (Dap) £135 


3744)1 2D BR Mkl SO Second Open Maroon (Gra) NEW . £24.61 

Wagons 

373-776E 45 Tonna giw TTA Tank Wagon ‘ESSO 1 (Gra) NEW £1 3.58 

373-779 45 Tome giw TTA Tank Wagon 'Id Methanol’ (Gra) NEW. .... .£13.56 

2F-013-Q25 Gunpowder Van SR Improvised 59065 (Dap) NEW £8 

2F-013-Q26 Gunpowder Van $R Improvised 59065 Weathered (Dap) NEW . . £9 


DCD-ADS8FX COBALT Solenoid Accessory Decoder (8 
Output) (DCC) £56 

DCC controllers 

DCP-AUX Cobalt Alpha Box Ur* (DCq NEW £105 

DCD-AEU Cobalt Alpha Main Unit (DCC) NEW £52 


(NEW ) 


HST Book Set In Intercity Executive - 
W43126. W43125 & two Mk 3 coaches (Dap) £135 


20-0194)04 Class 43 HST Book Set In Intercity Swallow - 43075, 
43106 & two Mk 3 coaches (Dap) £135 

DMUs 

204)094)00 Class 121 single car DMU ‘Bubble ear 1 W55022 In BR green small 

velow warning panel (Dap) £90 

2D-0094KJ1 Class 121 siigle car DMU 'Bubble car 1 W55027 in BR green speed 
whiskers (Dap) £9 0 


DCC01 Prodigy Express Package, Can be extended the DCC13 
Walkaround or DCC51 Wireless (Gau) £124 

DCC accessories 
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( BARGAIN ) 


Triple Pack 45 Ton giw TTA Tank Wagon Weed Killing 
Train (Gra) NEW £40.76 

DCC decoders 

DCC23 6-pin 2-1u ration i A (2A peak) decoder (suitable tor N gauge) (Gau) . £24 


35-558A 6-pin 2-functlon decoder (suitable for 00 & N gauge 
locos and use on analogue track) (Bac) £15.26 

Accessories 

GM5t Wheel Cleaning Brush (Gau) NEW £14.50 

Spares 

SL-310 Rail Jo'ners/Fshplates for N A 009 gauge (24 per pack) (Pas) £2 

Man-made scenic structure - non-railway 

GM396 Roadside Crash Banters (Gau) NEW £550 

Track - Code 8€ Setrack 

ST-1 1 Double straight track fee) El .50 

ST-6 Selrack left hand point insulfrag (Pec). . . . , , £8, 


371-558 Class 156 2 Car DMU 158871 ScotRail (Gra) 

(list £144.95) BARGAIN . . .£89 


C BARGAIN 


J 


ST-5 Setrack right hand point insulfrog (Pec) 

ST-300 Starter Track Set (Pec) 

Track - Code 80 Streamline 


.£8.50 

....£44 


371-741 A Class 251 Blue Pullman 6 car Midland set In Nanking 
blue full yellow ends. (Gra) (list £269.95} .... BARGAIN . .£171 

EMUS 

371-702 Pass 35011 Desire 4 Car EMU 350 101 to louden Midland (Gra) 

(list £169.95).., BARGAIN . , . £99 

371-701 Class 35EV2 Desire 4-car EMU 350 238 In London Midland (Gra) 

(list £169.85) .BARGAIN £99 

3724577 Ctass 41 1 4 CEP 4 car EMU in BR Hue & gray (Gra) £137.02 

Train sets - DCC 

H Countryside Coal 


SL-300 Pack of 25 1 yard (91.5cm) length of Wooden-Sleeper 
Nickel Silver Flexible track (Pec) £64 

SL-300 Single (Pec) £3 

SL-E396 Left hand medltxn point aledrolreg (Pec) £9 

SL-395 Right hand mediun petit insdlrcg fee) £9 

Commercial vehicles 


372-625 Class 2MT hratf 2-64) 46521 In BR lined green late 
crest (Gra) £93.46 


JR Blue. 
£14021 
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PLATFORM 5 MAIL ORDER 


24 HOUR ORDERIINES: TEL 0114-255-8000 FAX 0114-255-2471 



HOW TO ORDER 


24-Hour: 0114 255 8000 
or Fax: 0114 255 2471 


Or send your credit/debit card details, ster- 
ling cheque or British postal order payable to 
Platform 5 Publishing Ltd. to: 


Mall Order Department MU 

Platform 5 Publishing Ltd, 

52 Broadfield Road, SHEFFIELD, S8 OXJ 


Postage & Packing: Please add 10% (UK); 
20% (Europe): 30% (Rest of World). Please 
allow 28 days for delivery in the UK. 


A new full colour atlas of tramways in Britain and Ireland. Includes a colour 
map of each system showing tramway lines and other features such as rivers, 
railways and canals. Also includes a table of key information such as city 
population, route length, track gauge and contact information for operators. 

A short description of each tram system is also included, plus entries for 
underground systems (including London) and metro systems in Britain and 
Ireland. Well illustrated. German and English text. 160 pages. 


£17.95 

THE GREAT INDIAN RAILWAY ATLAS 3RD 
EDITION 


SamltRoychoudhiinf 

An updated and enlarged edition of this excellent atlas of India's railways in 
1:1,000,000 scale. Includes 96 map pages, showing all broad, metre and narrow 
gauge lines and stations. Also shows sidings, locomotive depots, goods yards, 
container terminals and other places of interest. Shows electrified lines and 
lines under construction. Also includes enlargement maps of key cities and a 
complete stations index. 128 pages. 


£24.99 


The 2016 Platform 5 Pocket Books contain a complete listing of all 
vehicles in service on Britain’s mainline railways. Including: 


• Overview of Britain's 
Railway System 

• Multiple Unit Formations 

• Classification and 
Numbering Schemes 


Depot Allocations and Locations 
Owner and Operator Information 
Named Vehicles 
Livery Details 
Technical Specifications 


The definitive guides to rolling stock on Britain’s Railways. Widely used as a source of 
reference throughout the railway industry for over 30 years. 

British Railways Pocket Book No.l: 

Locomotives £5.20 

British Railways Pocket Book No.2: 

Coaching Stock £5.20 

British Railways Pocket Book No.3: 

DMUs, Light Rail Systems & On-Track Machines £5.20 

British Railways Pocket Book No.4: 

Electric Multiple Units £5.20 


TRAM ATLAS BRITAIN & IRELAND 
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RAILTOURS 


Freightliner Class 66/5 stands in on charter 

Rare passenger outing for Freightliner machine following failure of rostered DB Schenker Class 67. 


AN ISSUE with wheelflats on 
No. 67006, which has worked the ‘York 
& Durham Noel Explorer’ from Taunton 
to Newcastle on December 5, saw 
Freightliner’s No. 66515 hired by 
DB Schenker to haul the return leg of 
the Pathfinder charter, as there were no 
other spare DB locos available in 
the area. 

The failure of the ‘67’ caused the 
departure from Newcastle to be delayed 
by more than an hour and, as a result, it 
was expected that the tour would have 
to terminate at Bristol, with passengers 


for destinations south thereof returning 
by bus. However, good regulation in the 
Midlands saw more than 40 minutes 
made up, meaning the train was able to 
run through to Taunton. 

FIRST SINCE 2009 

The appearance of No. 66515 was the 
first railtour working by a Freightliner 
Class 66 for a number of years. 

The previous example was on 
January 24, 2009, when No. 66596 
traversed a number of lines in the North 
West with No. 66007 on the ‘Mersey 


Mancunian’ mini-tour from Manchester. 

In the years leading up to that, 
several members of the Freightliner fleet 
had been used on charters, and they 
were also regular attendees at galas 
until 2003. More than 50 examples are 
known to have hauled passenger trains 
at some point. 

Just a few days after No. 66515’s 
debut passenger working, a particularly 
sought-after DB Schenker example, 

No. 66088, put in an appearance with 
No. 66023 on UK Railtours’ ‘Swaythling 
Bands’ tour, which ran from Victoria to 


Fawley on December 8. The loco’s only 
previous passenger working had been 
back in June 2003, when it was used 
on a leg of a four-day Hertfordshire Rail 
Tours dining excursion - not the sort of 
tour haulage fans would be on! 

REPEAT APPEARANCE 

The same two DBS ‘66s’ also worked 
the ‘Fifth Continent’ tour the next day 
- although, being a circular tour, only 
No. 66088 provided power on the tour 
itself, No. 66023 being confined to 
empty stock movements. 3 


CLASS 59: LAST CHARTER TRAIN 
APPEARANCES 


Number 

Owner 

Date 

Details 

59001 

Al 

11.02.12 

Angel of Bedlam (UKR) 

59002 

Al 

13.09.03* 

Mendip Branch Explorer (PT) 

59003 

GBRf 

28.08.95* 

Crewe Excursioner (PT) 

59004 

Al 

11.06.05 

Mendip Quarryman (HRT) 

59005 

Al 

13.09.08 

Chest er Explorer (PT) 

59101 

HA 

28.05.01 

Cornish Quarryman (PT) 

59102 

HA 

22.06.08 

Merehead Open Day special (PT) 

59103 

HA 

08.05.04* 

West Somerset Gala tour (HRT) 

59104 

HA 

13.09.08 

Chester Explorer (PT) 

59201 

DBS 

13.12.08 

Lancs Lines (PT) 

59202 

DBS 

05.06.10 

Powys Chugger (PT) 

59203 

DBS 

17.08.11 

Bath Spa Express (TE) 

59204 

DBS 

11.02.12 

Angel of Bedlam (UKR) 

59205 

DBS 

17.01.15 

Mendip Maurauder (PT) 

59206 

DBS 

13.06.09* 

Thames Towy (UKR) 


Owner codes: Al - Aggregate Industries (formerly Foster Yeoman), DBS - DB 
Schenker, GBRf - GB Railfreight, HA - Hanson 

Promoter codes: HRT - Hertfordshire Rail Tours, PT - Pathfinder Tours, TE - 
Torbay Express, UKR - UK Railtours. 


Event cancelled 
after behaviour 
issues on tour 

ANTISOCIAL behaviour by a small 
number of youthful participants on 
board Pathfinder’s ‘Jolly Marketeer’ 
tour to Chichester on November 28 
resulted in DRS cancelling a tour from 
Swindon to Scarborough two weeks 
later. 

The TOC expressed concern after 
several individuals on board were 
seen to be hanging out of Standard 
Class carriage doors arm waving, 
despite requests from train crew and 
stewards not to do so, and ignoring 
advice in the tour booklet. 

Pathfinder says that such 
behaviour will not be tolerated and 
that, if necessary, anyone behaving in 
this manner will be ejected from the 
train at the first available opportunity 
and will be banned from travelling on 
future charters with the firm. Indeed, 
the identity of those involved will 
be made known to other operators 
to effect a nationwide ban. This has 
already been done with the November 
28 offenders. 

FUTURE CHANGES 

Discussions are now taking place 
with Riviera Trains (as rolling stock 
owner), DRS and other charter 
TOCs with regard to the future 
management and stewarding of 
tours to create an updated set of 
stewarding guidelines. 

It is now likely that the actions 
of a small minority of individuals will 
result in a tightening up of measures 
- which hopefully will stop short of 
fitting window bars (as occurred in 
the 1990s), but may lead, for 
example, to no congregating by 
the door windows, which will have 
to be in the raised position while 
the train is moving. 

One thing is clear, the behaviour 
seen on November 28 is not 
acceptable on the 21st century 
railway, where we are still privileged 
to be able to travel on the main line 
in Mk.l carriages behind classic 
traction. 


Class 59s in 
the spotlight 

TO MARK the 30th anniversary of their 
introduction, Class 59s are due to 
appear on two charter trains in the next 
few months. 

The first, on February 20, is a 
traditional railtour to Whatley and 
Merehead, and is expected to feature 
two examples from the Mendip Rail 
Class 59/0 fleet as well as a DB 
Schenker Class 59/2 and possibly a 
Mendip Rail Class 08. The second tour 
is a British Pullman outing from Victoria 
to Minehead on May 14, which is being 
promoted by UK Railtours. 

PAST WORKINGS 

The accompanying table provides 
details of the most recent charter train 
operated by each member of the class. 

Dates marked * indicate the loco 
has operated passenger trains more 
recently at galas on the West Somerset 
Railway. 

Clearly, the rarest example in recent 


years is one from the sub-class which 
has not been advertised to work either 
of the forthcoming tours: No. 59101 
Village of Whatley has not undertaken a 


passenger working for almost 15 years. 
Prior to its last appearance, it had been 
used at the Severn Valley Railway in 
1992 and a further charter in 1995. 



OLD SARUM ‘THUMPER’: Hastings DEMU No. 1001, powered by Class 202 power cars Nos. 60116 Mountfield & 60118 
Tunbridge Wells, is pictured at Salisbury on December 5 with Hastings Diesels’ ‘Salisbury Star 2’, the 1Z84/07.36 from Hastings. 

Mark Few 
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'SHED' UNDER THE TRAINSHED: DBS Type 5 ‘Shed’ No. 66067 stands at Beverley in the East Riding of Yorkshire on December 19 with 
the 1Z65/16.23 return charter to King's Cross. The trip was organised by UK railtours, with visits to Scunthorpe Steelworks and the Christmas 
Carol Concert at Beverley Minster as tour options. Classmate No. 66097 was on the other end. The station is one of many designed by architect 
GT Andrews for the York & North Midland Railway, but only here and nearby Filey retain the original roof. Andy Mason 
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IN BRIEF 


NOT JUST IN THE UK... 

THERE have been a number of 
occasions over the years where the 
advertised motive power on tours 
has failed to materialise, leading to 
disappointment for participants. This 
doesn’t just happen in the UK - in 
Germany on December 5, ‘Warship’ 


No. V200 033 (which the Western 
Region Class 42/43 ‘Warships’ were 
descendants of) was unable to operate 
a booked tour as planned due to boiler 
problems, and another vintage diesel 
belonging to a private operator was 
substituted. 

Fortunately, the issues were 


rectified and the loco was able to work 
its next booked tour a week later. 

PINES EXPRESS REVISITED 

UK Railtours has teamed up with GB 
Railfreight to run a ‘Pines Express’ tour 
taking in the route from Manchester 
to Bournemouth on April 30. The 


triangular tour starts at Euston and 
should feature a Class 86 (expected 
to be either No. 86101 Sir William A 
Stanier FRS or No. 86401 Moris Meg ) 
to Manchester Piccadilly, where a 
Class 66 will take over for the run to 
Bournemouth. A pair of Class 73s will 
then return the train to Waterloo. 


FORTHCOMING TOURS FOR FEBRUARY 


Date 

Tour Name 

From-To 

Motive Power Promoter 

5 

Murder Mystery Lunch 

Victoria circular 

Unspecified (DBS) BBP 

6 

6 

Golden Age of Travel by Steam 

Victoria circular 

Steam: 60163 BBP 

Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express 

Euston-Carlisle 

86259 (LR), Steam: 46115 or 46233 RTC 

North Wales Coast Express 

Carnforth-Holyhead 

Unspecified, Steam: 46100 RTC 

7 

Brunch 

Victoria circular 

Unspecified (DBS) BBP 

7 

Afternoon Tea 

Victoria circular 

Unspecified (DBS) BBP 

7 

Third Rail Centenary Tracker 

Hooton-Birkenhead/Southport 

Class 508x2 (ME) BLS 

7 

Flying Pig 

Waterloo-Weymouth 

Class 442 (SN) UKR 

12 

Valentine’s Day Lunch 

Leeds/York circular 

Unspecified (DRS) BNB 

13 

The Dinner 

Victoria circular 

Unspecified (DBS) BBP 

13 

Valentine’s Day Lunch 

Manchester/Liverpool circular 

Unspecified (DRS) BNB 

13 

Valentine White Rose 

King’s Cross- York 

Steam: 60009 or 70000 RTC 

13 

Valentine’s Express 

Tyseley-East Mids circular 

Steam: 4965 VT 

14 

Red Rose 

Paddington-Worcester 

Steam: 60163 A1SLT/UKR 

14 

Valentine’s Day Lunch 

Victoria circular 

Unspecified (DBS) BBP 

14 

Valentine’s Day Lunch 

Birmingham/Coventry circular 

Unspecified (DRS) BNB 

14 

Tin Bath 

Preston-Sheffield 

Steam: 44871+45407 RTC 

17 

Pendle Dalesman 

Coventry-Carlisle 

Unspecified (WCRC) WCRC 

20 

Historic Bath 

Victoria-Bath 

Unspecified (DBS) BBP 

20 

Fifty-Niner 

Banbury-Whatley/Merehead 

Class 59/0x2, 59/2, possible 08 PT 

20 

Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express 

Euston-Carlisle 

86259 (LR), Steam: 46100/115 or 46233 RTC 

27 

Murder Mystery Lunch 

Victoria circular 

Unspecified (DBS) BBP 

27 

Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express 

Euston-Carlisle 

86259 (LR), Steam: 46100/115 or 46233 RTC 

27 

Snow on Settle-Carlisle? 

Peterborough-Carlisle 

Unspecified (WCRC) WCRC 


Promoter Codes: 

A1SLT - A1 Steam Loco Trust, BBP - Belmond British Pullman, BLS - Branch Line Society, BNB - Belmond Northern Belle, PT - Pathfinder Tours, RTC - Railway Touring 
Company, UKR - UK Railtours, VT - Vintage Trains, WCRC - West Coast Railways. 
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PRESERVATION 


Runners in preservation: the 2016 list 



Class 31 No. 5518 (31101) was one of 18 preserved diesel locos that returned to traffic in 2015. It is one of two Class 31s based 
at the Avon Valley Railway (along with No. 31130), and in the lead up to Christmas was used on the line’s ‘Santa Specials’, 
top-and-tailed with a steam loco. On December 23, it is pictured heading towards Avon Riverside with the 10.30 Bitton-Bitton via 
Oldland Common and Avon Riverside. John Stretton 


Our annual survey of 
operational ex-BR 
main line diesels 

SINCE the review of working diesels in 
preservation a year ago, some 18 locos 
have returned to traffic, although one 
of those - No. 37057 - has since left 
preservation for the time being and is 
now part of the Colas fleet. A similar 
number of locos have been stopped for 
a variety of reasons or are no longer 
considered to be preserved. 

In addition to No. 37057, a 
further two locos - Nos. 20205 and 
56006 - made their debut outings 
in preservation during 2015, the 
‘Chopper’ immediately departing the 
Midland Railway-Butterley on a hire 
contract, based at Ripple Lane. 

A further 15 locos (Nos. D1015, 
D5185/25035, 5518/31101, 
6940/37240, 25057, 26007, 

33201/02, 37025, 37418, 45060, 
47765, 47798, 50031, 50042) 
returned to traffic after periods 
undergoing attention/restoration. Of 
these, No. 37025 Inverness TMD has 
recently gained main line certification 
(see separate story). 

Also now operational is 
No. 73130 at Finmere, Oxfordshire. 

The ‘ED’, retaining its Scharfenburg 
coupling from its Eurostar days, would 
be a major attraction if it were to 
attend a diesel gala. 

OUT OF ACTION 

Of the locos taken out of use in 2015, 
several are receiving repairs and 
should return to traffic in due course. 

Two ‘Deities’ - Nos. D9016 Gordon 
Highlander and 55002 The King's 
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry - are 
undergoing bodywork attention at 
Boden Rail and Shildon respectively, 
and the latter should be completed 
before the end of March. Also at 
Boden Rail for attention is Class 47 
No. D1705 Sparrowhawk, normally 


resident at the Great Central Railway. 

Three ‘Cromptons’ have been 
stopped, but progress is being made 
on returning all three to service. 

Nos. D6501 (33002) and 33035 are 
both receiving generator repairs, while 
No. D6515 (33012) Lt Jenny Lewis RN 
is at Burton for remedial attention to 
its wheelsets. No. 33053 is having 
bodywork repairs carried out, as is 
KWVR ‘Rat’ No. 25059. 

No. 37250 was stopped with 
leaking cylinder liners, while ‘Peak’ 

No. D8 (44008) Penyghent is out of 
action for overhaul, having been taken 
out of service in May. This means there 
are currently no operational examples 
of Classes 44 or 46. Class 14 
No. D9525 is also out of use at 
Peak Rail, while Derby City Council’s 
No. 25321 has also been laid up at 
Butterley. 

Three Class 31s stopped during 


the year were Nos. 31414/D5814 at 
Ecclesbourne, which has since been 
sold; Nos. 5580 (31162) and 31108 at 
Butterley for engine/bodywork repairs, 
respectively; and No. D5600 (31435), 
laid up at the Embsay & Bolton Abbey 
Railway. Another Embsay resident - 
‘Teddy Bear’ No. D9513 - was taken 
out of service after developing a 
bearing fault. 

2016 RETURNEES? 

Twelve months ago, Rail Express 
suggested 13 locos which were 
candidates for a return to service 
in 2015. Seven of these appeared 
during the course of the year, and the 
other six (Nos. D212/40012 Aureol, 
D5054/24054, D6948/37248, D7018, 


D9551, and 50049 Defiance ) may well 
now return in 2016 - indeed, Class 
37 No. D6948 is booked to return to 
service on March 19. 

Other locos that should appear 
during the year, all of which are in the 
final stages of repair or restoration, 
include Nos. D182 (46045), D213 
(40013) Andania, D335 (40135), D5627 
(31203), D9523, 25059, 37009/190 
and 45132. Of these, No. 37190 
returned to Butterley on December 
22 following repairs by Boden Rail at 
Washwood Heath. 

The accompanying table provides 
details of all operational diesels and 
electro-diesels from Class 14 upwards. 
Locos stopped for minor/short-term 
repairs are also included in this list. 0 

r 


OPERATIONAL PRESERVED DIESELS 
(CLASS 14 UPWARDS) 



Due to return to traffic in March is Class 37 No. D6948 (37248), pictured looking 
immaculate in the shed at Toddington, Gloucestershire-Warwickshire Railway, on 
December 29. John Pearson 


Class 14: D9504/16/20/21/26/29/31/37/39/55, 14901. 

Class 17: D8568. 

Class 20: D8020/59, D8137, 20031/48/98, 20205/14/27. 

Class 24: 5081. 

Class 25: D5185, D5217, D7535, D7612/28/29, 25057. 

Class 26: D5310/14, 26007/38/43. 

Class 27: D5401, 27024/50. 

Class 31: D5631, D5830, 5518, 31130, 31206/55/71/89, 31327, 31438/66, 
31530. 

Class 33: D6575, 6535, 33021/63, 33102/09/10, 33201/02. 

Class 35: D7017/76. 

Class 37: D6732, 6940/75, 37025/29/75, 37109/42, 37215/64/94, 37418, 
37674. 

Class 40: 345,40106. 

Class 41: 41001. 

Class 42: D832. 

Class 45: D123, 45041/60, 45108/33/49. 

Class 47: D1661, 47192, 47205/92, 47367/76, 47401, 47579/80/96, 47635/43, 
47712/65/73/98. 

Class 50: 50015/27/35/42. 

Class 52: D1015/62. 

Class 55: D9009, 55019/22. 

Class 56: 56006/97,56301. 

Class 73: E6003/36, 73001, 73110/18/29/30, 73210. 
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IN BRIEF 


BRIGHTON BELLE PROGRESS 

ON November 16, Brighton Belle car 
No. 282 Doris was moved from the 
Bluebell Railway to Barrow Hill to be 
prepared for main line use as part of 
the ‘Brighton Belle’ project. It was 
acquired for the project back in 2011, 
when the railway received former 
Golden Arrow car No. S307S as a 
replacement. It is hoped that the 
unit will undergo proving trials in 
April/May 2016, and enter service 
later in the year. 

G-WR DEPARTURES 

THE planned departures of Nos. 03069 
and D9553 from the Gloucestershire- 
Warwickshire Railway took place 
during December. The Class 03, which 
is mid-way through an overhaul, 
was taken to the Vale of Berkeley 
Railway’s workshops at Sharpness 
(Gloucestershire) on December 7, while 
the ‘Teddy Bear’ arrived on January 6 
via a spell at Wishaw (Warwickshire). 

‘COR’ CAR MOVES 
TO WISHAW FOR STORE 

HAVING been given advice that 
the vehicle could no longer be 
accommodated at the Bluebell Railway, 
4-COR driving motor car (DMBTO) 

No. 11201 has been taken to 
Moveright International’s Wishaw site 
for storage. Now covered in a tarpaulin, 
it had been on display at Horsted 
Keynes for almost 10 years. 

ANOTHER ‘GOYLE’ 

JOINS A1A FLEET 

PUT up for sale during November, 
the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway’s 
No. 31414 has been sold and has 
become part of the A1A Locomotives 
fleet. A1A already owns Nos. 5580 
(31162) and 31108/418 at Butterley 
(where a shed has recently been built), 
and No. 31271 Stratford 1840-2001 at 
the Nene Valley Railway. 

125 GROUP MK.3 COACHES 
GO FOR REPAINTING 

THE three Mk.3 coaches owned by the 
125 Group/Valenta Diesels have been 
moved to Kilmarnock for repainting 
by Wabtec Rail Scotland. The coaches 
were collected by Nos. 56098/301 on 
December 11 and moved north on the 
5Z56/09.08 Hotchley Hill-Kilmarnock. 

4-VEP REPAIRS COMPLETED 

BODYWORK corrosion repairs and 
repainting of the Bluebell Railway’s 
4-VEP No. 3417 has been completed at 
Bombardier, Ilford. The unit departed 
as the 5023/21.47 Ilford-Strawberry 
Hill on December 22, sandwiched 
between Nos. 73965 and 73962. 

SANDWELL ‘27’ ARRIVES 
AT BARROW HILL 

CONTINUED problems in gaining road 
access to UK Rail Leasing’s Leicester 
depot have resulted in No. D5410 being 
moved to Barrow Hill after a short 
spell at Heanor’s yard at Langley Mill, 
Derbyshire. 



CLASS 58 TRANSFERRED TO LEICESTER: With the loco having undergone work to make it fit for movement over the 
past few months, the Class 58 Locomotive Group’s No. 58016 departed Barrow Hill for UK Rail Leasing’s depot on December 15, 
sandwiched between Nos. 56098 and 56301, running as 0Z57/13.50 Barrow Hill-Leicester. The loco is pictured at Leicester the 
following day with the two transfer ‘Grids’. The three Class 37s visible are (from left) Nos. 37905, 37884 and 37906. Martin Turner 


Large logo Class 37 gains 
main line certificate 


THE Scottish Thirty-Seven Group’s 
No. 37025 Inverness TMD was certified 
for main line running on December 18, 
after a delay of several months. 

The English Electric Type 3, based 
at the Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway, was 
originally expected to return to use on 
Network Rail metals back in May, but 


issues with various items - including the 
TPWS equipment - caused delays. 

The loco has yet to venture out onto 
the main line, but is expected to appear 
on a number of SRPS charters during the 
course of the year. 

The overhaul of SRPS-owned 
No. 37403 at Bo’ness is virtually 


complete and it is due to be moved to 
RVEL, Derby for repainting, prior to going 
on hire to Direct Rail Services. 

Another SRPS loco - No. 27005 - 
has been moved out of the museum at 
Bo’ness, where it has been on display 
since 2002, and progress is now being 
made on returning it to service. 



GWR RAILCAR GOES ON DISPLAY AT NRM: A new exhibit at the National Railway Museum is former GWR railcar No. 4, 
which has arrived on loan from Steam - Museum of the Great Western Railway, at Swindon. The loan is to enable the Swindon site to 
accommodate two of the NRM’s steam locos for the Swindon 175 event in 2016. The railcar is pictured on the turntable in York on 
December 16. Paul Bickerdyke 
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PRESERVATION 



LONGEST-PRESERVED ‘4 7’ SEES ACTION: Type 4 No. 47192, which was preserved back in 1988 and last saw any reasonable use in 2008, was in action at the 
Weardale Railway in the run up to Christmas. It is pictured paired with classmate No. 47712 at the rear of a ‘Polar Express’ trip on December 23, which was being hauled towards 
Wolsingham by green-liveried Type 2 No. 31452. Andrew Wilkinson 


‘Whistler’ to visit 


Washwood Heath 


DIESEL DIARY 


r 


‘Crompton’, ‘Deltic’ and ‘Peak’ for SVR gala 

THE Severn Valley Railway has announced details of three visiting engines that 
should be attending its diesel gala, which this year takes place in May. The 
Pioneer Diesel Loco Group will be supplying Nos. 33035 and 45060 Sherwood 
Forester, while ‘Deltic’ No. D9002 The King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry will be 
appearing in two-tone green livery, following its display at the ‘Stunts, Speed 
and Style’ event at the NRM from March 25 to May 8. The ‘Deltic’ will also be 
used on a series of driver experience courses during its visit. 


WORK on returning No. D335 (40135) 
to traffic, which has included the 
overhaul of the auxiliary generator, 
work on the control cubicle, and fitting 
of new coolant hoses, is nearing 
completion and the loco is expected 
to move to Washwood Heath for 
bodywork attention in the near future. 

The CFPS hopes to have the loco 
back in service during the spring, 
and also plans to have the loco’s 


steam-heat boiler back in action in 
time for next winter. 

Consideration is also being given 
to reactivating the steam heat boiler 
on newly-acquired No. 40106 Atlantic 
Conveyor, which is due to move 
from Bo’ness to the East Lancashire 
Railway in the next few months. 

The loco’s boiler was last used 
when the loco was based at the 
Nene Valley Railway. 


Diesel Galas 

February 20-21: East Lancashire 
Railway 

March 5-6: Ribble Railway 
March 19-20: Great Central Railway 
April 1-3: Mid Norfolk Railway 
April 2-3: Spa Valley Railway 
April 8-10: Nene Valley Railway 
April 15-17: Bluebell Railway 
April 16-17: East Lancashire Railway 
(Small Engines) 

April 16-17: Swindon & Cricklade 
Railway 

April 22-24: Mid Hants Railway 
April 23-24: Epping Ongar Railway 
May 5-8: Swanage Railway 
May 14-15: Ecclesbourne Valley 
Railway (DMU event) 

May 19-21: Severn Valley Railway 
May 21-22: Mid Norfolk Railway 
(Stratford event) 

June 10-12: West Somerset Railway 
June 10-12: North Norfolk Railway 
June 11-12: Llangollen Railway 
(Railcar gala) 

June 17-19: North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway 

July 2-3: GCR (North), Ruddington 


July 8-10: East Lancashire Railway 
July 15-17: Wensleydale Railway 
July 22-24: Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway 
July 29-31: Gloucestershire- 
Warwickshire Railway 
August 5-7: Spa Valley Railway 
August 6-7: Ecclesbourne Valley 
Railway 

September 3-4: Dean Forest Railway 
September 3-4: West Somerset 
Railway 

September 9-11: Mid Norfolk Railway 

September 10-11: Great Central 
Railway 

September 17-18: Epping Ongar 
Railway 

September 24-25: East Lancashire 
Railway 

October 1-2: Ribble Railway 
October 14-16: Nene Valley Railway 
October 15-16: Mid Norfolk 
(Multiple Units) 

October 21-23: Spa Valley Railway 
November 5: East Lancashire Railway 
(DMU day) 

November 4-6: South Devon Railway 
December 30-31: Mid Norfolk Railway 



‘CHOPPER’ MEETS ‘PEAK’: The Gloucestershire & Warwickshire Railway’s 


‘Christmas Cracker Mixed Traction Gala’ on December 29/30 included Class 20 
No. D8137 (20137), working the 14.25 Laverton-Cheltenham Racecourse, crossing 
Class 45 No. 45149 and the 14.00 Cheltenham Racecourse-Laverton at Toddington on 
the first day. John Pearson 
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Direct Rail Services 


culls its loco fleet 



DRS Nos. 20301 and 20305 head a line of five at Barrow Hill on December 16. These, plus Nos. 20302/03/08/09, are expected to be 
overhauled at the Derbyshire maintenance facility over the course of the year. Chris Milner 


All of the remaining Class 
20s and Class 47s have 
been removed from traffic 
along with the majority of 
the Class 57/0s. 

EXPECTED for some months, the cull of 
DRS traction finally arrived in December 
following the end of the Railhead 
Treatment Train season. 

Beginning with the Class 47s, No. 
47828 was moved from Wembley to 
Crewe on December 3 in convoy with 
Nos. 57307, 68014 and 37688. Five 
days later, the Type 4 was stored in the 
XHSS pool at Gresty Bridge. This left 
Northern Belle-liveried No. 47790 as the 
sole remaining operational Class 47, but 
it too reached the end on December 15 
with transfer to store. It had arrived at 
Crewe from Norwich the previous day 
behind No. 57310. 

The early morning of December 
22 found No. 57305 in charge of an 
0X06/05.55 departure from Gresty 
Bridge, hauling Nos. 47790, 47810, 
47828 and 47853 to MoD Longtown, 
north of Carlisle, for secure store. 
Surprisingly, the trio of named Type 4s 
were still carrying their nameplates. Nos. 
20312 and 47813, which had been due 
to be included in the move, were left 
at Crewe. Meanwhile, Nos. 47805 and 
47818 have lost their DRS brandings at 
Kingmoor pending possible sale to a new 
operator. 

The remaining Class 20/3s were 
stored en masse on December 7, 

Nos. 20302/03/05/08 all moving to 
the XHSS pool. The next day saw the 
quartet, along with No. 20309, run 
light from York Works to Barrow Hill - 
where the good news is that these five, 


plus No. 20301, are to be overhauled. 
Space has been created in the Deltic 
Preservation Society’s shed there for the 
work, which should include the fitting of 
much-needed new wheelsets. 

‘BODYSNATCHERS’ BINNED 

More surprising was the large 
reduction in the Class 57/0 fleet, 
although the locos have been 
under-utilised for quite some time. 
Those now side-lined in the XHSS pool 
at Crewe are Nos. 57002/04/08-12, 
the majority being stored in the days 
before Christmas. 

Only Nos. 57003 and 57007 still 
reside in the operational XHCK pool, the 


former having recently emerged from an 
18-month overhaul at Eastleigh Works, 
while No. 57007 was still awaiting 
release at the end of the month, having 
been resident in Hampshire since 
September 2014. Some of their newly 
stored classmates are expected to 
undergo the same attention, which 
includes a number of modifications, 
during 2016. 

One Class 57 now back in traffic 
is No. 57312, this returning to action 
on December 15 following repairs to 
its cabside collision damage at Gresty 
Bridge and a partial repaint. No. 68014 
also required repairs during the month, 
arriving at EMD's Longport depot, 


Stoke, on December 4 to have its power 
unit lifted out. Carried out amid some 
secrecy, and with measures in place 
to prevent prying eyes, the loco was 
released back to Crewe on the 18th. 

Indications are that the Class 37 
fleet is also set to see some reductions, 
with the ‘37/6’ sub-class in particular 
becoming due for major exams. Two 
candidates to be removed from traffic 
in the near future are Nos. 37608 and 
37611, both of which have high engine 
hours. Not likely to survive for long in 
2016 is No. 37682, its stripped carcass 
now residing in the yard at Derby having 
donated many parts to the ongoing 
Class 37/4 overhauls. 0 


DBS ‘90’ 
RETURNS: 
Post-overhaul 
but pre-repaint 
into DBS red, the 
newly repaired No. 
90040 was back 
on the main line 
in December for 
the first time in 
nearly 10 years. 

On December 9, 
it led a colourful 
combo through 
Crewe comprising 
Nos. 67002 in 
Arriva blue, 90029 
in DBS red and 
90009 in Greater 
Anglia white livery 
forming the 13.35 
Crewe Electric to 
Bescot. The first 
two locos moved 
from there to Toton 
via the next day’s 
6D44 departmental 
working. 

Martin Turner 
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GBRf’s re-engineered Class 73/9s underwent loaded test runs from Aberdeen in mid-December, using empty stock hired from the 
SRPS at Bo’ness. On December 22, No. 73966 is captured heading north towards Carnoustie with the 5Z74 from Dundee West Yard 
to Aberdeen Clayhills. Jim Ramsay 


Caledonian ‘73s’ 
continue testing 

DECEMBER saw GB Railfreight’s 
re-engineered Class 73/9s for the 
Caledonian Sleeper services continue 
their testing and training programme. 

Most attention was focused on 
Nos. 73966 and 73967 in Scotland, the 
first half of the month mainly seeing 
them continue to roam the Central Belt 
on light engine and empty stock runs. 
For example, December 3 found No. 
73967 running light from Craigentinny 
to Polmadie and back via Shotts. 

Next day, both locos double-headed 
the 5B26/08.18 Edinburgh-Polmadie 
sleeper empties with No. 67010 on the 
rear. 

No. 73966 enjoyed a more 
noteworthy outing on December 9, 
when it was sent southwards from 
Edinburgh to Tyne Dock to collect No. 
47847 and Mk.2f RFO No. 1200 and haul 
them back north as the 5Z73/11.21 
Tyne Dock-Polmadie. 

The next development occurred 
on December 14 when the blue duo 
pitched up at Bo’ness to take the 
Scottish Railway Preservation Society’s 
rake of eight Mk.l coaches to Aberdeen 
Clayhills as the 5Z73/06.45 departure 
via Fife and Dundee. 

The remainder of the week saw the 
locos top and tail five of the coaches 
between Aberdeen and Dundee for 


training purposes, being noted on the 
15th, 17th and 18th. 

December 22 saw No. 73966 
undertake the same duty without its 
partner, but they were reunited the 
next day in order to return the SRPS 
stock to Bo’ness as the 5Z73/08.40 
departure from Aberdeen Clayhills via 


Perth. The pair of Class 73/9s then 
remained at the preserved line over the 
festive period, including taking part in 
the diesel gala on January 2/3. 

Christmas Eve saw No. 73968 
resume test running from Brush 
Traction, heading for Doncaster and 
back, while it was also out and about 


after the festive holiday for three days 
on the 29th-31st, visiting Doncaster 
and Derby on each occasion. 

Meanwhile, No. 73964 departed 
from Loughborough early in December 
after its latest round of modifications, 
it being back at work from Tonbridge 
West Yard by the 10th. 


NEWS ROUND-UP 


COLAS RAIL 

TWO further Class 37s have been 
acquired from preservation by Colas 
in the form of No. 37099 and, more 
interestingly, Mirrlees-engined No. 
37901. The duo are currently located 
at the Mid-Hants Railway, with both 
expected to join the queue for return 
to main line operation. 

Meanwhile, a further Class 56 has 
been removed from traffic and added 
to the COLS stored pool at Washwood 
Heath in the form of No. 56078. The 
company now has just three active 
‘Grids’, namely Nos. 56087, 56113 and 
56302. 

DB SCHENKER 

WITH the conclusion of the RHTT 
campaign, December saw a number 
of DBS locos removed from traffic, 
either as a result of failure or being 
due exams. Falling in the first category 
were Nos. 60010 and 60099, the 
former being marooned at Immingham 
all month awaiting road movement 
to Toton, while its Tata-liveried sister 
was deposited at the Nottinghamshire 
depot with a bodyside covered in oil. 

Other locos stored at either Toton 
or Crewe Electric were Nos. 66014/60, 
66135/37/42/43/47/82/83/85/87/ 
98, 66204, 67017/20/29/30 and 
90021. Meanwhile, longer term 
absentees Nos. 66013 and 66167 
were both reinstated to the WBAE 
operational pool during the month 


r 


pending a return to service. 

ECR example No. 66123 was 
hauled from Bescot to Wembley by 
No. 66207 on December 8 following 
release from Toton and it was back in 
France the next day. 

No. 90040 made its first main 
line outing in nine and a half years 
on December 3 when it performed a 
short test run from Crewe Electric to 
the station and back. Next day saw 
it venture to Warrington and then 
to Wembley on the 7th before being 
dragged to Toton on December 10 for 
repainting. Resplendent in DBS red, 

No. 90040 returned to Crewe Electric 
behind No. 66133 on the 23rd from 
where it was released into traffic just 
before the year ended. 

ELECTRIC TRACTION LTD 

NO longer required by ETL, No. 86701 
was returned to Willesden from Ilford 
on December 9 and handed back to 
Europhoenix, No. 86702 providing 
the traction for the move. The latter 
had arrived earlier in the day with No. 
86259 in tow, Les Ross being left at 
Ilford to handle the Greater Anglia Mk.3 
testing duty. Another swap took place 
on December 18 with No. 86702 taking 
up station in East London while No. 
86259 ran light back to Willesden. 

FREIGHTLINER 

WITH surplus capacity in its loco 
fleet, further Class 66s are to be 


exported to Eastern Europe to join 
Freightliner’s Polish operation. While 
the number of GMs set to leave the 
UK is unconfirmed, No. 66530 was 
stopped at Leeds Midland Road during 
December in order to undergo the 
necessary modifications, having been 
added to the DFEP Polish pool. 

No. 86637 ended 2015 still 
marooned at Penrith, where it had 
lain since early October with a seized 
traction motor. Now fitted with a 
wheelskate on one axle, it was awaiting 
a slow speed move southwards. 

GB RAILFREIGHT 

TWO of GBRf’s troubled Class 92 fleet 
were returned to Brush Traction on 
December 30 to undergo repairs and 
modifications. Out of traffic since 
August, No. 92014 was joined on the 
move from Willesden by No. 92023, 
the latter having been officially stored 
earlier in December. Traction was 
provided by grey-liveried No. 66748 
with the 0M92 convoy travelling via 
the East Coast Main Line and, most 
unusually, Nottingham. 

GREATER ANGLIA 

WITH its exam complete, No. 90009 
was released from Crewe Electric on 
December 15, being conveyed back to 
Norwich behind No. 57310 with the duo 
travelling cross-country via Nuneaton, 
Leicester and Ely. Classmate No. 90006 
was still at Crewe as 2016 began. 


RVEL 

REBUILT No. 73951 ended its two-month 
stay at Eastleigh Works on December 16, 
Colas providing No. 37219 to return the 
loco to Derby via the Midland Main Line. 
During its stay in Hampshire, the heavily 
altered ‘ED’ underwent two weeks of 
third rail testing within the confines of 
the works but did not venture onto the 
main line. 

WEST COAST RAILWAYS 

NEWLY reinstated No. 33207 was moved 
south from Carnforth to Southall on 
December 4, conveyed behind ‘Battle of 
Britain’ steam loco No. 34067 Tangmere. 
Nine days later, the positions were 
reversed with the ‘Crompton’ sent light 
from West London to St Philip’s Marsh, 
Bristol, to retrieve the steam loco after 
a failure on December 5 while on railtour 
duty. The duo duly returned to Southall 
via Bath and Swindon. 

DISPOSALS 

SOLD to Raxstar for scrapping, derelict 
No. 58008 was removed by road from 
Eastleigh depot on December 17, the 
low-loader needing to perform a series of 
complex manoeuvres within the site to 
complete the extraction. Unfit to travel 
by rail, the loco was then transferred 
a short distance along and across 
Campbell Road to Eastleigh Works. 
Unloaded the next day, it was awaiting 
disposal in the scrapping compound as 
2016 began. 
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Stored Loco Locations 2016 

Our annual round-up finds the total number of stored locos has risen over the last year, with a surprising 
number of modern diesels and electrics now mothballed in sidings with little hope of return. 


THE beginning of 2016 saw 345 diesel 
and electric locos in store around the 
UK, an increase of 45 from a year ago. 

This is no great surprise, however, 
given that only three locos were 
scrapped in the whole of 2015 
(Nos. 08646, 37718 and 86247), 
another three found a new home in 


preservation (Nos. 08993/95 and 
37261), and six were exported to 
Eastern Europe (Nos. 47375 and 
92002/05/24/30/39). 

In contrast, several companies 
went on a buying spree from 
preservation, most notably Colas and 
HNRC, the new additions swelling 


the numbers in store as they await 
reactivation. The December culls 
by both DB Schenker and Direct Rail 
Services also pushed the total higher 
still (see pages 78/79). 

Class 08s and Class 60s continue 
to account for more than a third of 
the total, with 61 and 68 examples 


respectively qualifying for inclusion on 
this list. 

Despite GB Railfreight’s increased 
use of the Class 92s, exactly half 
of the 46-strong class remains in 
store, with five examples (Nos. 
92020/21/40/45/46) soon to notch 
up no less than 15 years in store! 9 


STORED LOCOS AND LOCATIONS 


This full listing is correct to January 3, 2016. 


CLASS 03 

08685 

BH 

08918 

BO 

03179 

HE 

08699 

We 

08921 

Ek 

Total: 1 


08701 

TO 

08922 

TT 



08706 

CE 

08939 

Cv 

CLASS 08 

08709 

BS 

08944 

BQ 

08389 

BH 

08711 

TE 

08994 

BO 

08393 

Lh 

08714 

CE 

Total: 61 


08405 

CE 

08735 

EH 



08411 

WA 

08737 

CE 

CLASS 09 

08442 

EH 

08738 

Cv 

09006 

BO 

08460 

WA 

08757 

CE 

09014 

BO 

08480 

TO* 

08765 

BH 

09023 

Ea 

08495 

CE 

08782 

Dc 

09106 

KY 

08500 

BO 

08783 

Ek 

09107 

Ek 

08503 

Bi* 

08784 

TT 

09201 

Hp 

08536 

DF 

08786 

BH 

Total: 6 


08567 

ZG 

08798 

Ea 



08568 

ZH 

08799 

WY 

CLASS 20 

08575 

Lh 

08802 

TT 

20016 

LM 

08578 

TO 

08804 

CE 

20035 

Cv 

08580 

BS 

08824 

BH 

20063 

Bf 

08593 

CE 

08865 

WA 

20081 

LM 

08605 

SP* 

08871 

We 

20087 

BQ 

08623 

BS 

08872 

Ea 

20088 

LM 

08628 

WA 

08877 

BH 

20092 

LM 

08630 

TT 

08886 

CE 

20121 

BH 

08633 

ZW* 

08888 

BS 

20166 

Ws 

08653 

TO 

08891 

Lh 

20301 

BH 

08676 

TT 

08905 

Hp 

20302 

BH 

08678 

CS 

08907 

BS 

20303 

BH 



It has now been more than 20 years since No. 08536 last worked, it was 
stored way back in June 1995 at Derby Etches Park when part of the 
pre-privatisation Crosscountry Trains fleet. Sold to RVEL in 2010, it was 
originally intended as a spares donor to allow the similarly long-term 
stored No. 08697 to be reactivated for use as a depot shunter. However, 
this project was abandoned in 2014, with No. 08697 going for scrap. 
Since then No. 08536 has lingered in the yard at the Derby RTC awaiting 
its fate, where it was pictured on June 26 last year. Simon Bendall 



Technically stored, the Harry Needle-owned No. 47703 finds use at Wabtec, Doncaster as a power 
supply for testing Mk.4 coaches being worked on at the facility. The loco is pictured there on 
November 14, 2015 with Mk.4 First Open No. 11419. Paul Bickerdyke 


20304 

KM 

37188 

BH 

47500 

CS 

56038 

LR 

20305 

BH 

37194 

DF 

47501 

CD 

56049 

WW 

20308 

BH 

37198 

BO 

47526 

CS 

56051 

WW 

20309 

BH 

37207 

BH 

47701 

Da* 

56060 

LR 

20312 

CG 

37214 

CS 

47703 

ZB* 

56065 

LR 

20903 

BO 

37254 

BH 

47714 

AH* 

56069 

LR 

20904 

BO 

37407 

DF 

47715 

Ws* 

56077 

LR 

Total: 19 


37413 

DF 

47744 

BO 

56078 

WW 



37424 

DF 

47749 

WW 

56090 

WW 

CLASS 31 

37503 

BH 

47761 

SK 

56091 

WW 

31105 

DF 

37510 

BH 

47768 

CS 

56094 

WW 

31106 

DF 

37517 

CS 

47769 

BH 

56096 

WW 

31235 

Mn 

37521 

BH 

47772 

CS 

56105 

WW 

31255 

Cv* 

37670 

BH 

47776 

CS 

56106 

LR 

31285 

Ex 

37676 

CS 

47787 

CS 

56128 

WW 

31454 

WW 

37682 

DF 

47790 

Lt 

Tnfal- 91 


31459 

DF 

37703 

BT* 

47805 

KM 
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31461 

BO 

37710 

CS 

47810 

Lt 

PI AQQ R7 

31465 

LM 

37712 

CS 

47811 

BA 

vLMjJ sJ / 

31468 

We 

37714 

BH 

47813 

CG 

D/UUzi 


31602 

We 

37800 

LR 

47816 

BA 

57004 

CG 

Total: 11 


37901 

RL 

47818 

KM 

57005 

CS 



37905 

LR 

47828 

Lt 

57006 

CS 

CLASS 33 

37906 

LR 

47841 

ZG 

57008 

CG 

33025 

SH 

Total: 28 


47853 

Lt 

57009 

CG 

33029 

CS 



Total: 32 


57010 

CG 

33030 

CS 

CLASS 47 



57011 

CG 

Total: 3 


47194 

CS 

CLASS 56 

57012 

CG 



47236 

CS 

56007 

LR 

Total: 9 


CLASS 37 

47270 

CS 

56009 

Bf 



37038 

DF 

47355 

CS 

56018 

LB 

CLASS 58 

37099 

RL 

47368 

CS 

56031 

LR 

58008 

ZG 

37146 

Ws 

47488 

BO 

56032 

LR 

58012 

TT 

37165 

CS 

47492 

CS 

56037 

LR 

58022 

CE 
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One loco that will not feature in this listing in 12 months’ time is No. 58008. Sold to Raxstar by DB Schenker in November, the heavily cannibalised Class 58 was moved from 
Eastleigh TMD to Eastleigh Works by road on December 17, and is pictured being loaded onto Moveright’s modular trailer for the mere 73 metre trip. It was unloaded the following 
day with the Mainline blue ‘Bone’ soon entering the cutting area for disposal. Paul Fuller. 


58023 

TT 

60058 

TO 

66182 

TO 

CLASS 90 

58048 

CE 

60060 

Ty 

66183 

CE 

90017 

CE 

Total: 5 


60061 

TO 

66185 

TO 

90019 

CE 



60062 

TO 

66187 

TO 

90021 

CE 

CLASS 60 

60064 

TO 

66198 

TO 

90022 

CE 

60003 

TO 

60067 

Ty 

66204 

TO 

90023 

CE 

60004 

Ty 

60068 

TO 

66428 

ZH 

90025 

CE 

60005 

Ty 

60069 

TT 

66530 

LD 

90026 

CE 

60006 

Ty 

60070 

TT 

Total: 18 


90027 

CE 

60007 

TO 

60072 

TT 



90028 

CE 

60008 

TT 

60073 

TO 

CLASS 67 

90030 

CE 

60009 

TT 

60075 

TT 

67004 

CE 

90031 

CE 

60010 

IM 

60077 

TO 

67017 

CE 

90032 

CE 

60012 

TO 

60078 

Ty 

67019 

TO 

90033 

CE 

60013 

TO 

60079 

TO 

67020 

TO 

90038 

CE 

60014 

Ty 

60080 

TO 

67025 

CE 

90050 

BA 

60018 

Ty 

60081 

Ty 

67027 

TO 

Total: 15 


60022 

TO 

60082 

CE 

67029 

TO 



60023 

Ty 

60083 

Ty 

67030 

CE 

CLASS 92 

60025 

Ty 

60084 

TT 

Total: 8 


92003 

CE 

60027 

Ty 

60086 

Ty 



92004 

CE 

60028 

CE 

60088 

Ty 

CLASS 73 

92006 

LB 

60029 

CE 

60089 

Ty 

73101 

DF 

92007 

CE 

60030 

TO 

60090 

TT 

73118 

Bi* 

92008 

CE 

60031 

Ty 

60093 

Ty 

73130 

Fm* 

92009 

CE 

60032 

Ty 

60094 

TT 

73134 

LB 

92013 

CE 

60033 

TO 

60097 

Ty 

73139 

DF 

92014 

LB 

60034 

TT 

60098 

TT 

73969 

LB 

92017 

CE 

60036 

TT 

60099 

TO 

73970 

LB 

92020 

LB 

60037 

Ty 

60500 

TO 

Total: 7 


92021 

CO 

60038 

CE 

Total: 68 




92022 

CE 

60041 

TO 



CLASS 86 

92023 

LB 

60042 

Ty 

CLASS 66 

86213 

WN 

92026 

CE 

60043 

TO 

66008 

TO 

86229 

LM 

92028 

LB 

60045 

TO 

66014 

CE 

86231 

LM 

92029 

CE 

60046 

CE 

66048 

TT 

86234 

LM 

92031 

CE 

60048 

TO 

66060 

TO 

86235 

LR 

92035 

CE 

60050 

Ty 

66135 

CE 

86246 

WN 

92037 

CE 

60051 

TO 

66137 

TO 

86251 

LM 

92040 

CO 

60052 

TO 

66141 

TO 

86701 

WN 

92041 

CE 

60053 

Ty 

66142 

TO 

86901 

Cb 

92045 

LB 

60055 

CE 

66143 

TO 

86902 

Cb 

92046 

LB 

60057 

TT 

66147 

TO 

Total: 10 


Total: 23 



KEY TO LOCATIONS . 

r 


OFFICIAL CODES 

WA 

Moveright International, 

AH 

Asfordby Technical 


Wishaw 


Centre 

WN 

Willesden 

BA 

Crewe Basford Hall 

WW 

Washwood Heath 

BH 

Barrow Hill 

WY 

Westbury 

BO 

Nemesis Rail, 

ZB 

Wabtec, Doncaster 


Burton-upon-Trent 

ZG 

Eastleigh Works 

BQ 

Bury, East Lancashire 

ZH 

Glasgow Works 


Railway 

ZW 

Axiom Rail, Stoke 

BS 

Bescot 



BT 

Bo’ness 

OTHER LOCATIONS 

CD 

Crewe Diesel 

Bf 

Battlefield Line 

CE 

Crewe Electric 

Bi 

Barry Island Railway 

CG 

Crewe Gresty Bridge 

Cb 

C F Booth, Rotherham 

CO 

Coquelles 

Cv 

Colne Valley Railway 

CS 

Carnforth 

Da 

Dartmoor Railway 

DF 

RVEL, Derby 

Dc 

Doncaster Decoy Yard 

EH 

Eastleigh 

Ea 

European Metal 

HE 

Hornsey 


Recycling, Attercliffe 

IM 

Immingham 

Ek 

European Metal 

KM 

Carlisle Kingmoor 


Recycling, Kingsbury 

KY 

Knottingley 

Ex 

Exeter Riverside 

LB 

Brush Traction, 

Fm 

Finmere 


Loughborough 

Hp 

Hope Cement Works 

LD 

Leeds Midland Road 

Lh 

LH Group Services, 

LM 

Long Marston 


Barton-under- 

LR 

Leicester 


Needwood 

RL 

Ropley, Mid Hants 

Lt 

MoD Longtown 


Railway 

Mn 

Mid Norfolk Railway 

SK 

Swanwick Junction, 

Ty 

Toton Yard 


Midland Railway - 

We 

Weardale Railway 


Butterley 

Ws 

Wensleydale Railway 

SP 

Wigan Springs Branch 



SH 

Southall 

* 

indicates a loco that is 

TE 

Tees Yard 


operational but either 

TO 

Toton 


officially stored at or 

TT 

Toton Training 


otherwise confined to 


Compound 


the listed location. 
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David Rapson 


Powerscene 


Our authoritative dass-by-class review of newsworthy locomotive workings. 


CLASS 20 

WITH their autumnal RHTT work 
having ceased, GBRf Type Is 
Nos. 20901+20905 powered the 
3W35/11.10 Tonbridge West Yard- 
Eastleigh on December 8, with a pair 
of discharged wagons. 

Ten days later, they were recorded 
at Farnborough and Denmark Hill in 
charge of the 6Y20/12.15 Eastleigh 
Works-Tonbridge with six snow and 


ice treatment train (SITT) vehicles. 
The pair also undertook a route 
proving run late on Boxing Day, which 
took them via Hastings, Rye, Ashford, 
Minster, Deal, Canterbury East 
and Strood. 

The same quartet of Type Is 
mentioned last issue as regularly 
performing on London Underground 
‘S’ Stock transfers continued to do 
so during December. On December 


2, for instance, Nos. 20118+20132 
and Nos. 20314+20107 handled 
the 7X09/11.47 Old Dalby-West 
Ruislip conveying set Nos. 21493/4, 
and thereafter were noted on the 
same service with Nos. 21495/6 
on December 9 and Nos. 21497/8 
on December 16. In between, the 
quartet moved set Nos. 21547/8 from 
Derby Litchurch Lane to Old Dalby on 
December 4. 


CLASS 31 

NETWORK Rail’s No. 31233 made a 
surprise return to operational use on 
December 3, when paired with Colas 
Type 3 No. 37175 on a test train from 
Derby that ventured to Stockport and 
Northampton. Next day, Nos. 31233 and 
37219 were seen at Bridgend, having run 
from Derby to Cheltenham Spa thence 
to South Wales as the 1Q15/15.57 from 
Cheltenham. A trip to Dollands Moor 



OWNED 


CHESTERFIELD ' 

1 owtwuW * ERIAI -No • 
■ TE >-: 01246 


SERIAL No • 

TEL: 01346 


MRURnim 


Arlington 


20905 


You can almost hear the sound of those 1000 horsepower English Electric engines 
reverberating around the shed, as the GBRf pair of Nos. 20905 and 20901 couple up to a 
rake of six snow and ice treatment train (SITT) vehicles inside Eastleigh Works on December 
18, ready to take them away to Tonbridge as the 6Y20/12.15 departure. Carl Watson 
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NAME GAME by Simon Bendall 


LOCO NAMINGS 

43274 Spirit of Sunderland London King’s Cross station 14.12.15 

Named to mark the inauguration of Virgin East Coast direct services between 
Sunderland and London, the naming being performed upon arrival of the first 
train at King’s Cross. Previously named BBC East Midlands Today between May 
1997 and March 2003 as No. 43074. 

73202 Graham Stenning Brighton Lovers Walk TMD 11.12.15 

Named in memory of Southern’s apprentice manager, aged 52, who spent over 
three decades working on the Southern Region before losing his battle with 
leukaemia last June. Previously named Dave Berry and Royal Observer Corps. 

90018 The Pride ofBellshill Mossend Yard 08.12.15 

Named to mark the opening of a new STVA automotive terminal at Mossend Yard. 

UNIT NAMINGS 

507009 Dixie Dean Birkenhead North EMUD 12.15 

Reapplication of nameplates in cast form commemorating the Tranmere Rovers 
and Everton football player (1907-1980), which were first applied in vinyl form in 
August 2008 before being lost upon reliverying in March 2015. 

507026 Councillor George Howard Birkenhead North EMUD 12.15 

Another name to return in cast form, this paying tribute to the former deputy 
chairman of Merseytravel who died in 2005. Name previously carried by 
No. 507033 as Cllr George Howard between August 2005 and March 2008. 

DE-NAMINGS 


365530 The Intalink Partnership promoting Ilford EMUD 
integrated transport in Hertfordshire since 1999 

12.15 

365536 Rufus Barnes Chief Executive of 
London TravelWatch for 25 years 

Ilford EMUD 

11.15 


from Derby followed on December 17, for 
Nos. 31233 and 37175, and the same 
locomotives passed Luton on December 
21, with the 3M05/13.00 Hither Green- 
Derby RTC test train. 

BARS Type 2 No. 31601 Devon Diesel 
Society transferred Chiltern Mk.3 
No. 12043 from Barton Hill to Wembley 
on December 7 and later took No. 12017 
in the opposite direction. Similarly, on 
December 10, the Class 31 took 
No. 12608 from Bristol to Wembley LMD 
before returning west with No. 12604. 
The last job of the year for No. 31601 
occurred on December 17, when it was 
entrusted with the movement of DVT 
No. 82303 from Wembley LMD to Brush, 
Loughborough. 

CLASS 37 

THE return to service of No. 37716 has 
added a further variety of sub-class to 


the DRS fleet. New in February 1963 
as No. D6794, and a Class 37/7 since 
early in 1989, the loco last worked a 
passenger train on Christmas Eve 1998. 
Following use on North East RHTT duties 
on December 1, No. 37716 was noted 
on December 15, along with No. 37608 
in charge of the 6M60/13.25 Seaton- 
on-Tees to Sellafield BNF duty. Next 
day, the duo did the 6S54/04.42 Carlisle 
Kingmoor-Hunterston and the return 
6M22/12.17 Hunterston-Sellafield before 
working the 6S43/06.23 Kingmoor- 
Torness and 6M50/15.12 return on 
December 17. Then, on December 22, 

No. 37716 operated alone when recorded 
passing Lockerbie at 16.10 with six IKAs 
in tow forming the 4Z07/14.50 Kingmoor- 
Motherwell. 

Aberystwyth hosted a pair of English 
Electric Type 3s late on December 14, 
when Nos. 97302 and 97303 (the former 
Nos. 37170 and 37178 respectively) 
arrived in top-and-tail mode with the 
3Q03/18.02 test train from Derby RTC, 
which later stabled at Machynlleth. A 
week later, on December 21, Nos. 97302 
and 97304 (the former 37217) had 
charge of the 6C70/04.53 Talerddig- 
Bescot engineers’ train. 

On December 15, Nos. 37605 and 
37607 reached the Far North with the 
6S99/05.56 Kingmoor-Georgemas 
Junction conveying a MoD flask wagon 
and two escort coaches. To highlight the 
versatility of the EE Type 3s, BR green- 
liveried No. 37057 reached King’s Lynn 
with a test train late on December 30, 
Nos. 37116 (BR Blue) and 37421 were 
seen at Skegness on December 18, while 
No. 37603 had been similarly employed 
when reaching the south western 
extremity of Penzance on December 9. 

In company with No. 47580 County 
of Essex, West Coast Railways’ No. 37518 
handled a passenger turn on December 
16, when the pair top-and-tailed the 
1Z69/07.15 King’s Cross-York and the 
16.18 return. 

2015 drew to a close with Nos. 

37409 and 37423 covering the two 
Cumbrian Coast diagrams on December 
31, No. 37401 having last worked on 
Christmas Eve, while Nos. 37422 and 
37425 could be found on the East 
Anglian shuttles. 


CLASS 47 

BRITAIN’S unpredictable weather 
caused havoc in many parts of the 
country around the festive period. 

As early in the month as December 
4, the 1Z40/16.02 Lincoln-Linlithgow 
return charter was heading towards 
the Scottish border when strong winds 
brought down the overhead line to the 
north of Berwick-upon-Tweed. Top-and- 
tailed by Nos. 47802 and 57313, the 
train was turned back at Berwick in mid- 
evening and returned south picking up 
regular passengers at both Alnmouth 
and Newcastle before heading 
across the Tyne Valley to Carlisle and 
eventually reaching Linlithgow at 02.45. 

Next day, however, a Holyhead 
to Edinburgh charter powered by 
Nos. 47851 and 47804 made it only 
as far as Oxenholme before being 
turned back because of the flooding 
north of Carlisle. Even the return trip 
made it only as far as Bangor, as the 


line had been breached on Anglesey. 
Having returned their empty coaches 
to Carnforth, the same locomotives 
were used by Network Rail for a route 
proving run from Hellifield to Carlisle via 
Appleby the following afternoon. 

Large logo blue-liveried No. 47847 
and No. 66722 Sir Edward Watkin 
teamed up to take EMU No. 334016 
from Polmadie to Brodie, Kilmarnock on 
December 22, noted passing Kilwinning 
at 13.20. The electric unit was to have 
bodywork repairs undertaken, having 
been out of use since striking a stolen 
motor vehicle left on the railway at 
Uphall, near Livingston, in October. 

Next day, No. 47847 was reported at 
Springburn in charge of the 5X48/11.20 
Shields-Glasgow Works with EMU 
No. 320306 in tow. 

Withdrawn more than half a 
century ago, 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal 
Scot returned to the main line before 
Christmas and, on December 22, ) 




Virgin Trains East Coast HST power car No. 43274 has received ‘Spirit of Sunderland’ vinyls to mark the start of a new through 
service from the city to London via Newcastle. It is pictured heading the 1E13/11.30 Edinburgh-King’s Cross past Marston, north of 
Grantham, on December 20. No. 43302 was at the rear. Bill Atkinson 
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SPECTRUM 


by Simon Bendall 


r< 


NO less than six Class 08s were 
repainted during the period under 
review, the majority being detailed in 
Shunter Spot (page 91). The only one 
not mentioned there is No. 08834, the 
former DRS machine receiving HNRC 
orange at Barrow Hill during December. 

Among the main line designs, 

No. 90040 visited the Toton paintshop 
for a coat of DB Schenker red, this being 
the final stage in its reactivation from 
long-term store. 

At Laira, No. 43148 has emerged 
with ‘Bristol 2015 European Green 
Capital’ vinyls, it joining Nos. 43012 
and 43126 in the scheme, while ‘Deltic’ 
No. 55009 Alycidon is now in BR blue at 
RVEL, Derby. 

Almost all of GB Railfreight’s 
operational and unrebuilt Class 73 fleet 
now sport corporate blue and orange 
following No. 73128’s visit to Eastleigh 
Works to lose its two-tone grey 
livery. The only ‘ED’ still outstanding 
for repainting is BR blue No. 73201 
Broadlands. 

The reliverying of the Virgin 
East Coast fleet was expected to 
be completed in January, the month 
beginning with just one HST power car, 

LOCOS 

Repaints 
BR blue: 55009 

Bristol 2015 European Green Capital: 

43148 

DB Schenker: 08605, 90040 
Freightliner ‘Powerhaul’: 08624 
GB Railfreight: 73128 
HNRC orange: 08834 
Mendip Rail blue: 08947 
Railway Support Services: 08441, 
08670 

Virgin East Coast: 43206/39/77, 
43307/67, 91102/09/18/20 

Virgin East Coast with ‘Spirit of 
Sunderland’ vinyls: 43274 

DMUs 

Repaints 

Cross Country: 220005, 221138 
Great Western Railway: 166212 
Northern Rail: 158849 
ScotRail: 158713 


No. 43306, and a handful of Class 91s 
still in East Coast grey. No. 43274 has 
become the latest to receive special 
adornments on its standard Virgin 
red livery, it now carrying ‘Spirit of 
Sunderland’ vinyls to promote the new 
services to the north east. 

On the multiple unit front, several 
vinyl liveries met their end during 
the period, including the yellow Tour 
de France scheme on Northern’s No. 
158849, while the ‘Big Hoot’ brandings 
have been removed from Crosscountry 
‘Voyagers’ Nos. 220005 and 221138. 
Fresh from Wolverton Works after 
overhaul, No. 319218 has also lost its 
long obsolete Lyca Mobile wrap. 

A second fully repainted Class 373 
set in the new Eurostar livery has been 
formed following the release of the 
trailers from sets Nos. 3007 and 3008 
from refurbishment in France. These 
have now been reunited with their power 
cars, which were completed somewhat 
earlier. 

Finally, following overhaul at 
Wolverton, Mk.4 barrier coaches Nos. 
6352 and 6353 now carry BR plain blue 
in place of their long defunct GNER dark 
blue livery. 

EMUS 

Additions 

Eurostar Revised: 374005/06 
Gatwick Express red: 387206-09 
Sheffield Supertram: 399201 
TSGN: 700110 

Repaints 

Eurostar Revised: 373007/08 
London Overground: 315811 
Royal Mail plain red: 325002 
ScotRail: 318263 
South Eastern blue: 375615/26 
South West Trains blue: 

458506/14/17 

TfL Rail: 315830/47 

TSGN: 319218, 319422, 365530/35 

COACHES 

Repaints 

BR blue: 6352/53 
Chiltern Mainline: 12043 
DRS ‘compass’: 9710 
Greater Anglia: 10403, 11100, 
12049/97, 82102 


undertook a loaded test run from 
Carnforth to Hellifield, Preston and back 
to Carnforth with No. 47804 attached 
to the rear of the train. 

Other Brush Type 4s to accompany 
steam locomotives on charter trains 
during the month included No. 47832 
with Bulleid ‘Pacific’ No. 34067 
Tangmere on the 1Z80/07.52 Three 
Bridges-Bristol Temple Meads on 
December 5, although the latter failed 
at Bristol and the Type 4 handled the 
return trip alone. The same diesel also 
accompanied No. 46233 Duchess of 
Sutherland on a King’s Cross to York 
special on December 12. Two days 
previously, No. 47854 had worked from 
Norwich to York also with No. 46233. 

CLASS 56 

UK Rail Leasing’s No. 56098 and 
No. 56301 (hired from the Class 56 
Group) moved the three Mk.3 coaches 
belonging to the 125 Group from the 
Great Central Railway (Nottingham) at 
Hotchley Hill to Wabtec, Kilmarnock, on 
December 11, and next day worked the 
5V56/02.10 Kilmarnock-Laira conveying 
eight refurbished Great Western HST 
vehicles. Once in Plymouth, the ‘Grids’ 
collected another set of eight Mk.3 
coaches to form the 5S56/10.45 Laira- 
Kilmarnock on December 13, before 
the duo ran light to Barrow Hill via 
Manchester Victoria the next day. The 
15th saw the pair return to Leicester 
sandwiching preserved No. 58016. 

CLASS 57 

THE ‘Northern Belle’ visited Dundee 
on December 8, when Nos. 57301 and 
57305 took charge of the 1Z76/12.25 
from Glasgow Central, running via 
Kirkcaldy on the outward trip and back 
via Perth. Next day, the ‘57s’ worked 
the train from Edinburgh to Dundee via 
Stirling and back to Perth via the city’s 
south suburban line. 

Also on December 9, Waverley 
played host to another pair of Class 57s 
in the shape of West Coast duo Nos. 
57315 and 57601 top-and-tailing the 
1Z20/06.35 from Todmorden via the 
Settle & Carlisle route. The following 
weekend, Nos. 57301 and 57305 took 
the ‘Northern Belle’ on a circular tour 
of East Anglia heading from Norwich to 
Peterborough and back to Ipswich via 
Thetford. 

December 19 witnessed further 
Class 57 appearances at Edinburgh 
Waverley, this time on separate trains 
as Nos. 57601 and 47786 powered a 
charter from Stevenage while West 
Coast stable companions Nos. 57313 
and 47760 had charge of a similar 
special originating from Cambridge. 

Also that day, Nos. 57305 and 57312 
operated the 1Z45/12.02 Crewe- 
Shrewsbury via Frodsham Junction and 
the single line to Halton Junction before 
reaching Liverpool Lime Street at 13.35 
and then heading to Shrewsbury via 
Acton Bridge and Cosford. A 16.04 
departure from Shrewsbury saw the 
charter retrace its steps to Liverpool 
via Wrexham and Helsby before taking 
the rarely-used single track from 
Frodsham Junction for a second time in 
a little over four hours. 



DCR Class 56 No.56312 Jeremiah Dixon passes through West Ruislip on December 4, 
working the 6Z57/10.06 Calvert to Willesden Euroterminal empties. The picture is 
taken from the London Underground staff footbridge, for which the photographer was 
given special permission. Steve Madden 



West Coast Railways’ Nos. 57313 
and 47760 reverse in Derby station 
on December 20 while top-and- 
tailing the move of First Opens 
Nos. 3362 and 3360 from Burton 
Wetmore Sidings to Carnforth 
Steamtown. Steve Donald 


CLASS 60 

FOUR active Class 60s still sported EWS 
livery early in the New Year in the form 
of Nos. 60035/49/65/71, although 
only No. 60065 Spirit of Jaguar was in 
regular use on the main line, the rest 
being ‘super shunters’. On December 31, 
No. 60065 powered the 6M57/07.15 
Lindsey-Kingsbury tanks and the 
6E59/17.41 return, a duty it repeated on 
January 1, a day when 32 examples of 
the type were in traffic. 

The Colas pairing of Nos. 60085 and 
60056 top-and-tailed the 6P82/20.46 
Hinksey Yard-Kensal Green engineers’ 
train on Christmas Eve, while Nos. 60026 
and 70806 powered the 6P81/19.17 
Hinksey Yard-Old Oak Common East. 
Following the holiday weekend, a 
colourful quintet of Colas Class 60s, Nos. 
60026+60095+60087+60056+60085 
formed the 0M87/11.19 Hinksey-Bescot 
on the 28th. 

Pathfinder Tours’ ‘Mini-Tug’ charter 
ran on January 2, with Nos. 60020 and 
66001 providing the motive power. The 
outward leg ran as the 1Z60/06.47 
Bristol Parkway-Round Oak thereafter 
running back to Worcester and on 
to Oxford, passing Evesham shortly 
after 11.00. Later No. 66001 retired to 
Didcot while No. 60020 powered the 
1Z62/14.23 Oxford to Birmingham New 
Street via Bath Spa and Bristol thence 
via Cheltenham and Kidderminster. 

CLASS 66 

WHEN No. 67006 Royal Sovereign 
developed wheel flats while handling 
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Reinstated for the duration of the RHTT season, and assigned back to store at Toton on January 27, Type 5 No. 60071 is seen at 
Doncaster Wood Yard on December 7 during shunting. The loco has failed to see any main line activity during its reinstatement, apart 
from rescuing a pair of GBRf Class 47s on a 6D33 working from Goole, which failed at Kirk Sandall on November 14, 2015. Oliver Turner 


the 1Z41/05.00 Taunton-Newcastle 
charter on December 5, Freightliner’s 
No. 66515 was hired-in for the return 
journey and worked throughout to 
Somerset. 

DB Schenker Class 66s are popular 
choices for enthusiast charters, 
and Nos. 66023 and 66088 were so 
employed on December 8, top-and- 
tailing UK Railtours’ ‘The Swaythling 
Bands’ special, running outward as the 
1Z16/09.43 London Victoria-Fawley 
and returning by way of Romsey. Next 
day, the same locos took charge of 
‘The Fifth Continent’ charter from 
Victoria to Ashford International. 

Another UK Railtours charter had 
Class 66 haulage on December 19, 
when Nos. 66097 and 66067 left the 
Capital with the 1Z64/07.47 King’s 
Cross-Beverley, passing Gilberdyke at 
11.30. Finally, on December 30, Nos. 
66011 and 66003 top-and-tailed the 
1Z62/12.24 Edinburgh-Tweedbank and 
1Z69/14.13 return, having replaced 
No. 90024 at Millerhill which had 
worked the charter from London. 

With a mixture of VGA/VKA vans 
in tow, No. 66077 Benjamin Gimbert 
GC hauled the 6M03/05.20 Shieldmuir 
to Warrington RMT Christmas mail 
extra on December 7, albeit routed via 
Carstairs, Slateford Junction and the 
East Coast to Tyne Yard (because of 
a line blockage at Carlisle) where the 
train was held, going forward next day 
as the 06.48 Tyne Yard-Warrington via 
Castleford and Stalybridge. 

No. 66077 later returned north atop 


the 6S02/13.32 Warrington RMT- 
Shieldmuir. 

Classmate No. 66100 hauled A4 
‘Pacific’ No. 60009 Union of South 
Africa on the 5Z69/10.41 Millerhill- 
Craigentinny empty stock working 
on December 14, and thence the 
5Z69/10.54 Craigentinny-Thornton Yard 
via Stirling and Alloa two days later. 

On hire to DRS, and still carrying that 
company’s unbranded dark blue livery, 
No. 66415 accompanied former Fastline 
example No. 66302 on the 6V73/04.33 
Crewe CLS-Berkeley (December 17) and 


on 6K41/14.58 Valley-Crewe CLS the 
following afternoon. 

The ever-colourful No. 66720 passed 
through Bedford in the late afternoon 
on December 22 with the 5L66/14.59 
Burton Wetmore-Ferme Park empty 
Riviera Trains stock for use on the 
overnight service from Euston ahead of 
a planned strike by Caledonian Sleeper 
staff (see Coach Compartment, page 
94). The stock was used (see Class 90 
entry below), allowing No. 66720 to 
return the coaches from Crewe to Burton 
via Stoke-on-Trent on December 23. 


CLASS 67 

A PAIR of Class 67s was utilised to 
work additional Fife Circle passenger 
turns from early December, to assist 
in overcoming travel problems caused 
by the closure of the Forth Road Bridge 
because of structural issues. On 
December 8, Nos. 67008+67021 moved 
Riviera Mk.2 coaches from Tyne Yard to 
Millerhill and next day began covering 
an additional diagram, this commencing 
from Inverkeithing at 07.08 and, having 
reached Haymarket, thereafter forming 
eight further round trips between ) 
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With the resignalling of the North Lincolnshire line from Scunthorpe to Cleethorpes over Christmas, the line to Skegness is 
one of the longest remaining routes still controlled by semaphore signals. On December 18, it was visited by Colas Type 3s 
Nos. 37116 and 37219, top-and-tailing the 1Q05/06.36 Derby RTC-Skegness, seen passing Ancaster. Bill Atkinson 
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SHED TALK 


Correct to January 3, 2016 

Allocation changes 

08500 WQ/WQDA-BH/HNRL 
08507 HNRL-RTSO 
08623 WSSC-WQAA 
08630 WQCA-WQDA 
08676 WQBA-WQDA 

08703 WSSC-WQAA-WSSC 

08704 HNRL-RTSO 
08737 WQBA-WQDA 
08799 WSSC-WQAA 
08802 WQBA-WQDA 
08877 WQ/WQDA-BH/HNRS 
08886 WQCA-WQDA 
09106 WSSC-WQAA 

20302 XHNC-XHSS 

20303 XHNC-XHSS 
20305 XHNC-XHSS 
20308 XHNC-XHSS 
47790 XHAC-XHSS 
47828 XHAC-XHSS 
56078 COFS-COLS 
57002 XHCK-XHSS 
57004 XHCK-XHSS 

57008 XHCK-XHSS 

57009 XHCK-XHSS 

57010 XHCK-XHSS 

57011 XHCK-XHSS 

57012 XHCK-XHSS 

58008 EH/WQDA de-registered 
60010 WCBT-WQAA 
60099 WCAT-WQAA 

66001 WBTT-WBAE 

66002 WBRT-WBAT 

66013 WQAA-WBAE 

66014 WBAE-WQAA 
66017 WBTT-WBAT 
66019 WBTT-WBAE 
66040 WBAT-WBAE 
66043 WBAT-WBAE 
66046 WBRT-WBAE 
66060 WBAT-WQAA 
66068 WBRT-WBAT 
66080 WBAT-WBAE 
66103 WBAE-WBBE 
66119 WBRT-WBAE 
66124 WBRT-WBAT 
66135 WBRT-WBAE-WQAA 
66137 WBAE-WQAA 

66142 WBAT-WQAA 

66143 WBAT-WQAA 
66147 WBAT-WQAA 
66158 WBRT-WBAE 

Haymarket and either Inverkeithing or 
Dunfermline Town. 

While the accompanying Class 68 
diagram saw various changes of motive 
power, Nos. 67008 and 67021 in top- 
and-tail formation covered the duty 
throughout the period until December 
23, when the road bridge reopened to 
most traffic. Thus, No. 67021 was seen 
passing Mexborough shortly before 
midday on December 31, returning 
the coaching stock to its base as the 
5Z40/05.00 Mossend-Burton Wetmore. 

High winds caused damage to 
the overhead lines between Carstairs 
and Edinburgh early on December 
30, resulting in the 1S25/21.16 (Tue) 
Euston-lnverness suffering heavy 
delays. The service, hauled by 
No. 90048, was held at Carstairs 
awaiting assistance in the form of 
No. 67011 to drag the AC electric and 


f 


66167 WQAA-WBAE-WQAA-WBAE 
66170 WBRT-WBAT 

66182 WBAE-WQAA 

66183 WBAT-WQAA 
66185 WBAT-WQAA 

66187 WBAT-WBAE-WQAA 

66188 WBRT-WBAE 

66198 WBAE-WQAA 

66199 WBAT-WBAE 
66204 WBRT-WBAT-WQAA 
66530 DFHH-DFEP 
67004 WAAC-WQAA 

67013 WAAC-WAWC-WAAC 

67014 WAAC-WAWC 
67017 WAAC-WQAA 
67020 WAAC-WQAA 
67022 WAAC-WAWC 

67029 WAWC-WQAA 

67030 WABC-WQAA 

90020 WEDC-WEAC 

90021 WEAC-WQAA 
92018 GBSL-GBST 
92028 GBST-GBSL 

Modifications 

Dellner couplings fitted: 37884 

Stored/stopped locations 
Barrow Hill: 08824, 
20302/03/05/08/09 
Bescot: 08623 

Brush, Loughborough: 92014/23 
Crewe Electric: 66014, 66135/83, 
67017/30, 90021 

Crewe Gresty Bridge: 57002/04/08- 
12 

Eastleigh Works: 08567, 58008 

Immingham: 60010 

Knottingley: 09106 

Leeds Midland Road: 66530 

MoD Longtown: 47790, 47810/28/53 

Toton: 08578, 08653, 

08701,60099, 66060, 
66137/42/43/47/82/85/87/98, 
66204, 67020/29 
Washwood Heath: 56078 
Westbury: 08799 
Willesden: 86701 

Reinstated 

66013, 66167 

Returned to France 

66123 

its train to Edinburgh via Cumbernauld 
and Falkirk Grahamston. Waverley 
was reached at 07.19, a little over 
200 minutes late. Thereafter, flooding 
delayed arrival at Inverness where the 
train terminated at 12.30. 

Two DBS-liveried examples, Nos. 
67018 and 67015, were on ‘British 
Pullman’ duty when noted at either end 
of the 1Z80/09.48 Victoria-Canterbury 
East on December 15, with trips to 
Gillingham (Kent) following next day and 
on December 18. 

No. 67015 teamed up with 
No. 66055 at Eastleigh on December 
21, to go forward with the 6Z14/18.48 
Southampton Up Yard-Wembley Yard, 
passing Basingstoke at 22.00, before 
the Class 67 took a train of empty stock 
from Wembley to King’s Cross early on 
December 30, ready for a charter to 
Scotland. In the meantime, No. 67018 



reached Didcot with four Mk.2 coaches 
forming the 5Z60/01.42 Eastleigh- 
Burton on December 23. 

No. 67013 spent New Year at 
Warrington, having travelled south 
behind Nos. 90037 and 66089 on the 
6M76/21.46 Mossend-Warrington Arpley 
on December 14. 

CLASS 68 

MEMBERS of the class were utilised to 
work additional Fife Circle passenger 
turns in December. The first day of 
operation, December 8, saw Nos. 68002 
Intrepid and 68007 Valiant in top-and-tail 
mode, being noted on the 1Z13/11.21 
Edinburgh Haymarket-Dunfermline 
Town and later the 1Z16/13.33 
Cowdenbeath-Haymarket among half 
a dozen such trips in between the 
regular 07.35 Cardenden-Haymarket 
and 17.12 Haymarket-Glenrothes, 


while No. 68006 Daring handled the 
other booked 2L69/17.20 Edinburgh 
Waverley-Cardenden turn. The road 
bridge reopened on December 23, when 
Nos. 68003 Astute and 68007 found 
use on the last day of the additional 
loco-hauled diagram. 

On Christmas Eve, No. 68017 Hornet 
was noted in charge of the 4A66/08.43 
Grangemouth-Aberdeen. 

No. 68001 Evolution moved newly 
completed DBSO No. 9710 from Derby 
RTC to Carlisle Kingmoor on December 
10, before teaming up with No. 68017 
on the 6X02/04.22 Crewe Basford 
Hall-Mossend the following morning. 

No. 68001 went on to handle the 17.20 
Edinburgh-Cardenden that evening, 
while No. 68017 made its debut on 
passenger traffic when partnering 
No. 68006 on the Fife Circle additional 
services on December 14. ) 
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Above: An odd working for DBS ‘Shed’ No. 66046 
on December 29, when it was rostered to take 
just three hopper wagons from Warrington 
Arpley to Mountsorrel Sidings (Leicestershire), 
the 6Z43/11.48 departure seen passing Acton 
Bridge, Cheshire. Terry Eyres 


Left: Additional loco-hauled services ran 
between Edinburgh Haymarket and Fife while 
the Forth Road Bridge was closed in December. 
One set was formed of the regular DRS Fife 
Circle rake with top-and-tail Class 68s, while a 
second was formed of Riviera Trains ex-Virgin 
and Anglia Mk.2s top-and-tailed by DBS ‘67s’. 
Filthy No. 67021 is pictured leading the 
1Z64/10.00 Dunfermline Town to Haymarket 
past the edge of Edinburgh Airport at Turnhouse 
on December 10. Classmate No. 67008 was on 
the rear of the train. Note the towers of the old 
and new Forth Road Bridges in the background. 
Steven Brykajlo 
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It is not every day that you can see two HSTs passing Wimbledon depot in south west London. But engineering works on the Great 
Western between Paddington and Reading saw Great Western Railway services diverted to both Marylebone via Banbury (see Headline 
News) and Waterloo via Basingstoke. This shot, taken on December 28, sees the 1Y78/06.45 Penzance to Waterloo cross the 1C84/13.07 
Waterloo to Penzance under the LSWR-built flyover that takes the Up Slow line over the Up and Down Fasts. Nicholas Hair 


No. 73128 OVS Bulleid CBE was hauled 
from Eastleigh Works to Tonbridge by 
No. 66742 on December 21. 

CLASS 90 

A SET of eight Mk.2 coaches, hauled 
by No. 90042, formed the 1S26/23.50 
Euston-Glasgow Central on December 
22, in lieu of the normal sleeping cars 
following strike action by Caledonian 
Sleeper staff. The train was initially 
going to run from King’s Cross, but ran 
as booked via the West Coast, albeit 
very lightly loaded. The coaches were 
returned to Burton the following day 
with No. 90045 in charge from Glasgow 
to Crewe and No. 66720 forward. 

Nos. 90024 and 90029 top-and- 
tailed a football charter (1Z90/11.52 
Euston-Manchester Piccadilly and the 
1Z91/21.40 return) on December 28, 
for Chelsea supporters. 

Two days later, No. 90029 left 
King’s Cross with the 1Z61/05.52 
to Edinburgh via Millerhill where the 
electric locomotive was replaced by 
a pair of DBS Class 66s for the trip to 
Tweedbank. Unfortunately, No. 90029 
was declared a failure prior to the 
return journey (1Z71/17.45 Edinburgh- 


King’s Cross) and No. 67023 powered 
the trip throughout with 90029 dead 
in tow. Both locos then formed part of 
the 0K06/19.46 Wembley Yard-Crewe 
Electric along with Nos. 90035 and 
66167 on the last evening of 2015. 

A trio of Class 90s was 
recorded on December 3, as Nos. 
90024+90021+90039 climbed Beattock 
atop the 6X65/20.28 (Wed) Didcot- 
Mossend. 

No. 90018 has been named The 
Pride ofBellshill and, in order to reach 
Mossend for its naming ceremony, 
it was given the task of hauling 
Royal Mail EMUs Nos. 325006/12/15 
on the diverted 1S96/17.15 Willesden 
PRDC-Shieldmuir via the East Coast Main 
Line on December 7. 

ScotRail-liveried No. 90024 saw 
plenty of use on Christmas mail traffic. 

It was seen at Oxenholme on December 
18, with the 6S02/12.42 Warrington 
RMT-Shieldmuir, an additional daytime 
service it powered regularly in the run up 
to the holiday period. 

CLASS 92 

EARLY on December 5, No. 90045, 
working the 1S25/21.16 Euston- 


Inverness sleeping cars, lost its 
pantograph at Ecclefechan, south of 
Lockerbie. 

Rescue eventually arrived in the 
shape of No. 92018, but the heavy delay 
resulted in the train being terminated at 
Edinburgh. 

GB Railfreight-liveried No. 92032 
IMechE Railway Division had charge of 
the 1M16/20.44 Inverness-Euston on 
December 10 and the 23.50 departure 
from London for Glasgow (1S26) the 
following night. 0 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


BESIDES those credited elsewhere, this 
issue of Rail Express has been made 
possible by the contributions of the 
following readers, to whom the editor 
is most grateful: Stewart Armstrong, 
Nick Brook, Tom Cripps, Brian Hall, 

Andy Harkness, Ryan Hayward, Richard 
Horner, Dave Kirwin, Ian Lothian, Patrick 
Moss, Chris Playfair, Simon Poole, 

Colin Pottle, Robert Sherwood, Jamie 
Squibbs, John Stretton, Tom Swift, 

The Wanderer, Colin Wareing, James 
Wiltshire, Jim York, and many more. 


{ The transfer of Arriva Mk.3 coach 
No. 12182 from Crewe to Wembley LMD 
on December 19, involved ‘young and old’ 
traction in the form of Chiltern’s 
No. 68012 and 1965-vintage No. 37425 
Sir Robert McAlpine/ Concrete Bob. 

Chiltern Railways’ reserve Class 68s 
Nos. 68008 Avenger and 68009 Titan 
were recorded in charge of the 08.41 
Marylebone-Birmingham Moor Street and 
the 10.10 from Marylebone respectively 
on December 15. 

With Carlisle Yard inaccessible from 
the south end following the floods in 
Cumbria, the 6Z05/09.28 Carlisle Yard- 
Basford Hall was reported as initially 
heading north to Beattock on December 
17, where No. 68003 ran round its train 
to gain access to the up line. Next 
day, No. 68001 performed the same 
operation with 6Z05. 


CLASS 70 

WHILE the 10 Colas examples are 
generally to be found on the same 
type of traffic, they do cover plenty of 
ground, particularly in the south. On 
December 5, No. 70802 hauled a train 
of autoballasters from Westbury to St 
Blazey, while No. 70804 took 20 stored 
HHA coal hoppers from Exeter Riverside 
to Barry Island on December 8. 

Passing Kennington Junction 
(Oxfordshire) on the morning of 
December 23, the 6M50/07.55 
Westbury-Bescot had Nos. 70801+ 
70804+70807+70802 ‘up front’. That 
same afternoon saw Nos. 70803+ 
70806+70809+70810+70808 pass 
the same spot in convoy while heading 
to Hinksey Yard ready for Christmas 
engineering work. On December 10, 
6M50 was formed of Nos. 70807+59204 
atop two RHTT tank wagons, the Class 
59/2 being destined for attention at 
Crewe Electric. 

Elsewhere, No. 70803 had charge 
of the 5X58/22.02 Doncaster Wabtec- 
Wimbledon on December 4, with EMU 
No. 458514 in tow, while No. 70809 
performed similarly on December 21, 
with No. 458517. On December 29, No. 
70806 ran light from Cardiff Canton to 
Chester (via Crewe and later Wrexham) 
to undertake training duties. The loco 
returned to Cardiff on December 31, 
following further circular trips between 
Chester, Shrewsbury and Crewe. 


CLASS 73 

PASSING Wellingborough during 
the afternoon of December 5, the 
3M05/11.27 Tonbridge West Yard-Derby 
RTC had Nos. 37604 and 73138 at either 
end of the stock. 

On December 12, No. 73963 took 
a RHTT set from Eastleigh to Tonbridge 
following maintenance, while Nos. 73965 
and 73962 moved the preserved 4-VEP 
unit No. 3417 from Ilford to Strawberry 
Hill late on December 22. 

Following the Christmas shutdown, 
two snow and ice treatment train test 
runs were undertaken on December 27. 
Both trains commenced their journey at 
Tonbridge with Nos. 73107 and 73136 
top-and-tailing a trip via Redhill, Three 
Bridges and Horsham, while Nos. 73119 
and 73201 headed off to Wadhurst and 
Hastings. Repainted into GBRf colours, 
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SHUNTER SPOT 


DB Schenker shunter fleet 
reduced to six in service 

Only half a dozen of the operator’s Class 08/09s were serviceable as 2015 ended 
will they survive for another year? 


CONTINUING the theme of much of the 
year, 2015 ended with the DB Schenker 
shunter fleet once again facing great 
uncertainty. 

Only six of the allocation were 
operational on December 31, namely 
Nos. 08428 at Warrington Arpley, 08632 
at Mossend, 08703 at Immingham, 

08742 at Oxford Hinksey Yard, 08752 at 
Tyne Yard and, finally, 08904 at Eastleigh 
Yard. Of these six, No. 08703 spent a 
week in the WQAA stored pool between 
December 13-21 before being reinstated. 

Less fortunate was No. 08623, 
which was stored on December 13 
at Hoo Junction. Two days later, the 
shunter was deposited at Bescot where 


it is due to undergo a D-exam and 
ultrasonic axle testing. 

UNCERTAIN FUTURE 

THE last day of 2015 brought further 
bad news with Nos. 08799 and 09106 
both being stored in WQAA. The latter 
may only be a short term absentee 
from traffic though as it was stopped 
at Knottingley for an A-exam and minor 
repairs. More uncertain is the future of 
No. 08799, which is now side-lined at 
Westbury and overdue a major E-exam. 
Given that no DBS shunter has been 
authorised for this level of work for 
quite some time, it may have worked 
its last train. Also seemingly finished 


is No. 08879, which, despite residing 
in the operational WSRC pool, has lain 
unrepaired at Margam since June with 
engine issues. 

Resurrected for use as internal 
pilot at Wigan Springs Branch, No. 
08605 was outshopped in DBS red in 
early December, it now carrying the 
identity of ‘Wigan 2’ instead of its TOPS 
number. This follows on from previous 
incumbent No. 08877, which was 
‘Wigan 1’. 

Finally, the five Class 08s put up for 
sale on November 30, Nos. 08630/76, 
08737, 08802/86, were transferred to 
the WQDA surplus pool on 
December 27. 


NEWS ROUND-UP 


ARLINGTON 

THE new owner of No. 08567 has been 
confirmed as Arlington Fleet Services, 
it arriving at Eastleigh Works from 
Crewe Electric on December 3. Stored 
in October 2012, the shunter was 
subsequently denied an E-exam and 
crank repairs by DB Schenker. The loco 
will now be overhauled by Arlington for 
use as a pilot at the works. 

EAST MIDLANDS TRAINS 

THE Neville Hill shunter fleet has been 
restored to full strength following the 
return of No. 08950 on December 23. 

It had been away at LH Group Services 
undergoing repairs since October 1. 

FREIGHTLINER 

FRESH from a D-exam, No. 08624 was 
collected from LH Group Services on 
December 10 and taken to Felixstowe. 
Now carrying the current Freightliner 
livery, it took the place of No. 08531, 
which had made the reverse journey 
six days earlier for another round of 
repairs. 


SOMERSET BOUND: 

The latest Class 08 to be 
overhauled by Arlington 
Fleet Services is No. 
08947 for Mendip Rail. 
Resident at Eastleigh 
Works since May 2013, 
the shunter initially 
saw use as works pilot 
before the overhaul 
commenced. Pictured on 
December 23, the loco 
was removed by road 
later that day destined 
for Whatley Quarry. As 
part of the repairs, new 
LED lights have been 
fitted and a repaint into 
Mendip Rail blue carried 
out. Meanwhile, the first 
week of December saw 
stablemate No. 08650 
moved by road from the 
Isle of Grain to Wishaw 
to allow traction motor 
repairs to be carried out 
by Traditional Traction. 
Carl Watson 
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f New duties for Traditional Traction ‘08s’ 


LOCATION UPDATE 


Barrow Hill: 08824, 08924. 

Bescot: 08623. 

Chasewater Railway: 08441. 
Eastleigh Works: 08567. 
Felixstowe: 08624. 

Garston: 08502. 

LH Group Services, Barton-under- 
Needwood: 08531. 

MoD Bicester: 01525. 

Moveright, Wishaw: 08511, 08650. 
Neville Hill: 08950. 

Tata Steel, Trostre: 08870. 

Toton: 08578, 08653, 08701 
Vale of Berkeley Railway: 03069. 
Whatley: 08947. 


THE new year could be an interesting 
one for the Traditional Traction shunter 
fleet, with the company understood 
to have acquired at least one new hire 
contract. 

The past few months have also 
seen Nos. 08441 and 08670 undergo 
significant attention at the company’s 
maintenance base at Wishaw, this 
culminating in both locos receiving a 
new dark-grey livery with black roof 
and red solebars. 

Initially left without logos or 
numbers, No. 08670 departed the 
Warwickshire yard for testing at the 
Chasewater Railway around December 
10, it returning six days later for 


finishing off. Its place was taken on the 
16th by similarly unbranded 
No. 08441, this remaining at the 
preserved line over the festive period. 

It was due to return to Wishaw in 
early January to receive the logos of 
Traditional Traction’s sister company 
Railway Support Services before the 
pair head off on the new hire job. 

As December ended, No. 08484 
was also undergoing a repaint at 
Shildon, courtesy of Locomotion, 
before departing for pastures new. 
Meanwhile, No. 08511 had arrived back 
at Wishaw from Felixstowe around 
December 10 in order to 
receive repairs. 


HNRC 

THE delivery of No. 08502 to Garston 
was finally achieved on December 20, 
almost two months after the shunter 
left Barrow Hill. Following the aborted 
attempt on November 26, ground 
improvement works were required 
before the low-loader could try again. 
The next day saw No. 08924 removed 
from the Liverpool car terminal 
destined for maintenance at Barrow 
Hill. 

Recent acquisition No. 08824 
was collected from Crewe Electric 
on December 4 and also taken to the 
Derbyshire roundhouse site to await its 
turn for attention. As the year ended, 
similarly sold Nos. 08578, 08653 and 
08701 were ready for removal from 
Toton, having been dug out from 
the training compound area before 
Christmas to be de-fuelled. 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

WITH rail operations at Shoeburyness 
largely finished, resident Class 01/5 
No. 01525 was removed by road in 
mid-December, it being taken to 
MoD Bicester to join several of its 
classmates. 

RIVIERA TRAINS 

SOMEWHAT belatedly, Riviera’s 
two Class 08s have been formally 
transferred to the RTSO shunter pool, 
the long overdue reallocation from 
HNRL taking place on December 14. 

No. 08507 is currently located at Crewe 
Carriage Shed with No. 08704 at Burton. 

RMS LOCOTEC 

DECEMBER 8 saw No. 08870 arrive 
at Tata Steel’s Trostre Works in West 
Wales, it having departed Wolsingham 
the previous day. Not a location 
recently associated with ex-BR 
shunters, No. 08375 was the last 
Class 08 to be located here between 
December 2009 and November 2010. 


February 2016 RAIL EXPRESS 91 



UNITARY AUTHORITY 


David Russell 


Thameslink ‘Desiro’ deliveries continue 


Testing continues as Govia Thameslink Railway prepares to launch Class 700 EMUs into service in spring. 


THE fourth Class 700 Thameslink 
‘Desiro’ arrived at the new Three 
Bridges depot on December 16. No. 
700110 was moved on the 6X66/03.15 
Dollands Moor-Three Bridges behind 
No. 66702 Blue Lightning after its 
previous arrival via the Channel Tunnel. 
The unit joined Nos. 700106-108 
already at the depot, while a further set 
No. 700109 was scheduled for delivery 
on January 6. 

Testing of 24-car formations (i.e. 
two Class 700/ls) began on December 
9, when Nos. 700107+700108 worked 
the 5X69/22.05 Three Bridges- 
Leagrave and 5X70/00.12 return. Two 


nights previously, the pair had been 
out individually, No. 700107 working 
to Bedford and then Brighton, with 
No. 700108 working to Cricklewood 
and back. 

The first Class 700 units are due 
to be put into service around the end 
of March, when six Class 387/1 units 
will be released for transfer to Great 
Western Railway. A further four sets 
are scheduled for transfer at the end 
of April, with the remainder following in 
February 2017 (eight units) and March 
2017 (11 units). The first ‘387s’ are not 
expected to enter service with GWR 
until the end of the year. 0 


Right: A vision of the Thameslink future at Bedford on December 17, as 12-car set 
No. 700106 waits to leave with the 5X02 test service to Brighton. Colin Pottle 
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CLASS 143 ‘PACER’ 

SIGNALLING problems on December 
7 resulted in the 2C43/06.23 Bristol 
Parkway-Penzance being worked by 
Nos. 143618+143612 from Newton 
Abbot to its destination, providing the 
rare appearance of a Class 143 at the 
Cornish terminus. While Class 142s 
were regular visitors in the 1980s as 
‘Skippers’, the Class 143 fleet has only 
made occasional visits previously. The 
pair returned east on the 2P86/11.41 
Penzance-Plymouth. 

December 28 saw another 
deviation from the usual Class 143 
workings when No. 143618 performed 


the 2P93/15.50 Exeter-Plymouth. 

CLASS 150 ‘SPRINTER’ 

NOW in GWR green, No. 150232 
returned from Wolverton to St Philip’s 
Marsh after attention on December 22. 

CLASS 159 ‘SPRINTER EXPRESS’ 

THE second Class 159/1 to undergo 
refurbishment, No. 159102, was 
released on November 27 and 
returned south on the 5Z59/11.14 
Brush, Loughborough-Salisbury. 

Moving the opposite way on December 
2, No. 159101 was noted passing 
Cheltenham on 5Z60/08.02 Salisbury- 
Brush, Loughborough. 

CLASS 166 ‘TURBO’ 


A CAR from No. 166209, DMCO 

No. 58109, arrived at Brodie, Kilmarnock 

by road in mid-December for repairs. 

It had been stopped since November 
16, after suffering an engine fire while 
working a Gatwick Airport to Reading 
service. The centre car from the set, 

No. 58609, has been temporarily added 
to No. 165128 to make it up to three- 
car formation. 

Newly overhauled No. 166210 was 
back in traffic by December 16, while 
No. 166212 returned to Reading from 
Wolverton on December 23. 

CLASS 168 ‘TURBOSTAR’ 

TWO Class 168s damaged after striking 
trees on December 6 were sent away 
for repair on December 23. Nos. 168113 


and 168325, the latter having only 
entered service a few weeks earlier 
following conversion from No. 170305, 
departed as the 5Z16/12.30 Aylesbury- 
Wolverton, which ran via High Wycombe 
and Acton. 

CLASS 170 ‘TURBOSTAR’ 

GREATER Anglia’s No. 170208 was 
despatched for a C4 overhaul on 
December 5, working the 5Z70/09.09 
Norwich Crown Point-Brush, 
Loughborough. 

CLASS 172 ‘TURBOSTAR’ 

THREE undamaged vehicles from the 
two London Midland units that have 
suffered engine fires in recent months, 
Nos. 172333/338, have been formed 
together to create a hybrid set. The 
mixed set is made up of 
Nos. 50338+56333+79333. 


DEMU 


CLASS 201 & 202 ‘HASTINGS’ 

ON December 5, ‘Hastings’ unit 
No. 1001 worked the 1Z84/07.36 
Hastings-Salisbury and 1Z85/17.10 
return ‘Salisbury Star 2’ railtour (see 
picture on page 71). Two weeks later, 
it made its annual trip from Hastings 
to Kensington Olympia on the ‘Olympia 
Express’ private charter to the London 
International Horse Show. 


EMU 


CLASS 318 

HEADING back to Scotland following 
its overhaul, No. 318263 was noted 
passing Alnmouth on December 7 as 
the 5Z20/15.37 Wabtec, Doncaster- 
Glasgow Shields. 

CLASS 319 

FOLLOWING completion of its overhaul, 
No. 319422 worked the 5M81/08.22 
Wolverton-Bedford on December 5. 
Moving to Wolverton for attention later 
in the month were Nos. 319458/59. 



TYSELEY TYRE TRIP: The Rail Operations Group undertook a further move for London Midland across Birmingham on December 
8 of a Class 323 from Soho depot to Tyseley for tyre turning. This time Class 56 No. 56301, still in ex-Fastline colours, was utilised 
and the 5Z48/13.45 departure from Soho is seen passing the site of the long-closed Sutton Park station running more than an hour 
early. John Whitehouse 
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UNITARY AUTHORITY 



RUSH HOUR AT DOVEY JUNCTION: A busy moment at the remote railway outpost in Powys on December 15 sees (from 
left) No. 158829 working the 1J09/10.29 Shrewsbury-Aberystwyth, No. 158835 the 1G35/11.30 Aberystwyth-Birmingham 
International, and 158840 the 2G35/09.34 Pwllheli-Birmingham International. The latter two left separately but are booked to join 
up at Machynlleth. Jim Scott 


No. 319218 Croydon has lost its 
Lyca Mobile advert in favour of GTR 
livery, emerging in its new colour 
scheme on December 19, when it 
operated the 5M81/08.22 Wolverton- 
Bedford. 

CLASS 320 

DECEMBER 23 saw No. 320306 
sent away for overhaul, No. 47847 
undertaking the move, which ran as the 
5X48/11.20 Shields-Glasgow Works. 

CLASS 321 

ONE of the former London Midland units 
destined for transfer to ScotRail later 
this year, No. 321417, undertook a 
5Z21/12.27 Wolverton-llford working on 
December 24. The seven units will be 
reduced to three-car formation and are 
expected to be renumbered as 
Nos. 320411-417. 

Greater Anglia’s No. 321321 moved 
to Wabtec, Doncaster for ‘Renatus’ 
refurbishment on December 22, joining 
Nos. 321303/304 on site. 

CLASS 325 

ON December 18, No. 325002 returned 
from its visit to Toton’s paint shop, 
being hauled by No. 67028 on the 
5Z25/10.45 Toton-Crewe Electric. 

CLASS 334 ‘JUNIPER’ 

OUT of action since October 14, when it 
struck a stolen vehicle, which had been 
placed on the line near Uphall, 

No. 334016, was moved from Polmadie # 
to Brodie, Kilmarnock for bodywork 
repairs on December 22. Traction was 
provided by Nos. 47847 and 66722 
running in top-and-tail mode. 

CLASS 357 ‘ELECTROSTAR’ 

TWO more units have undergone 
conversion to ‘high density’ sets with 
the removal of a number of seats 
to create extra standing capacity. 

Nos. 357212/228 were renumbered to 
Nos. 357312/328 during December. 

CLASS 365 ‘NETWORKER’ 

NEWLY overhauled No. 365536 returned 
to Hornsey on November 20 following 
overhaul at Bombardier, Ilford. 

CLASS 375 ‘ELECTROSTAR’ 

OVERHAULS and repaints of the Class 
375/6 sub-fleet are continuing apace 
at Bombardier, Derby. In the early hours 
of November 28, No. 37884 emerged 
from the site with Nos. 375616 and 
375620, departing with the pair as 
the 5Q58/03.09 Derby Litchurch 
Lane-Ramsgate. The loco returned to 
Derby with No. 375615 in tow. A week 
later (December 5), the Class 37 took 
No. 375626 back to Ramsgate after 
attention before bringing No. 375610 
Royal Tunbridge Wells north on the 
5Q57/14.43 Ramsgate-Derby Litchurch 
Lane. The latter train ran again on 
December 12, No. 375625 leaving 
Ramsgate behind No. 37884. 

The final moves of the year, 
which used the same loco once again, 
took place on December 19, when 
newly overhauled No. 375615 was 
taken back to Ramsgate following its 
overhaul, and No. 375607 arrived at 


Derby for attention. 

Stopped since it hit a herd of 
cows near Wye on July 26, No. 375703 
undertook a test run from Ramsgate 
to Faversham and back on December 
16. The damaged car from the set, 
Driving Motor Composite Open (DMCO) 
No. 67833, had returned to Ramsgate 
from Wolverton six days previously. 

The set returned to normal service on 
December 18. 

CLASS 378 ‘CAPITALSTAR’ 

THE additional cars to make the 
remaining five ‘Capitalstar’ units up to 
five-car formation, Nos. 38433/34/55- 
57, were released on December 2. 

No. 66094 hauled the newly constructed 
vehicles as the 7X01/21.17 Derby 
Litchurch Lane-Wembley, after which 
they were moved to New Cross to be 
inserted into the relevant units. 

Nos. 38433/34 were in traffic 
by December 16 (formed in Nos. 
378233/34), while Nos. 378255-57 had 
gained Nos. 38455-57 by December 23, 
completing the Class 378 extension 
programme. 

CLASS 387 ‘ELECTROSTAR’ 

DECEMBER 1 saw the sixth new ‘Gatwick 
Express’ set, No. 387206, released 
from Bombardier, Derby, moving to 
Bletchley for testing behind No. 66519. 
The same movement (the 7X33/17.13 
Derby Litchurch Lane-Bletchley) ran on 
December 9, No. 66526 Driver Steve 
Dunn ( George ) taking No. 387207 for 
testing, while on December 16, No. 
66514 emerged with No. 387208. The 
final delivery of the year occurred on 


December 22, when No. 387209 was 
released from Derby, departing for 
Bletchley behind No. 66614. 

A test run on December 8 saw 
Nos. 387203/206 run from Bletchley 
to Brighton and back, and the next day 
the same pair ran to Wembley and then 
to Crewe. No. 387206 reached Crewe 
again on December 11, this time with 
No. 387207, and the same pair were 
observed heading for Brighton four days 
later. 

December 16 saw No. 387207 
run to Brighton again, this time with 
No. 387203 and on December 22 a 
12-car formation, comprising Nos. 
387208+387205+387207, worked the 
5B89/08.36 Bletchley-Bletchley via 
Brighton test run. 

CLASS 458 ‘JUNIPER’ 

THE last two Class 458/0 units, which 
were both removed from service in 
November, have both been transported 
by road to Wabtec for conversion to 
Class 458/5. The first to be moved was 
No. 8021, which arrived at the beginning 
of December, and this was followed 
by No. 8016, all four cars leaving 
Wimbledon on December 9-10. 

On December 4, newly converted 
No. 458514, which has become a 
five-car set with the addition of No. 
74407, was released and returned to 
South West Trains behind No. 70803 on 
the 5X58/22.02 Wabtec, Doncaster- 
Wimbledon. 

Another set emerged six days later, 
No. 458506, formed with extra car No. 
74436, departing on the 5X58/20.16 
Wabtec, Doncaster-Wimbledon, hauled 


by No. 70803. The last set to emerge 
in 2015 was No. 458517, which arrived 
back at Wimbledon from Doncaster 
on December 22, No. 70809 having 
provided traction. No. 74426 is the fifth 
car in the set. 

Nos. 458512/513/515/523 all 
entered service during December, 
bringing the operational fleet up to 27 
examples, with a further two sets that 
had previously returned to traffic (Nos. 
458501/518) being out of use with fire 
and side scrape damage respectively. 

Several cars from No. 458501 
moved to Alstom’s Wembley site 
from Loughborough and Doncaster 
during December. The four sets still at 
Doncaster undergoing conversion, Nos. 
458507/516/521/528 will gain former 
Class 460 car Nos. 74406/408/428/438 
as their additional cars. At Wimbledon 
for testing before entering service 
in late December were Nos. 
458506/514/517. 

CLASS 465 ‘NETWORKER’ 

ON December 5, No. 465908 was 
released by South Eastern for overhaul, 
and was taken away by No. 66717 Good 
Old Boy on the 5X89/11.30 Slade Green- 
Wabtec, Doncaster. The ‘Networked 
joined classmate No. 465934 at 
Doncaster. 

CLASS 508 

FOLLOWING a spell at Allely’s yard at 
Studley (Warwickshire), Class 508 DMSO 
No. 64720, formerly part of No. 508210, 
was moved to Veolia Environmental 
Services at Hinckley for scrapping during 
the first half of December. 
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COACH COMPARTMENT 


David Russell 


Chiltern Railways slam-door 
Mk.3 suffers fire damage 


CHILTERN RAILWAYS SLAM-DOOR MK.3 FLEET 


Number 

Type 

Status (as of late December) 

11029 

FO* 

In traffic, still blue/grey 

11031 

FO 

In traffic, still blue/grey 

12017 

TSO 

Undergoing overhaul/repaint at Barton Hill 

12043 

TSO 

In traffic, repainted in Chiltern livery 

12054 

TSO 

In traffic, still blue/grey 

12094 

TSO 

Fire damaged, now at Barton Hill 

12119 

TSO 

In traffic, still blue/grey 

12182 

TSO 

In traffic, on hire from Arriva Trains Wales 


Note: * Has a TSO interior. 


IN BRIEF 


LOCOMOTIVE SERVICES 
ACQUIRES GENERATOR VAN 

DB Schenker has disposed of Mk.l 
Generator Van No. 6311 to Locomotive 
Services Ltd, the vehicle moving from 
Toton to Crewe by road during the week 
ending December 25. It was one of three 
former BGs (Brake Gangway) originally 
converted for use on Sleeper services 
between Edinburgh and Aberdeen/ 
Inverness. 

BARRIER COACH UPDATE 

AFTER a protracted overhaul, which 
involved visits to both Springburn and 
Wolverton, Mk.4 barrier coaches Nos. 
6352/53 arrived back at Bounds Green 
in mid-December. At the same time, 

Nos. 6355/59 were sent to Wolverton 
for attention. Also now at Wolverton 
are four HST barrier coaches, Nos. 
6344/46/93/94, all of which arrived 
from Springburn during the month. 

DRS DEVELOPMENTS 

THE third overhauled Mk2f DBSO, 

No. 9710, emerged from RVEL, Derby 
on December 10, and departed for 
Kingmoor behind No. 68001 Evolution. 


ATW vehicle loaned to 
Chiltern to provide cover. 

ONE of two coaches from the Banbury 
commuter ‘slam-door’ Mk.3 set to have 
recently been painted into Chiltern 
Railways silver, Tourist Standard Open 
(TSO) No. 12094, was damaged on 
December 11 when an air conditioning 
unit caught fire, requiring the attention 
of three fire appliances. 

The coach, which had only been 
released from overhaul on October 
31, suffered internal damage and 
returned to Bristol for repairs on 
December 21, Nos. 56312 and 56303 
supplying traction for the move as 
the 5Z35/15.01 Wembley LMD-Bristol 
Barton Hill. 

To provide cover while No. 12094 
is out of action, DB Regio has loaned 
a TSO from one of its other Train 
Operating Companies. No. 12182, 
which is an Arriva Trains Wales vehicle, 


moved south on the 5A68/07.15 
Crewe CS-Wembley LMD on December 
19, sandwiched between Nos. 68012 
and 37425 Sir Robert McAlpine/ 
Concrete Bob. Details of the Chiltern 
‘slam-door’ fleet can be found in the 
list (above). 

Earlier in the month, on December 
7, No. 12043 had returned following 
overhaul and repaint into Chiltern 
colours, No. 31601 Devon Diesel 


Society hauling the coach as the 
5Z34/10.04 Barton Hill-Wembley 
LMD. The loco then returned to 
Bristol with another blue/grey TSO, 
No. 12017. 

On December 10, the same Brush 
Type 2 moved plug door-fitted 
No. 12608, which had been at Barton 
Hill since November 16, back to 
Wembley and then took No. 12604 
away for overhaul. 0 


SHEDTALK 


Correct to January 1, 2016 

Allocations 

1699 deleted (preserved) 

3100 RTCO-MBCS 

3144 RTCO-RTCS 

3181 MBCS-MNXX 

3330/44/48/84 RTCO-MBCS 

3426 RTCO-MBCS 

5040 RTCO-RTCS 

5276 RTCO-RTCS 

5647 MBCS-MNXX 

5989 MBCS-MNXX 

6107 deleted (cut) 

17077 RTCO-RTCS 
92936 RTCO-RTCS 
94462/88 RTCO-RTCS 


Riviera coaches hired for Caledonian Sleepers 



After use the previous 
night between 
Euston and Glasgow 
Central instead of the 
Caledonian Sleeper 
service, whose staff 
were on strike, 
Freightliner’s No. 

90045 hauls the empty 
rake of Riviera stock 
past Winwick Junction, 
Cheshire, as the 5Z26 
Glasgow Central-Burton 
on December 23. No. 
66720 replaced the ‘90’ 
at Crewe. Andy Mason 


Riviera Trains 

All Mk.2 Air Conditioned coaches 
were transferred from EH - CD in 
2013, then CD -EH in 2015 

Stored/stopped locations 

Carnforth: 94525/26/42 
Crewe South: 94538 
Cardiff Canton: 96602 
Derby RVEL: 9508 


Sold 

Mid Norfolk Railway: 3385, 9513 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

ON PAGE 76 


A SHORTAGE of operational Mk.2 vehicles 
for Caledonian Sleeper services, largely 
caused by a number of coaches requiring 
attention to wheelflats, resulted in a 
pair of hired-in Riviera Trains vehicles 
(Restaurant First Open No. 1212 and 
Brake Standard Open No. 9507) being 
used as the seated vehicles on the 
Edinburgh-Fort William portion for a period 
from November 21. 

A further Riviera coach, the InterCity- 
liveried BSO No. 9526, was also hired for 
use on Euston-Edinburgh services - the 
lack of a serviceable brake vehicle for 


DRIVING Van Trailer (DVT) No. 82102 went 
to Brush, Loughborough for attention on 
November 19, leaving Norwich behind 
No. 66427. It returned as the 5Z52/13.14 
from Brush behind No. 57306 on 
December 23. 

On November 26, the same ‘57’ had 
brought Nos. 11068 and 12016 back 


these trains had resulted in a number of 
cancellations in the week leading up to 
this coach being put into use. 

A strike by Caledonian Sleeper 
crews on the night of December 22/23 
saw a rake of eight Riviera coaches 
used to work the 1S26/23.50 Euston- 
Glasgow Central service on December 
23. The train was made up of Generator 
Van/Staff Coach No. 17105 and 
seated coaches Nos. 3390, 5921/64, 
6042/51/67 and 6158. 

ScotRail also hired six coaches from 
Riviera Trains for use on the additional 


to Norwich from Wolverton following 
overhaul. November 30 saw No. 47790 
Galloway Princess employed on a move 
to Wolverton with Nos. 12042/99 in tow 
and, on December 14, the ‘47’ and No. 
57310 Pride of Cumbria took Nos. 11070 
and 12060 away as the 5Z55/08.59 
Norwich Crown Point-Wolverton. The 


Forth Bridge shuttles, which ran from 
December 9-23 while the main road 
bridge was closed for repairs resulting 
in more people travelling by train. The 
coaches used were Nos. 3333, 5950/98, 
6024/54 and 9520. 

Two of the final Riviera coaches to 
leave Crewe were TSO Nos. 5910 and 
6141, which departed behind No. 31601 
Devon Diesel Society as the 5Z31/14.30 
Crewe South Yard-Burton on November 
25. Three other coaches (Nos. 80042, 
92303/936) were transferred between 
the two depots by road in October. 


move also included DRS Mk.2f TSO No. 
5919, and the two locos continued to 
Crewe with this coach. 

Coaches returning to Norwich after 
overhaul included Nos. 10403 and 12049 
on December 8 (hauled by No. 37422) 
and Nos. 11100 and 12097, transferred 
by No. 57310 on December 22. 


Greater Anglia overhauls continue at Wolverton Works 
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WAGONS ROLL 


DBS big red box programme - the story so far 

With pre-assembled boxes arriving on a regular basis from Scandinavia, Axiom at Stoke-on-Trent is ramping up 
the programme of BDA to MXA box wagon conversions. 


DESPITE some six decades of service, 
the hardy Bogie Bolster D wagons 
refuse to bow out from regular service. 
Some 3000 wagons were built during 
the 1950s based on a LMS/LNER 
design. About half of the survivors 
were air-braked, fitted with Y25 
bogies and revised bolsters under a 
refurbishment scheme undertaken at 
Ashford and Shildon from 1977 to 1981, 
Their numbers have been culled in the 
intervening years, but DB Schenker has 
selected the design for conversion to 
MXA bogie box wagons. 

Three prototypes were converted 
earlier this year, all at the workshops of 


the DBS subsidiary Axiom Rail in 
Stoke-on-Trent: MXA (ex-BDA) No. 
950231 in February, MVA (ex-BBA) No. 
910164 in April and MUA (ex-BAA) No. 
900241 in May. 

MXA PRODUCTION RUN 

The MXA type has been the first to 
be given a production run, with at 
least 160 expected to be converted 
before the middle of next year. At 
the time of writing, some 45 have 
been completed and have left Axiom 
for Warrington Arpley and the wider 
network. There are a further eight 
refurbished chassis awaiting the 


fitment of boxes (Nos. 950858/65/932, 
951105/29/31/42/86), with 
approximately 25 other donor vehicles 
on site. 

The first production example to be 
completed was No. 950901, which was 
reported fitted with its box in the last 
week of October. This was quickly joined 
by Nos. 951158 and 950291 before 
the end of the same month. So far 
there seem to be three different TOPS 
design codes allocated to the rebuilds: 
MX005A, MX006A and MX007A. 

Like the HKA conversions, the MXAs 
are also now receiving ‘paper’ UIC/ERA 
12-digit numbers in the 82 70 4703 


xxx series, along with the UIC code Sns 
(which relates to the chassis rather 
than the box). These are not numbered 
sequentially in order of rebuilding date 
or original number. The six-digit TOPS 
identity continues to be the reportable 
number. 

NUMBERS GAP 

Of the MXAs completed, there is a gap 
between Nos. 82 70 4703 006-5 and 
82 70 4703 042-0. Most notable is the 
completion of 82 70 4703 160-0, all on 
its own some 75 numbers higher than 
any other wagon so far outshopped 
from Axiom Rail! 0 


DEVELOPMENTS 


■ ARLINGTON FLEET SERVICES: 

Eastleigh Works-based YVQ Weltrol No. 
ADB 900922 has been spotted carrying 
a new loadbank, which has been painted 
in Arlington's green house livery. 

■ COLAS RAIL: No. 70804 was tasked 
with moving Colas’ stored ex-FLHH coal 
hoppers from Exeter Riverside Yard 

on December 8. The Class 70/8 was 
recorded with HHAs Nos. 370252/63/ 
7/8/74/6/80/2/3/5/7/8/90-2/6/300- 
2/4 working the 4B70/09.00 to Barry 
Island in South Wales. Meanwhile, on 
November 10, orange/yellow ‘Tug’ No. 
60047 transferred eight of the stored 
IWA timber carriers (identities unknown) 
from Eastleigh Works to the Pullman 
Rail workshops at Cardiff Canton (also 
owned by Colas). The train was the 
6Z60/07.31 Eastleigh-Canton Sidings. 

■ DB SCHENKER: December saw 
the return of the Anglo-Scottish 
Christmas additional mail trains run 
with VGA/VKA vans. Usually routed 
via the WCML, the 7th-8th saw No. 
66077 in charge of the 6M03/05.20 
Shieldmuir RMT-Warrington RMT 
empties via the ECML and Stalybridge 
due to flooding, formed of VGA Nos. 
210446/56/500/58/65/94/618/34 and 
VKA Nos. 210483/526/75/96/603/48. 
Three more dedicated aggregates HTA-E 
wagons have been converted. Nos. 
310686/726/91 were all reported on 
TOPS with the new coding. They have 
also been allocated the HT051B TOPS 
design code, which is different to the 
HT051F designation given to the first 
two vehicles (see October 2015 issue). 

■ DRAX POWER: WH Davis has 
commenced work on a further 50 IIA 
Tafoos biomass hoppers for Drax. The 
number series continues on from the 
previous 200 wagons, with the latest 
batch to be numbered Nos. 83 70 0698 
201-250. The first delivery comprised 
just five wagons, Nos. 83 70 0698 
205-7, 206-5, 207-3, 208-1 and 209-9. 
They departed Langwith Junction on 
November 26 as the 4Z66 WH Davies- 
Milford Sidings behind No. 66065. 

■ FREIGHTLINER HEAVY HAUL: There are 


r 


only six HHAs to report that made the 
trip to CF Booth for cutting in the period 
under review. On November 26, No. 
66599 delivered Nos. 370307/28/37, 
while the following Tuesday (December 
1) it was the turn of Nos. 370311/23/43 
to head to South Yorkshire. 

■ GB RAILFREIGHT: With Drax ordering 
more biomass hoppers, GBRf has decided 
to further modify members of its HYA/ 
IIA fleet for aggregates use. On October 
29, No. 47815 collected former biomass 
conversion No. 375051 from WH Davis. 
The most notable difference is the loss 
of the covered roof. Sadly, the graffiti on 
the side of the wagon was not attended 
to at the same time, unusual for such an 
image-conscious company as GBRf. The 
Riviera ‘Brush 4’ was back at Shirebrook 
on December 9 to collect a rake of 12 
converted HYAs (identities unknown) 
which had arrived just seven days earlier 
behind No. 66764. 

■ GE RAIL SERVICES: Murco TEAs Nos. 
GERS 89019 and GERS 89020 have 
been repaired and given a new coat of 
red paint at Arlington Fleet Services, 
Eastleigh. They departed the Hampshire 
site in late October behind Freightliner’s 
No. 66420. 

■ NETWORK RAIL: The national 
infrastructure owner has taken 
ownership of its first Kirow crane. The 
106.4-tonne heavy duty KRC1200UK, 
which can perform lifts of up to 
125-tonnes, is the fourth such vehicle 
to operate in the UK. Numbered 

No. 99 70 9319 013-7 (TOPS code 
ZOA-K, design code ZO068A), it is also 
expected to carry the departmental 
plant number DRK 81614. Other units 
are owned by Balfour Beatty, Colas 
Rail and Volker Rail. The crane arrived 
at Dollands Moor on the last day of 
November but was not added to stock 
until December 9. 

Three ex-EWS/DBS FCA wagons 
have been modified to work with 
NR’s new toy. Their numbers are not 
currently known, but they have been 
kitted out as a support/tool vehicle, 
counterweight wagon and beam/ 


extension wagon. This is similar to the 
three other Kirow KRC1200UK cranes, 
which all use new-build KFAs from 
Trinity Rail/Astra Rail of a similar design. 
All are renumbered in the No. 97401-18 
series (various prefixes). It remains to 
be seen if NR’s three wagons will join 
them in this series. 

Also new is the second Robel 
69.60/4-UK Mobile Maintenance System 
(MMS), Nos. DR97502, DR97602 and 
DR97802, which hit the country in early 
November. It made its first trip under its 
own power on the 6th, working an 09.58 
West Ealing Plasser Sidings-Paddock 
Wood Keylands Sidings trip. 

■ WH DAVIS: The Nottinghamshire 
wagon builder continues to pick 
up regular work. The Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority has awarded 
the company a contract to build five 
‘new generation’ flask wagons, which 
will replace examples of the 
Procor/BREL-built fleet of FNAs from the 
1980s. NDA’s train-operating subsidiary 


Direct Rail Services is acting as project 
manager for the order and the wagons 
are expected to be delivered in the third 
quarter of 2016. 

■ DISPOSALS: As well as reducing FLHH 
hoppers to scrap metal, CF Booth, 
Rotherham has been accepting a large 
number of ex-VTG Rail UK wagons from 
long-term storage at Long Marston. 

The following arrived in late November/ 
early December: JXA No. VTG 3005, PNA 
Nos. VTG 3759/60/4/8/72/7/83/5, 

TTA kerosene tanks Nos. BPO 
53722/4/6/30/1/5/40/2, TTA methanol 
tanks Nos. BRT 57501/3, TEA Nos. VTG 
80163/7/562/5/6, TEA Nos. RLS 82208, 
VTG 82213, VTG 87105/16/8/71/80/ 
219/22/325/33/478/799 and BPO 
87166/7/87/261/485/563/5/72/5/6/ 
9/580/3/669. Another arrival at Booth’s 
was KSA ‘cube’ No. 33 70 4739 053-5. 

Meanwhile, down the road at Ron 
Hull Jr’s yard, BBA No. 910007 (from 
Axiom Rail, Stoke) was in the process of 
being cut up. 



NEW STONE FLOW: The new Hope Construction Materials terminal at Bevois 
Park, Southampton, received its first trainload of aggregates on December 14, 
marking the start of a five-year deal with DB Schenker to transport stone from the 
quarry at Dowlow to 10 locations across the country. No. 66018 worked into the 
new facility with 10 MBA Megabox wagons (Nos. 500029/30/9/49/65/80/6/16 
1/4/82), which had travelled down from Derbyshire as the 6Z16/02.00 Buxton to 
* Southampton Up Yard, and is pictured after arrival and unloading. Dave Kirwin 
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William Watson & Alan McFerran 


GMs feature on main line ‘Santa Specials’ 

Three RPSI charters from Dublin were booked for diesels, while another rescues a failed steam locomotive. 


EVERY year during the lead up to 
Christmas, the Railway Preservation 
Society of Ireland (RPSI) organises a 
series of ‘Santa Special’ trains with 
the co-operation of Irish Rail and 
Northern Ireland Railways. This year 
was no exception, with sold out tours 
on selected weekends in the greater 
Belfast and Dublin areas. 

The 14 Belfast area trains were 
steam-operated, but three of the 15 
Dublin-based trips, which ran between 
Pearse and Greystones, were 
booked for diesel power. These 


were the 16.43 ex-Pearse and 17.53 
return on November 28, December 5 
and 12. 

The consist throughout the 
programme was: ‘BR’ van No. 3173 
and seven Cravens coaches. As the 
booked steam locomotive on the 
Dublin specials is based at Connolly 
shed, the empty coaching stock is 
transferred from Inchicore to Connolly 
and return by an IR GM locomotive. 

On the morning of November 28, 
GM No. 087 - which had hauled the 
stock from Inchicore - failed to start 


at the ‘blocks’ at platform 3. Sister 
loco No. 078 then undertook pilot 
duties, and No. 087 was started up 
later after receiving attention. 

Diesel haulage of a ‘Santa 
Special’ was experienced earlier 
than expected when No. 078 was 
despatched light engine to a location 
near Dalkey (south of Dublin) where 
ex-LMS NCC steam locomotive 
No. 4 had been declared a failure 
while working the return of the 13.10 
ex-Pearse from Greystones. 

No. 078 hauled the complete train 


to Pearse and then to Connolly, where 
No. 4 was removed and subsequently 
repaired. It was found that poor 
quality coal had caused clinkering in 
the firebox. 

No. 087 was attached to the 
stock and this locomotive then 
worked the delayed 16.43 Pearse to 
Greystones, departing at 17.55. 

On December 5, GM No. 077 
worked the 16.43 special while a 
rather careworn silver and black 
liveried No 072 did the honours on 
the 12th. 0 
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LATEST GM IN NEW-LOOK LIVERY: 201 Class locomotive No. 228 made its first run after release from Inchicore Works in the new ‘Enterprise’ livery on December 9, 
working the 09.00 Dublin Heuston to Cork and 12.20 return with Mk.4 set 4007. It is seen passing through Islandbridge Junction, just outside Heuston, with the return from Cork. 
The loco’s full UIC number No. 92 60 0310 228-8 is applied to the solebar. Kieran Marshall 


Timetable changes postponed after critical feedback 


IRISH Rail published draft new 
timetables on November 24 for 
services that serve Dublin Connolly. 

The proposed timetables - which cover 
DART, Commuter and Intercity services 
to Sligo and Rosslare Europort, plus the 
‘Enterprise’ cross-border service - were 
planned to be introduced on January 
31, but have since been put back. 

The company asked for feedback 
from the public in December as it 
planned major changes to services, 
including improving DART service 
patterns, with a proposed 10 minute 


frequency throughout the day on 
Mondays to Fridays, and 15 minute and 
20 minute frequencies on Saturdays 
and Sundays respectively. 

The ‘Enterprise’ timetable is to be 
recast with a regular interval service 
provided between Ireland’s two largest 
cities and an extra train provided on 
Sundays. A negative feature of the 
improvements in the Dublin suburban 
area is track capacity issues, and 
these will impact on the ‘Enterprise’ 
by extending journey times quite 
considerably. The proposed 06.15 


ex-Belfast is scheduled to complete its 
journey in an uncompetitive two hours 
26 minutes, while the average for most 
of the other trains on the service is to 
be an uninspiring two hours 15 minutes. 

It was not until December 4 
that Translink/NIR advised intending 
passengers in Northern Ireland of its 
feedback facility about the proposed 
changes, it was then available until 
December 18. The proposed timetable 
brought criticism from Northern 
Ireland politician John Dallat MLA, who 
stated that the journey time between 


Belfast and Dublin was no better than 
schedules in use during the steam age. 

Widespread criticism from the 
media and individuals on both sides of 
the border was also forthcoming and, 
as a result, the proposed timetable 
changes were postponed. IR and NIR 
subsequently stated that they were to 
jointly investigate the issues involved, 
and work closely together to resolve 
them. 

It is understood that an updated 
and revised timetable could now be 
offered for public scrutiny by March. 
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Sandite ‘Thumper’ returns to store as season ends 

DEMU to be kept in reserve as replacement MPV is due later this year. 


THE final run of the daytime Sandite 
railhead treatment train occurred 
on November 27. The use of NIR’s 
only operational 8080 Class DEMU 
continued, however, until December 
5, when the last nocturnal trip was 
operated. 

The final leg saw the dedicated 
DEMU Nos. 8090+8752+8097+8069 
depart Antrim at 03.33 and run to York 
Road. The unit, which had performed 
faultlessly throughout the autumn 
programme after unreliable Motor 
Coach No. 8094 had been replaced by 
No. 8090, was then stabled and shut 
down. 

While a new Multi-Purpose Vehicle 


for Sandite duties is on order from 
Windhoff Bahn in Germany, and is 
expected to enter service later in 2016, 
NIR plans to retain the DEMU and its 
spare vehicles as back up, possibly until 
early 2017. 

The Downpatrick and County Down 
Railway (D&CDR) plans to preserve a 
number of DEMU vehicles that remain 
on NIR’s books when the company 
eventually releases them. Thus will 
end a 50-year connection between 
‘Thumper’ DEMU traction and railway 
company service in Northern Ireland. 

NIR’s predecessor, the Ulster 
Transport Authority (UTA) introduced 
the English Electric-powered 70 Class in 


1966, the first of the three DEMU types 
that have featured on the province’s 
railways. The arrival of the first of 
two types of CAF-built DMUs in 2004 
heralded the gradual demise of the 
fleets of 8080 and 8450 Class DEMUs in 
passenger service. 

The other DEMU vehicles that 
remain on NIR books are: three-car unit 
No. 8455 and Motor Coach No. 8089, 
which are stored at Ballymena. York 
Road is the storage location for Motor 
Coach No. 8094 and trailer No. 8749. 
Three-car unit No. 8458, which has been 
preserved by the D&CDR at Downpatrick 
and is operational, has recently had its 
NIR/Translink signage removed. 


RETRO LOOK FOR METRO-VICK: 

Preserved CIE 001 Class No. 039, 
which is owned by the Irish Traction 
Group, has been repainted into 1960s 
black, orange and white livery. It is 
pictured sporting the new look at the 
Downpatrick and County Down Railway 
on December 26. No. 039 is one of four 
such locos in preservation, with the 
last of the once 60-strong fleet being 
withdrawn in 1995. Andrew Burton 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
RAILWAYS (NIR) j 


ON November 16, GM No. 112 
worked a ballast train on the Belfast 
to Larne Harbour line. Ballast was 
discharged in the Whitehead to 
Magheramorne section. 

It is reported that two extra 
trains operated from Ballymena to 
Belfast GVS on Sunday, December 
6, due to passenger demand. They 
departed Ballymena at 12.50 and 
13.50, while a return extra departed 
GVS at 16.00. 

ADDITIONAL WORKINGS 

An additional 09.35 Belfast to 
Connolly and 18.20 return were 
scheduled to operate each Saturday 
from November 14 until December 
19, specifically to ease loadings on 
the 10.35 ex-Belfast. 

The 09.35, booked to be worked 
by an NIR CAF-built 3000 series 
unit from the 3001-3006 pool, was 
scheduled to accomplish the Newry 
to Connolly leg in a fraction under 
60 minutes. 

Passenger demand also 
saw regular services between 
Belfast and Portadown on Sunday, 
December 13, augmented by 
an extra at 18.05 from GVS to 
Portadown. The 18.05 ran non-stop 
between GVS and Lisburn. 


IARNROD EIREANN / IRISH RAIL 


■ TRAFFIC AND TRACTION: 22000 Class 
vehicle No. 22133 had its promotional 
exterior vinyls removed at Laois 
Traincare Depot on November 18. 

It had worn the vinyls promoting the film 
Hotel Transylvania 2 since the end of 
September (see previous issues). 

071 Class locomotive No. 080 was 
released from Inchicore Works during 
early December after completion of 
bodywork refurbishment and reliverying 
into the standard grey livery. 

201 Class locomotive No. 228 
re-entered revenue earning service on 
December 9, after undergoing attention 
at Inchicore, which included reliverying 
into the new ‘Enterprise’ livery. It worked 
the 09.00 Heuston to Cork with an 
eight-coach Mk.4 train (DBG 4007). 

The aftermath of Storm Desmond 
in early December saw a number of rail 
services severely affected. On the 7th, 
flood water overwhelmed a part of the 
Longford to Carrick-on-Shannon section 
of the Dublin to Sligo line and, as a 


result, the affected section was closed 
and bustitution introduced between the 
two intermediate stations. 

The closure marooned five DMUs 
(one three-car and four four-cars) at 
Sligo, and some Commuter services in 
the Dublin to Maynooth, Longford and 
Drogheda areas were short formed 
or cancelled. The Sligo line was also 
flooded at Kilcock, but trains were able 
to traverse the affected area at walking 
pace. 

Flood water also closed sections 
of the Limerick to Athenry line, with 
bustitution being introduced. The 
affected sections were located 
between Sixmilebridge and Ennis, and in 
the Gort area. 

A truck conveying concrete 
blocks collided with two bridges in 
the Drumcondra and Clontarf areas 
of Dublin during the evening peak on 
December 9. As a result, services on 
the Dublin to Drogheda and Maynooth 
lines were severely disrupted. Services 


returned to normal later in the evening 
after the structures were examined and 
declared safe. 

On December 17, a problem with an 
exterior door on the De Deitrich/Mk.3 
train (DBFO 9002) that was working 
the 16.50 Connolly to Belfast with 
GM No. 206 saw the complete train 
declared a failure at Harmonstown. 
Single line working around the failed 
train was introduced, and passengers 
were transferred to the 17.13 Pearse 
to Dundalk, which was worked by 
units Nos. 29x11+29x17. At Dundalk, 
passengers were accommodated 
on the 19.00 Connolly to Belfast, 
which was worked by five-car unit 
No. 22x39. The failed train ran empty 
from Harmonstown to Belfast and 
was recessed en route in the loop at 
Clongriffin station. 

■ NEWS IN BRIEF: AN EU-funded 
refurbishment of the 536 metre long 
Boyne Viaduct at Drogheda on the 
Cross-Border line has been completed. 


The €6.1 million project included new 
drainage/waterproofing, repairs to 
steelwork, new track/ballast and 
repainting. 

The track upgrade of the 
Hazelhatch to Port Laoise section of 
the Dublin to Cork line has been 
completed. The down siding at 
Portarlington has been slewed and a 
new 120 metre long siding has been 
installed at the Cork end of Lisduff Civil 
Engineers yard, which is located in the 
Ballybrophy to Templemore section. 

At Cork station, a temporary 
footbridge has been erected over the 
bi-directional loop line on the up side of 
the station. The structure provides a 
safe access route between the station 
and a contractor’s compound. 

As of December 8, there were 
seven ex-IR Mk.3 vehicles at Mivan 
Limited, Antrim, Northern Ireland. They 
were being fitted out for their new role 
as part of the Belmond ‘Grand Hibernian’ 
luxury train (see January issue). 
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MODEL RAILWAY 
& COLLECTABLES 


Top Prices Paid 

For all makes ; all 
gauges and live steam , 
aeroplane kits , boats, 

die cast etc. 


Instant cash paid 


Will travel to collect 



MODt(,SLTD 



email: dbmodels@live.com 


No 4 Wheatsheaf Court, Deeping St Nicholas, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE1 1 3TH 



nC-PREOWNED.COM 

FORMALLY LOUGHBOROUGH MODEL CENTRE 



We are looking for collections of 
any sire, to help refresh our 2nd 

hand stock levels 


We can arrange collection from all over 
the UK and arrange instant transfers 
or cash on collection 


Give us a call on 01 332 343 943 during shop hours , send us a 
list to chris@ttcdiecast.com Or take your models to our shop 
in Derby, for instant valuation and payment. 


Want 1 0% more than we offer? Take a credit note instead 
of cash (or part cash, part credit note), for use in our shop or 

online at ttcdiecast.com 




San Star 


WWW.TTC-PREOWNED.COM » 

LOUGHBOROUGH MODEL CENTRE (DERBY) 1-JMrEUM 'l 

|j/l t; L»> UtsilrtfftTl 


TTCDIECAST (DERBY) 107 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, DERBY, DEI 3QR (10 MINUTES WALK FROM DERBY BUS STATION) 

TEL 01332 343943EMAIL chris@ttcdiecast.com 
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m 



of Liverpool 



Welcome to our project update feature, 
with the latest status of forthcoming releases 
from all major manufacturers. Use it to see 
the progress of projects you are interested in. 
The web address in the “link” column to can 
be used to view products online, and to place 
your preorders. 


s 


0151 733 3655 

364-368 Smithdown Road 
Liverpool, LI 5 5AN 


Phone opening times 
Mon to Fri 7am-8,3Qpm 
Sat 7arrh6pm 

Sun Sam-Bpm 


Shop opening times 
Mon to Sat §am-5pm 
Sun 1Gam4pm 



Link 

Price 

Date 

announced 

CAD done 

In Tooling 

Seen 1st 
EP 

Decorated 

samples 

In 

production 

On Board 
Ship 

Released 

Wickham trolley car 

ehattons.com/wlc 

£67.96 

Mar 2013 








Class 5P4F 

ehattons.com/5p4f 

£131.70 (EST) 

Mar 2013 








Class 90 Electric 

ehattons.com/c90 

£119.00 (EST) 

Jut 2015 








LNWR Webb coal tank 

ehattons.com/wct 

£102.00 (EST) 

Sep 2014 








Class 117 3-Car DMU 

ehattons.com/c117 

£170.00 (EST) 

Sep 2015 








Class 121 “Bubble Car* 

ehattons.com/c121 

£127.50 

Sep 2015 









Birdcage coaches, Class 24/1, J72, 6P, V2, 3F, J39, K3, 94xx, H2 Atlantic - view these projects at www.ehattons.com/projectupdates 



Link 

Price 

Date 

announced 

CAD done 

In Tooling 

Seen 1st 
EP 

Decorated 

samples 

In 

production 

On Board 
Ship 

Released 

Class 73 

ehattons.com/c73 

£105.00 

Ms 









Classes 

ehattons.com/c68 

£118.00 (EST) 

Ap 









GWR Railcar 

ehatlQns.com/gwmrc 

£102.00 

Ju 










Class B4, IDA flat. Turbot - view these projects at www.ehattons.com/projectupdates 



El 


Link 

Price 

Date 

announced 

CAD done 

In Tooling 

Seen 1st 
EP 

Decorated 

samples 

In 

production 

On Board 
Shipz 

Released 

J94 

ehattons.com/j94 

£82,00 

Aug 2014 








14xx 

ehattons.com/14xx 

£99.00 

Sep 2014 

Feb 2015 







Hatton's King 

ehattons.com/klng 

£169.00- £179.00 

Aug 2014 

Nov 2014 








<w> 

Link 

Price 

Date 

announced 

CAD done 

In Tooling 

Seen 1st 
EP 

Decorated 

samples 

In 

production 

On Board 
Ship 

Released 

Class 02 Tango 

ehattons.com/D2 

£148.00 

Nov 2013 








Class 07 

ehattons.com/cKI7 

£99.00 (EST) 

Jan 2016 









Class 4700, Class 1 366 - view these projects at www.ehattons.com/projectupdate 



Link 

Price 

Date 

announced 

CAD done 

In Tooling 

Seen 1st 
EP 

Decorated 

samples 

In 

production 

On Board 
Ship 

Released 


Wing 

ehattons.com/horking 

£148.14 -£179.99 

Dec 2014 








Class J50 

ehattons.com/J50 

£74.06 

Dec 2014 








Hornby Adams Radial 

ehattons.com/horar 

£111,10 


Dec 2014 









Class Q6 Raven 

ehattons.com/Q6 

£118.99 


Nov 2015 









Class 71 

ehattons.com/c71 

£127.50 


Nov 2014 









Merchant Navy 

ehattons.com/mn 

£1 44.00-El 62.00 


Mar 201 5 









Class B12 Holden 

ehattons.com/B12 

£123.00 


Nov 2015 









Ex-SR Maunsell Coaches 

ehattons,com/exsnnaun 

£39.99 

L 

Jun2015 










Collett coaches, Peckett 0-4-0 - view these projects at www.ehattons.com/projectupdates 



Link 

Price 

Date 

announced 

CAD done 

In Tooling 

Seen 1st 
EP 

Decorated 

samples 

In 

production 

On Board 
Ship 

Released 

Adam's Radial 

ehattons.com/ar 

£88.00 









Hatton's ICI hopper 

ehattons.com/ici 

£24.00/ £25.00 










^ j 


i 

Shows the stage the project is at based on the information available to us. CAD: Computer Aided Design. 1st EP: First Engineering Prototype. 

(EST): Price is estimated. 
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You can view extended lists, preorder & comment on all of these projects at 

www.ehattons.com/projectupdates 

Information correct at the time of going to press, All information subject to change. 
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